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 We do better to appeal to our faith by asking ourselves the more personal question: Quo 

Vadis? Whither bound? 

 The Christian pilgrim has his answer ready: We have here no abiding city, but we are 

destined for a better country and a heavenly City, the Builder and Artificer of which is God.  

 The world passes away, and the lusts thereof; but he that does the will of God abides 

forever. 

 The world of sin is bound for destruction.  Even now as she is pouring out the wickedness 

and animosity of her evil heart she is striving to set up a throne for herself in a world where God 

has no place and the name of Christ is blasphemed. She is filling the cup of her iniquity by 

preparing for that day when Antichrist shall reign upon the earth.  The present war with its 

accompanying floods and disturbances, crop failures and food shortages, labor problems and race 

riots is but another sign of the times in which we are called to live.   

 Even the Church can only expect dark and difficult times as we approach these last days.  

Whatever the outcome of this war may be, we cannot expect a return to pre-war conditions, but 

are bound to see radical changes in every sphere of life.  For the Church it may well mean that 

the hour of tribulation is drawing near.  Already it becomes increasingly difficult to live in this 

world and at the same time maintain our true Christian principles.  We begin to realize what 

Scripture means when it says that the time is coming when it will be impossible to buy or sell 

unless we accept the mark of the beast. 

 When that day of Antichrist finally arrives the Church will be small, but it at least will be 

pure.  

 For we are hastening toward the great day of judgment, the final salvation of God’s 

Church and the renewal of all things in heaven and on earth in Christ Jesus.   

 That is the only and all-sufficient comfort for the Christian serviceman and those he left 

behind. 

 The unbeliever may seek to drown his grief in wine, women and song; may dream of a 

safe and glorious home coming as a worshipful hero, when people will kiss the very ground he 

walks on.  Or he may imagine for himself a wonderful future in a new world after this horrible 

job is finished.  But he deliberately shuts his eyes to the reality of things.  After all, he only 

dreams as a man who does not reckon with God, and is due for a rude awakening. 

 The Christian’s comfort is that he is in God’s keeping.  His path of life has been mapped 

out from all eternity and he cannot depart one step from that way.  Infinite wisdom has planned 

that way for him and almighty power sustains him on it.  No foe can assail him, no bullet can 

reach him, and no cannon shell can touch him without the will of his heavenly Father.  No more 

than a hair can fall from his head unless God has willed it so.  And he cannot meet death at any 

time or in any place unless it is so recorded in the eternal counsel of God’s sovereign will. 

 His eye is ever upon us and His Presence is always near.  His Word and counsel are our 

only sure guide.  With our hand in His we can walk the way of our pilgrimage wherever He leads 

without the slightest fear.  And at our journey’s end He will receive us into glory. 

 In the words of the apostle Paul: For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 

that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day. 
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