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The following article was written by a member of the Redlands Young Peoples Society which was 

considered worth publishing in the magazine.  

 

What is Christian liberty? 

Is it the liberty of the Christian to have a right "for an occasion to the flesh"? Shall we sin 

because we are not under the law, but under grace? Is it the freedom of the Christian to hurt 

others? 

No. indeed! 

Christian liberty is the teaching that Christ has freed us from the bondage of the Old 

Testament Jaw and the teachings of men. It is our liberty to worship God as filled with His Spirit. 

We have no right whatsoever to return to that bondage and we are not in bondage to anyone but 

Christ. We must also be careful of false brethren who try to bring us back into that bondage. 

Jesus also verified this when He said in the temple. “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free."’ "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 

8:32, 36) 

It must also be remembered that Christian liberty must be exercised in love. All the law is 

fulfilled in one word, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” If we love God, we will desire to 

deal with the neighbor in the love of God. We will want to obey the neighbor when God invests 

him with authority over us. We will not want to injure him, steal his goods, defile him, speak evil 

of him or even covet his goods. We will know that the best way to serve God with the neighbor’s 

goods is to leave them in his possession. If a neighbor performs acts of hatred against God, we 

cannot love him, For man was made to live antithetically opposed to evil. 

The third and final point to be remembered is to live a life led by the Holy Spirit. Paul says in 

his second epistle to the Corinthians, "Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the 

Lord is, there is liberty” (II Corinthians 3:17). If we follow this point we will truly be following 

Christ, we will keep our freedom, and we will use that freedom properly. Christian liberty is not 

the liberty to sin but the liberty to follow Christ and Christ alone. 

As Paul said in his first: letter to the Corinthians (I Corinthians 8:9). we must take heed lest 

by any means this liberty of ours become a stumbling block to them that are weak. In this case, 

the word liberty can also refer to power, if we sit at meat in the temple of an idol, we can set a 

bad example for a weaker Christian. The conscience of him can be encouraged to eat of those 

things offered to idols. If we use our liberty this way, “that through our knowledge, the weak 

brother perish, for whom Christ died, then we sin against the brethren and wound their weak 

conscience, then we also sin against Christ. 

In our Christian liberty we must be careful not to turn to license. License, here, refers to the 

disregard of that which is light and proper. Another name for license is havoc. We must 

constantly be aware of the dangers of the wrong use of this liberty, given to us by Christ. 

An example of liberty and license would be that of a train. As long as the train travels down 

the tracks with no hindrance, it has liberty. But as soon as something happens to throw the train 

off its careful of following those three points of Christian liberty, and never be tempted to turn to 

license track, it has license; it runs wild and destroys itself. 

So in our daily lives, we should always be careful of following those three points of Christian 

liberty, and never be tempted to turn to license. 
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