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 The child of God can never be separated from the love of God in Jesus Christ, his Lord.  

How blessed is this assurance of the Christian! When the apostle Paul asks in Romans 8:35 

whether a child of God can be separated from the love of Christ, he refers to a separation from 

the love in the sense of the power of that love.  We must bear in mind that, although God’s child 

is the object of the love of God, he is still in the midst of the world.  And, in the midst of this 

world, we have not yet been saved to the uttermost.  We are still in the house of our earthly 

tabernacle, in the body of this death.  We ourselves are very imperfect and we must sojourn in a 

very imperfect world.  Hence, the love of God in Christ must still save us, leadus out of the 

valley of this shadow of death and take us into everlasting glory, out of this world of sin and 

death into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  Consequently, the question may arise in 

our hearts: Will anything be able to separate us from the love of my Saviour, Who suffered and 

died for me, from leading me through all the sorrows and tribulations and afflictions of this 

present time into everlasting glory? The question, we must all agree, is a very practical question.  

It is difficult to conceive of a more practical, a more vital question for the Christian pilgrim in 

the midst of the world.  The answer to the question will determine whether he will be able to 

continue his wearisome way unto Zion’s top.  It concerns the ultimate safety and salvation of the 

people of God.  

 Many are the powers of darkness which would appear to be able to effect this separation.  

The apostle, in Romans 8:35-39, presents a very dark but also a very real picture of the church of 

God in the midst of the world.  He speaks of the principalities and powers of the world (surely 

these wicked powers are meant here), who cause the people of God to suffer tribulation and 

distress and famine and peril.  In fact, we read that the people of God are counted as sheep for 

the slaughter.  Many fierce persecutions have occurred in the past.  Principally the church is 

always hated by the world, whether fierce persecution may rage or not; the world hates the 

people of God because she hates God and Christ.  And at the end of time the antichrist will put 

forth a final frantic effort to crush and destroy the cause of God in the midst of the world.  

Besides, we must contend with the powers of sin within us and with the power of temptation 

always present without us.  And when the child of God views the mighty hosts of darkness which 

have arrayed themselves against him, the anxious question may arise in his heart whether he will 

be saved to the uttermost.  

 However, of his ultimate salvation the child of God may well be certain.  Why? Notice 

that Paul in the climax of Romans 8 speaks of the love of God.  The love of God is the 

fundamental guarantee of our eternal salvation.  We may be assured of our future glory because 

everything is dependent upon the love of God.  Our glory does not depend upon our love, or 

upon the cooperation of our love with God, but on His love alone.  For a number of years now it 

has been our blessed privilege as Protestant Reformed Churches to proclaim this glorious truth of 

the Word of God.  And the beauty and comfort of this truth becomes particularly evident when 

times of affliction and trouble beset and surround us.  Nothing can separate us from the love of 

God.  Why? Because my salvation depends upon what I can or must or may do? Because 

salvation, be it in a small measure, is dependent upon me? We are secure only because of the 



love of God.  That love is the guarantee of my salvation. Of course, this does not mean that it 

matters not whether or not we love God.  However, our salvation does not depend on our love.  

To the contrary our love of God is nothing else than His love to me and in me.  He loved us and 

always loves us first.  And His love of His people is eternal, sovereign, unchangeable.  Nothing 

can quench that love.  In that love God made all things.  In that love He governs all things, even 

all the powers of darkness, also tribulation and distress, nakedness, hunger, peril and sword, even 

death itself.  All I need to be assured of my eternal salvation is the knowledge that God loves me 

that He has called me out of darkness through the power of that love.  Then I can be assured that 

He will love me even unto the uttermost, that He will lead me into glory, that nothing shall be 

able to separate me from that love, that I am more than conqueror through Christ that loved me, 

even unto death.   

  

 For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 

to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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