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This book has five chapters which are entitled as follows:  

1) Adversity Versus Integrity  

2) Sickness Unto Death 

3) Unsatisfactory Orthodoxy or Fallible Fundamentalism  

4) The Necessity of a Mediator 

5) The Sufficiency of Grace 

 

It is evident from various facts that are brought forth from the original Hebrew that the 

author of this book is well acquainted with Hebrew and this has a very favorable effect upon his 

exegesis of the text. This is enough already to commend the book to the reviewer, because there 

is very little real work done on the Old Testament in our day. The effect that this has on the 

author’s comments is favorable because it is plain that the author’s soul is moved by the 

Scripture and he reveals this in his book. Cf. pp. 17, 24-25, 47 e.g. 

To quote one passage which 1 liked from page 24), 

“Not in all Scriptural literature is there another such human rebel revolting against 

God and His government. A later Scripture says: “You have heard of the patience of 

Job." So, we have a mistranslation which has become a cliche. The word actually means 

endurance; in effect, "You have heard how Job had to take it”! This translation solves a 

longstanding puzzle, because it is the impatience of Job that characterizes most of his 

statements. The ninth chapter is typical of his altitude: revolt, yet at the very moment of 

declaring that he is rebel, accepting whatever God will bring into his life. Once again the 

attitude or acceptance departs and once again he is in revolution against the government 

of God. He is seen wrestling as a man wrestles in the ring with his adversary, struggling 

against his God, yet declaring that all his hope is in Him. He is in flight from God, yet 

longing to encounter Him as an I to a Thou. Such spiritual ambivalence is tile curse and 

the experience of a great many of us in this day.” 

And these things we found to give thrust to the book culminating in the chapter on 

Sovereign grace, which is sufficient. And he concludes the book with this, “Nowhere in 

Scripture is a greater honor paid to merely mortal man than this: that lie is used to refute the 

slander of the prototypal Slanderer: that he is used as God's own witness; that God counted on 

him, through agony and darkness, yet to cling to his Creator.” 

Yet there arc deficiencies in the book which decrease its value, for instance, the chapter, 

“Unsatisfactory Orthodoxy or Fallible Fundamentalism.” This dualism we take to be improper 

for Orthodoxy may certainly be distinguished from Phariseeism which Scripture even condemns. 

And one need not be forced into receiving an unorthodox fundamentalism because of such a 

false dilemma. Yet as we said before there is much to commend this book even though the price 

is to my mind somewhat prohibitive.. 



As an after-thought we would like to add that the chapter entitled The Necessity of a 

Mediator, is especially nice because he elaborates Job’s experience here considerably. With these 

opinions we recommend this book.  
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