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 We have shown that the so-called "amillennial" doctrine has the support of Scripture. It 

also has the support of the doctrinal standards of the Church, such as the Westminster 

Confessions, including the Larger and Shorter Catechisms (Presbyterian), the Thirty-nine 

Articles of Religion (Episcopal), the Philadelphia Confession (Baptist) and the Three Forms of 

Unity: the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dordt and the Heidelberg Catechism (Reformed). 

The word "millennium" cannot be found anywhere in the first mentioned documents. The Larger 

Catechism does speak of "the time of His second coming, and our reigning with Him forever" 

(A. 191), but nothing of a reign of merely 1000 years. Neither has the Belgic Confession any 

mention of this, but Art. 37 testifies that "we believe, according to the Word of God, when the 

time appointed by the Lord (which is unknown to all creatures) is come, and the number of the 

elect complete, that our Lord Jesus Christ will come from heaven, corporally and visibly, as He 

ascended, with great glory and majesty to declare Himself judge of the quick and the dead; 

burning this old world with fire and flame, to cleanse it. And then all men will personally appear 

before this great judge, both men and women and children, that have been from the beginning of 

the world to the end thereof, being summoned by the voice of the archangel, and by the sound of 

the trumpet of God. For all the dead shall be raised out of the earth, and their souls joined and 

united with their proper bodies... As for those who shall then be living, they shall not die as the 

others, but he changed in the twinkling of an eye, and from corruptible, become incorruptible. 

Then the books... shall he opened, and the dead judged according to what they shall have done in 

this world, whether it he good or evil... The faithful and elect... and their cause which is now 

condemned by many judges and magistrates, as heretical and impious, will then be known to be 

the cause of the Son of God. And for a gracious reward, the Lord will cause them to possess such 

a glory, as never entered into the heart of man to conceive." 

Our Heidelberg Catechism asks, "What comfort it is to thee that Christ shall come 

again...?" and answers, "that I look for the very same Person... to come as judge from heaven, 

who shall... translate me, with all His chosen ones, to Himself, into heavenly joys and glory" 

(Q. & A. 52). A future millennium is not part of this Christian comfort. In our form for the 

administration of the Lord's Supper we are exhorted, "with uplifted heads (to) expect our Lord 

Jesus Christ from heaven, where He will make our mortal bodies like unto His most glorious 

body, and take us unto Him in (not a future millennium, but) eternity." In the Consolation of the 

Sick we are told that after the general judgment we shall "inherit the kingdom" and there "shall 

stand with greater confidence against those who have distressed us: then we shall shine forth as 

the sun in the kingdom of our Father, there we shall come to (not a thousand year reign, but) the 

hope of an innumerable company of angels. There we shall reign from eternity to eternity. 

Amen." 

This is sufficient to show that Dispensational premillennialists are not the only ones to 

believe in the return of the Lord, and that our views of His coming are based thoroughly on 

Scripture. Notice, too, that this implies that every Scripture reference to the second coming of 

Christ points not to a "millennium," but to the end of this world, and the beginning of the eternal 

state. For the N. T. conceives of this Gospel age in the highest possible thought. It is referred to 

as the period of waiting for His Son from heaven (I Th. 1:10). That which is to follow cannot be 

less significant than Christ's final kingdom of glory (II Th. 1 :7-10). This is the inescapable 



implication of the latter passage. For that which follows the coming of the Lord is not the 

kingdom of Christ as Dispensationalists would like to think, butt "the kingdom of God" 

(II Th. 1:5), the kingdom of the ultimate end, with no intervening temporary kingdom 

(I Cor. 15:24). If the last days were to be followed by a period of a lower order than the state of 

heavenly perfection and glory, it would be an anticlimax! 

Revelation 20 must be interpreted in the light of all the rest of Scripture. There, in the 

first resurrection antithetical to the second death, we have a special spiritual resurrection, a 

particular stage of the resurrection of the righteous. The rest of Scripture views the believers as 

being raised spiritually, and sharing in the bodily resurrection at Christ's coming. Revelation 20 

speaks of the reign of Christ for 1000 years. All foregoing Scripture views His reign as being 

forever. Revelation 20 presents the enmity between Christ and His foes as centering in a war at 

the end of the millennium. The rest of Scripture depicts this antagonism as continuing especially 

during the present kingdom of heaven. Revelation 20 presents during the millennium a reign of 

peace while Satan is bound. Paul speaks of this age as the time in which Christ subjects His 

enemies to Himself (I Cor. 15: 24-26). Revelation 20 mentions no earthly reign of Christ; and all 

other Scripture puts His kingdom in the heavenly realm (Luke 19:11-15, etc.). Our view of the 

millennium is therefore severely consistent with all Scripture. 

Revelation 19 and 20 are not chronological, for chapter 19 would then put the marriage 

supper of the Lamb (v. 7) before the millennium (chap. 20), whereas chapter 21 places it after the 

realization of the new creation. Nor are 16 and 17 chronological, 16:20 stating that "every island 

fled away and the mountains were not found," but in 17:9 we find the reappearance of "seven 

mountains." Of the final judgment on the wicked (16:17), it is said, "It is done." But if chapter 17 

follows chronologically, it is not done! Neither are chapter 6 and 7 consecutive, for that would 

make the day of wrath (chap. 6) to be followed by another day of salvation after this present long 

day (1,958 years). The Revelation is not necessarily consecutive, but is progressive and 

climactic. What we are then to expect in Scripture, and what we are to set our hope on in the 

future is not a temporal reign on the old earth, nor the Antichrist, but Christ, "looking for and 

hasting unto the Day of God... for new heavens and a new earth." We "look for such things!" 
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