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“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that 

is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no 

man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can 

shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.”          

(Rev. 3:7, 8). 

 

1 read this text three times recently before it became evident what the real intent was of 

the words “he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and 

no man openeth: … and no man can shut it…” These words have tremendous import for the 

body of Christ which is afflicted often times in the world. It is this text which bolsters staggering 

and stumbling saints when the battle of faith becomes bitter and for them desperate. Why . . . 

take a look . . . there is nothing that can bother them more than a few tormenting hours of the 

present time while they are in the flesh. The Christ stands before them (even though they see 

Him only with the weak: and dim eye of faith) and lie speaks to them through the Holy Spirit and 

he says. “I open and no man shuts and when I shut no man opens,” What POWER, all the 

physical forces of the devil in the world cannot uproot the children of the kingdom from their 

Head. Think of that for a time and you will see that the power of the exalted Christ cannot even 

lie touched by men. That gives comfort. 

This is undoubtedly what David as the future king of Israel experienced under the 

persecutions of king Saul. This is what the Apostles experienced under the hands of their 

enemies, the church of the Jews, which church (in name only) followed them from city to city 

always hounding those who represented the true body of Christ. This is undoubtedly the 

experience of Martin Luther, and John Calvin and many? others of the Reformers who were 

constantly in danger of the hounding Roman Catholic whore. This was the experience of the 

leaders of the Afscheiding in the Netherlands in 1834 especially on the part of Hendrick De 

Cock. And in a more civilized way the leaders of the Doleantie were pestered and we have all 

read how Domine Hoeksema was cut off in an illegal manner by a body of churches which 

confessed to be the purest of the Reformed line, and with that the attendant harassings of a 

constant threat. 

Yet, it was true what Rev. H. Hoeksema wrote many years ago, (1) 

“.... Even as the child of God, apart from special sins and backslidings, experiences the 

need of constant and always continuing conversion, so also the Church of Christ in the 

world is in need of continuing reformation. This is true, on the one hand, because it is 

always surrounded by enemies who are intent upon the Church’s destruction, who cannot 

rest until they have destroyed the Church of Christ. In various ways they attempt to 

deceive the Church into forsaking the right path — that triple alliance of the devil, the 

world, and the sin which still remains in the Church. Corruption is always sneaking in. 

The danger of the falsification of the truth, of the profaning of the sacraments, of the 

weakening and emasculation of discipline, of the degeneration of the worship service, 



and of the despoiling of church government — these dangers always threaten the Church 

of the Lord on every hand. ... A watch must he set over church discipline and church 

government, in order that the former he maintained and the wicked banned and the pious 

protected, and in order that the latter may not go in the direction of hierarchy. Especially 

to the latter we must pay attention. The temptation is so very great, and the history of the 

church confirms this, that the priesthood of believers is forced into the background, is 

denied, and that they who should he disciples of Christ now begin to lord it over the 

flock!” (Italics mine, a.n.) 

 

That this is true the author of this article knows from experience for he has come out of the 

church that with its hierarchical hands deposed Rev. Hoeksema and then went on to develop such 

church government for forty years. Yes, the fruit is coming increasingly upon such sowing of 

seed! But aside and further from that is the fact that we live in the generation, that, according to 

the history of Scripture, e.g., Israel, and also the church of the New Dispensation, is apostate 

because it loses the first love. The pure zeal for truth, is lost causing such a generation to become 

ignorant even of their most immediate history! Such generations even lose their immediate 

inheritance of the knowledge of the Word of God. yet, even more if they do know it, they reject 

it out of hand in rebellion. And those signs appear also in our Protestant Reformed churches. 

Young people, this is a thing not only to be deplored, but it is a thing which should drive us to 

the Scriptures and that with prayer, for God is a jealous God and He does not sanction half-love 

which causes an entire generation to go the way of the world. It is such things that should teach 

us to beseech the God of mercy to work with the Spirit of Grace within us that we may not so die 

the death of the wicked. For, without that one thing we will be driven into the arms of the world 

and sin, and that is an awful tyranny. It is bondage and nothing else. Young people, “Stand fast 

therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 

yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1), With this there will be the final clause spoken then, “Behold, I have 

set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength: and hast kept 

my word, and hast not denied my name."    

 

1. This quote is found in the Jan. 15, 1968 S.B., which in turn is taken from Vol., p. 28. 
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