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 Wrapping all troop movements in a veil of utmost secrecy plays an important role in the 

strategy of modern warfare.  From the very moment that the young draftee arrives at his 

induction center his future course is a matter of absolute uncertainty.  He knows that he is headed 

for some camp in the country where he will receive his basic training, but how far from home 

that will be, how he will reach it and how long he will stay there is not known.  He may move 

from one camp to another, yet he never knows his exact destination, not even when he reaches 

his port of embarkation to be shipped out to some distant battle zone.  And when he finally 

reaches some particular destination he himself is bound to secrecy.  His friends and relatives 

must correspond with him through some American Post office address and all his 

correspondence is strictly censored that no clue as to his present whereabouts may leak out. 

 One thing is certain, he is being disciplined and drilled to become a part of that immense 

war machine that is being set up against the enemy for devastation and wholesale bloodshed.  

Military authorities lay their plans and include in those plans the number of planes, guns, tanks 

and human lives they expect to forfeit in order to gain their end.  The young soldier, sailor or 

marine has but to serve and obey.  How long it will last he does not know.  Whether he will 

return maimed and broken, or whether he will not return at all is a grave concern to himself and 

to his dear ones.  War is a grim business, full of uncertainties. 

 But there is still another question that insists on bobbing up wherever we turn.  What will 

be the outcome of this all? 

 Will the allies gain the ultimate victory? True, the war in the Atlantic has subsided, North 

Africa is in their hands, Sicily is invaded and an attack on the main continent of Europe has 

practically begun.  They have managed to establish bases in the Pacific from which an attack on 

Japan can be launched.  But the war is by no means won yet.  We cannot be certain of the 

outcome, no more than we know how long it will last. 

 And even granting that the allies may be victorious on every front, does that give us any 

assurance as to the future?   

 Many are already busy making post-war plans for a new and better world.  Yet their 

world is a world without God, where Christ is denied and always crucified anew, where man 

boasts in the vain glory of his sins.   

 The free-will preacher who is out to win souls and convert the world for Christ dreams of 

a world-wide revival.  While the very world he is trying to save sneers at his attempts and goes 

her way steeping herself in iniquity. 

 The theory of common grace offers no solution.  One would imagine that the 

development of science and culture under God’s “common grace” would certainly make this a 

better world.  And yet all the discoveries and inventions and developments of the last centuries 

have served to make this kind of a war possible as we are now engaged in. 

 Looking into the future from that aspect we still ask: Where are we headed for? 

 And the only answer that can be offered is: destination unknown. 
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