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Truly the spirit of Christmas is a spirit of giving! 

By this is not meant that the worldly practice of pouncing upon every opportunity to 

commercialize the most sacred of all events and use it merely for lucrative gain is the proper 

spirit of Christmas. Neither do we have in mind to condemn without further qualification the 

common custom of giving and receiving that is so prevalent during this season of the year. 

Rather, we want to emphasize that sanctified giving is fitting to the idea of Christmas. 

Only, then let us consider whether our customs are sanctified by the Spirit of Christ so that our 

giving is in harmony with those holy principles set forth in His Word. Since this is obviously not 

the case so that even in the church much of what is done is imperfect and polluted with sin, it 

may be profitable to recapitulate those principles by which all our actions of giving are to be 

governed. We must know the truth and error of these things also! 

What then are you going to give for Christmas? 

Perhaps before you even consider this, you have to compose a list of those to whom you 

are going to give. You begin, of course, with mother and dad, brothers and sisters. Then you 

consider those intimate friends who you are assured will also reciprocate and none of these may 

be forgotten. Now, as though the list isn't already long enough, you remember that there are at 

least a half-dozen or more of those annual Christmas parties to which you will be invited and a 

gift must be had for each of these. 

And now then, what will you give? 

Before you can decide this the factor of cost must he considered. You remember that you 

have a few dollars put away for all this in that Christmas Club you started a year ago but that 

won't begin to cover all that is needed. Especially not since, as usual, the cost of everything has 

again gone up. Well, you have a few savings in the bank too, and with this you can probably just 

make it but, as the saying goes, "It's Christmas time again and I'm broke." But even that isn't 

regarded as too tragic (it's a sort of accepted thing by now) if only the new year can be started 

with a clean slate. So it is all figured out. For mom so much and so much for dad and a smaller 

gift for each of the "kids" and about an equal exchange on the rest and the budget is balanced. 

What a relief! 

But wait! Wasn't there something that is being forgotten? 

In all of this planning, nothing special or extra was figured for missions, the church, 

Christian schools, the institutions for the handicapped, the sick or even the poor who are always 

there but who cannot reciprocate! If we begin along these lines, there is no end to it all and so 

why not just conveniently exclude all those things on the very simple ground: Insufficient Funds! 

After all, first things must be pot first and Christmas is not time to be reminded to "seek first the 

Kingdom of God and its righteousness," is it? Besides, no one asks for contributions to Christian 

Schools, Building Funds, Standard Bearer, Beacon Lights, etc. in December! Drives for various 

kingdom causes are never conducted at this time of the year because everyone knows that it is 

quite impossible to give when there are so many other pressing needs (?). Even Uncle Sam gives 

us a few months' time after Christmas to scrape together enough to meet the income tax needs. 

This is then what we mean when we say that so much of our giving is unsanctified. We 

so easily forget that God, - not we – is the sole proprietor of all that we possess. We fail to 

reckon with the reality that we are only stewards of this earth's goods and called with a heavenly 



calling to use all things wisely and to give a good account of our every deed. Custom and 

tradition easily become the incentive of our giving instead of the holy principle of true love; love 

of God first and, hence, also the love of His cause and covenant as these are manifest in the 

midst of the present work. Certainly we know that all our giving that is not motivated by this 

love is evil, "For though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 

burned and have not love, it profiteth me nothing" (I Cor. 13:3). If only half of what is spent on 

non-essentials and another half of what is wasted on worthless objects were diverted into proper 

channels, it would not be necessary for so many of the various Kingdom causes to go a-begging! 

Christmas joy is also the joy of true giving! 

But, one may say, it's easier to give when we know we get something in return. It hurts to 

always give to those things from which we receive no material return. Very well, but to such a 

one we would say it is high time to look seriously into your heart so that you may discover what 

is wrong. One cannot reason that way who has a sense of appreciation for that great, unspeakable 

glorious, incomparable gift of the love of God, - the wonderful gift of Jesus, "Who hath given 

Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour" (Ephesians 5:1, 2). 

Oh, it is true that giving to the cause o Christ is not materially rewarding. But, that is the 

motive of our giving, our giving is terribly wrong. And it is also true that real giving, spiritual 

giving often hurts; - hurts our flesh because it interferes with the pursuit of our carnal ambitions - 

so it should and such hurting is profitable for us. What is far worse is that our lack of giving or 

our wrong-giving "grieves the Holy Spirit"! 

What then will you give? 

Let me answer this for you in the words of Rev. R. Veldman: "And the more we by the 

grace of God are constantly mindful of God's great gift to us, the more we, by the power of that 

same grace, will give ourselves whole-heartedly unto God." 

In such giving lies the joy of Christmas. 

So, while we give, may we remember: "There was a little girl who told an older friend 

that she was going to give her papa a pair of slippers for his birthday. `Where will you get your 

money?' asked the friend. She opened her eyes wide oar! said, `Why, Father will give me the 

money'. For the moment the friend was silent as he thought that the father would buy his own 

birthday present. And the father loved the little girl and appreciated the gift, even though he paid 

for it himself. We have nothing of our own to give to God." (Selected) 

And another story told in the "Earnest Worker" has it: "A story is told of an old colored 

preacher who was exhorting his congregation to give freely to the church; he was interrupted by 

a deacon, who rose and said: `Pahson, you done told us dat salvation am free - as free as the aih 

we breathe and as free as the watah in the rivahs. If dat am true, how come you always asking 

for money?' The old preacher adjusted his spectacles and solemnly replied: `Brothah Jones, you 

am right. Religion am free - salvation am free - like de aih am free and de watah am free; but if 

you wants watah in youah kitchen you gotta have watah pipes, and somebody has got ter pay for 

de plumbin'." 
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