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In the past, the smallness of the Protestant Reformed Churches, which has been deplored 

by many, has led also to various desirable characteristics. Paramount among these was the 

closeness experienced by the young people in the different congregations. This closeness has 

been consummated yearly in the Young People's Convention. A bond of fellowship and 

friendship has existed among Protestant Reformed Young people which could scarcely be 

equaled elsewhere. Especially, this was true of the relationship between congregations which 

were located near enough to each other to allow for frequent physical communication, although 

the bond also was present among all congregations as Convention Time. 

There are logical reasons, of course, why it should be so that a rather unique and strong 

relationship of friendship should be present among our young people. In the first place, the 

smaller a group becomes, the better acquainted the members become with each other. This has 

been true in the case of our churches. The young people are able to know, and know well, 

practically all the members in the churches. Knowledge produces interest and interest often 

produces friendship. But this certainly is not the only reason. The young people must have a 

common ground, basic to their friendship if the friendship will ever amount to anything. 

Protestant Reformed Young People have this common ground in the Truth. This interest and 

concern of the young people became correspondingly more real, more personal; and showed 

fruition in their ever increasingly strong desire for fellowship with other Protestant Reformed 

young people. 

No doubt you have noticed that past tenses were used at the beginning of this article in 

describing the closeness between Protestant Reformed Young People. The reason for this is 

simple. That closeness which once characterized our young people seems now to be 

disappearing. Interest and concern of our young people for common causes are disappearing. Oh, 

it is a gradual process, but nonetheless it is obvious. The cause of Beacon Lights does not really, 

vitally concern very many of our young people any more. The Conventions are regarded by 

many as an opportunity to obtain for oneself as much as possible without contributing anything 

and by some as a gathering to be shunned without any pretense of concern at all. 

But there is even a more noticeable decline of closeness among our young people in the 

attendance of Singspirations. This holds true for the young people in the Grand Rapids area. The 

policy of the Federation Board has been to hold one Singspiration per month in one of the 

various churches in the Grand Rapids area. At first it was noticed that there were certain 

congregations which were poorly represented or not at all. Now, it becomes increasingly evident 

that even the heretofore "faithful" societies are slackening. 

Oh, don't get me wrong. By no means am I here writing the obituary of Protestant 

Reformed Young People. Certainly there are young people who enjoy such gatherings, who 

actually anticipate Singspirations and Mass Meetings with relish. I merely wonder why, why, to 

be very specific, cannot a Singspiration, held only once a month, even fill up the auditorium of 

Creston Church. This becomes much more puzzling when one notices that almost one half of the 

audience is older persons. Singspirations are for old and infant, but especially for the youth and 

when a Singspiration held in the vicinity of surely 200 young people, once a month, on a Sunday 

evening fails to produce even a third of this underestimated population; one has the right to 

wonder. Wonder why! Wonder why the closeness, the bond of friendship is disappearing. The 



Protestant Reformed Churches haven't become appreciably larger. Nor has it lost the basis for 

closeness . . . the Truth. If neither of these two possible solutions is true, can it be possible that 

the cause of the lack of interest and concern of Protestant Reformed Young People be in the 

individual? In YOU? 
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