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Most of you, 1 am sure, are acquainted with the 1966 Christian Reformed Synod’s 

decision concerning the film arts. This subject has been much discussed, and is still being written 

about. I ran across an article in the February 9, 1968 issue of The Banner, written by Rev. 

Leonard Greenway, entitled “Shall we Patronize Hollywood?” The article was well-written and 

stimulating, and I would like to share it with you. 

Rev. Greenway is concerned about the minority of young people in the Christian 

Reformed Church who do not attend movies because of the moral quality of the industry. Rev. 

Greenway poses this question: “Because Hollywood has come to represent so much that is 

indecent, immoral, and promiscuous, should the Christian encourage tile production of its 

commodities by his patronage and his presence?” He answers this question concisely and clearly 

by showing the main characteristics of the new cinema: “Violence . . . Sex . . . Art,” and then 

sharply condemning Hollywood. 

He says that it is true that “the film arts as actualized in the cinema and television is a 

legitimate cultural medium to be used by the Christian in the fulfillment of the cultural mandate.” 

The author also says. “certainly there is no argument whatsoever with the synodical position that 

‘the products of the film industry must be judged on their merits in the light of Christian 

standards of excellence.' '' He closes with an appeal to Christian Reformed young people to 

“stand apart from this wicked industry and to do so forthrightly. These are days that call for the 

exceptional Christian — the Christian who is willing to be unpopular for Christ’s sake. Shall we 

patronize Hollywood? No! Until Hollywood cleans up its house and its name, let’s boycott it, 

and let's tell the world why." 

1 say “Amen.” While 1 do not go along with Rev. Greenway’s concurrence with the 

synodical decision on the film arts, being principally opposed to drama, I heartily agree with his 

condemnation of Hollywood. But it looks as though we’ll have to boycott Hollywood forever . . . 

when will it clean up its house and its name? 

While glancing over the religious page of the Grand Rapids Press of Saturday, February 

10, I noticed several sermon topics for the next day’s sermons that interested me. I would like to 

share them with you because I believe they give an accurate picture of today’s ecclesiastical 

world today. 

The topics ranged from those of churches far down the road of apostasy to those who are 

fast becoming victims of that malady. Methodist topics included everything from “Get Where the 

Action Is” to “Men of Good Will” and “Order or Justice.” Congregationalists had a choice 

"Trying the Things that are Different” and "Getting out of a Tunnel,” among others. 

Corning into the Reformed community, a little closer to home, we find “Stop! Look! 

Listen!,” “Promiscuous Preaching,” and "Fighting God?” among Reformed Church topics. 

Among Christian Reformed topics we find “God and His Rivals,” “Sink or S.W.I.M.,” “Christian 

Living in an Affluent Society.” 

Do these sound like good, solid, Biblical foundations for sermons? How much exegesis 

will there be? How much philosophy, psychology, and social gospel will there be? We are told in 



Scripture that great apostasy will be one of the signs preceding Christ’s second coming. The 

prophecy of Scripture is being fulfilled now all around us. Even though all others may depart 

from the truth, let us stand firm, preserving the Scriptural antithesis in the face of this great evil. 
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