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This question has come up before our Churches and Synod some time ago and they found 

that many people would be in favor of singing hymns approved by Synod in our Churches. A 

committee was appointed to study this question and they found that nothing can be found in our 

Psalter that fits the Resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday, nothing for Pentecost, nothing for 

Christmas and nothing for the Ascension of Christ like some of the hymns. There are hymns that 

are a true versification of the New Testament Scriptures on these — advent, lent, Easter, 

Pentecost, Ascension, Christmas, Communion and Baptism. 

But, the Synodical Study Committee in its report to the 1960 Synod on the hymn matter 

reached the conclusion that hymns ought not to be introduced into our churches. It said that 

history teaches that hymns were introduced either when the Church was in decline or when 

heretics assailed her with man-made songs. They also said “The hymn, does not give us the 

knowledge of God such as Psalms do.” However, they did say, “Faithful versifications of 

Scripture, other than the Psalms may he sung.'’ 

Many against the singing of hymns in our Churches say that there is sufficient material for 

almost every occasion in our present Psalter. It is also said that Churches that depart from the 

truth and the introduction of hymns go hand in hand and that the introduction of hymns in our 

Churches would have a detrimental effect upon generations to come. Also, the singing of Psalms 

by our Churches is one of the marks of distinctiveness and this should be preserved. 

However, the singing of hymns based on Scripture cannot possibly cause a church to 

deteriorate. When sound doctrine is no longer desired it follows that sound hymns are no longer 

desired but Arminian hymns. There can be nothing principally wrong in singing Scriptural 

hymns. We should only have hymns that exalt God and make man very small, such as “How 

Great Thou Art,” “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and “The Love of Cod.” 

Our Psalter is not without error either, There are Arminian connotations such as Psalter No. 

244:4, 188:3 and 138:4, The Psalms view the life of Christ especially his suffering, death, 

resurrection, ascension and his second coming from the Old Testament standpoint and therefore 

are incomplete. 

Also, the Psalms found in our Psalter are a type of hymn, for the definition of a hymn is “an 

ode or psalm of praise, especially a religious ode or song.” 

To say that our Churches will depart from the truth if hymns are introduced is not proven in 

the fact that in our own Protestant Reformed Christian Schools some hymns are sung and they 

have not departed from the truth. What possible objection can there be to singing hymns based 

on Scripture. Hymns are sung in our homes, our Programs and Singspirations and if we can sing 

them to the Glory of God why must they be excluded from divine worship. 

The New Testament contains frequent references to the Holy Spirit and nothing of this is 

found in our Psalter which are the psalms of David. This is another reason why we should have 

hymns that are versifications of all Scripture. In Ephesians 5:19 we read “Speaking to yourselves 

one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” This seems direct proof that the 

Churches in the new dispensation may sing hymns that are versifications of Scripture. 

Some who do not favor hymns in our Churches seem to think the Psalms would be done 



away with, hut this should never happen. Also, some say that a hymn singing church becomes 

more and more a hymn singing church and less and less a psalter singing church. Young people 

and children seem to understand hymns better so the desire would be to sing songs which are 

better understood, but the Psalms should never be done away with because they have been our 

guide and comfort through all life’s journey. 
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