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One of the essays in a series called "Adventures of the Mind" in the Saturday Evening 

Post was an article by Mr. Aldous Huxley titled, "Drugs That Shape Men's Minds." This well 

-written, thought-stimulating treatise began as follows: 

"In the course of history many more people have died for their drink and their 

dope than have died for their religion or their country. The craving for ethyl alcohol and 

the opiates has been stronger, in these millions, than the love of God, of home, of 

children; even of life. Their cry was not for liberty or death; it was for death preceded by 

enslavement. There is a paradox here, and a mystery. Why should such multitudes of men 

and women be so ready to sacrifice themselves for a cause so utterly hopeless and in 

ways so painful and so profoundly humiliating? 

"To this riddle there is, of course, no simple or single answer. Human beings are 

immensely complicated creatures, living simultaneously in a half dozen different worlds. 

Each individual is unique and, in a number of respects, unlike all the other members of 

the species; None of our motives is unmixed, none of our actions can be traced back toa 

single source and, in any group we care to study, behavior patterns that are observably 

similar may be the result of many constellations of dissimilar causes.' 

On the other hand there is total depravity - simple, logical, decisive, all inclusive. In a 

sense I feel sorry for the highly educated and respected scholar who, after no doubt years of 

study and research, still comes up with an inaccurate answer. An answer in which the means are 

confused with the cause, for he continues in the course of his dissertation, to cite such factors as 

heredity, and body chemistry as causes of addiction to the drugs that dull one's senses. 

There is no doubt that physical characteristics, inherited or otherwise acquired, have a 

bearing on addiction or for that matter, on much of our behavior. But contrary to what 

Mr. Huxley writes, there is a single source to which irrational behavior can be traced. There is a 

single cause, a single fault in our structure from which this and all other wanton behavior results. 

This one source of our incapability to conform to that which is right, is the breach that 

exists between God as He dwells in His righteousness and ourselves as we try to conduct our 

own affairs with nothing but imaginary strength. 

It is remarkable, how frequently the antithesis of humanism and Christianity (although 

supposedly from the same fountain), can be observed in the popular goals, e. g. world peace, 

`enlightenment' of primitive nations to civilization, more leisure for everyone, eradication of 

crime, alcoholism, etc. 

Should anyone be so rash as to question the validity or possibility of these goals, his 

sanity would be under sudden investigation. Try it once, yourself. Mention to someone that you 

think the idea of lasting peace on earth is a vain wish. Or you might mention that the purpose of 

our existence is the enhancement of God's reputation rather than to leave a footprint on the sands 

of time to guide succeeding generations to greater cultural or social heights. 

Try this little experiment sometime – it will soon be most obvious that humanism has 

penetrated into each of us to such an extremely large degree that although we disagree with it as 

a principle, we think along its pattern. 



To return to the article which stimulated this editorial; man is a victim of virtually 

uncontrollable, biochemical laws, of heredity, and of an innumerable complex of human 

relations. Otherwise, he'd be a pretty good guy. 

Or would he? 
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