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When it was time again to write the article for the November issue of the "Beacon 

Lights," I somehow forgot that I was not yet finished with all that I wanted to say with respect to 

this matter of Courtship and Marriage. The result was that I started on another subject, the 

subject of a Protestant Reformed World and Life View. However, we had in our own Young 

People's Society a discussion of these articles and of the whole matter of dating. This reminded 

me of the fact that there was one more article to write yet in this series under the general heading 

which appears above. 

You recall perhaps that we were discussing the meaning of marriage and its place in the 

lives of the people of God. We were discussing also the fact that it is exactly a Scriptural view of 

marriage which determines the pattern of our dating and courtship. Concerning this we have 

already spent the greater part of one article. There is nevertheless the very practical question of 

whom we should date which warrants a little discussion, and with which we can very well close 

out this series. And therefore I would like to interrupt our discussion of our world and life view 

to write an article on this subject. 

The whole matter really resolves itself into the question of whether or not we may date 

boys and girls outside of the sphere of our own churches. Is it proper for us to seek dates and 

accept dates from those who do not go to the same denomination that we go to? 

Those who would defend this proposition usually have two arguments especially by 

which they place their stamp of approval on this custom. The first argument runs something like 

this: when a boy or girl begins dating, they are not immediately serious about the whole matter. 

They are simply seeking companionship from the opposite sex for a night out to a party or 

program where all who come have dates. It is not proper to say that this is immediately such a 

serious business and that marriage is contemplated at that point. Those who express concern 

about dating outside of the churches need not be unduly perturbed about the matter, for after all, 

"We are not going to marry that person." 

Concerning this objection, I would like to make a few remarks. It is true, of course, that 

the mere fact that one has a date, perhaps for the first time with a person, does not guarantee that 

marriage will be the outcome. Yet, it is also not true that a young boy or a young girl can go out 

with someone from the opposite sex just for the sake of companionship. It is naive to the extreme 

to say that a boy goes with a girl simply because he wants company, and that there is no 

difference between going with a girl or going with some of his own boyfriends. Dating is more 

than companionship. And to say that it is not is simply to ignore the facts. For when a boy has a 

date with a girl or when a girl accepts the invitation of a boy to spend an evening with him, there 

are certainly emotional factors that must be considered. There is certainly something to this 

business of "falling in love." And one, in going on a date, cannot ignore the possibility of 

becoming so attached to his or her partner that it is difficult, to say the least, to break up such a 

relationship. The possibility always is there that you will like a boy or girl so much that severing 

the relationship becomes almost impossible. And the longer you go with one person, the more of 

a reality this becomes. Dating is not something to be played with. It is not simply “playing the 

field." It is not true that a peaceful and happy marriage is possible only on the condition that you 

go out with many boys or girls before you finally settle down to married life, as is sometimes 

maintained. Possibly you will go with more than one boy or girl before the Lord leads you to 



your marriage partner, but this is not an indispensable prerequisite to a happy marriage. There is 

not much of worth in this first objection. 

There is however another reason which is usually brought up in support of one's policy of 

dating those from other churches. And this is, as is said, the possibility that the Lord may use you 

to bring someone outside the church into it. Through your dating of someone outside the church, 

you may he instrumental in bringing your boyfriend or girl friend into the church. 

This sounds like a very good argument, and it would appear that there is validity to it. 

Besides, the fact remains that our churches, because of their size do not make it easy for a boy or 

girl to find their life partner within the sphere of our own churches. And, I presume that there is 

some truth to the adage, "Familiarity breeds contempt." There is also the obvious argument that 

it has happened before and that therefore the possibility exists that it may happen again. 

Now, I certainly do not intend to ignore the problems involved and to brush them aside 

without consideration. After all, a girl is not in a position to take the initiative. Perhaps no one 

from her church ever asks her out for a night. A boy may try again and again and fail in securing 

a date if he limits his field to his own fellow society or convention girls. What then? Must he or 

she face life without the joys of married happiness? 

A few things can, however, be said about this. One indispensable prerequisite of happy 

and blessed married life is that both husband and wife have unity in their confession. They must 

agree as to what is the truth of the Word of God. They must agree in their confession of the truth, 

and therefore also in the matter of church attendance. If there is not this basic unity in the home, 

there will be unity in nothing. They must be able to go to church together, to desire to teach their 

children the same truth, to go together to the cross of Christ, to look together to the coming of the 

day of Jesus Christ, to be one in their battle of faith so that there is not division in their own 

ranks. If this is not true, then there will never be unity in anything. 

For this reason the church matter is not settled between a young man and a young woman 

until this matter is resolved. If you go with a boy or girl from another church, you have not 

settled the church matter until you have agreed on this fundamental point. And if you love the 

truth as you can and do confess it within our own churches, you have not settled this all 

important matter until the one with whom you are going has also learned to love it and confess it. 

A promise is not sufficient; your partner must not go with you to church for your sake; he or she 

must learn to love the truth. Until this happens, there is no possibility of happiness in your 

marriage. 

Now, taking both these things into consideration, the fact that dating is more than mere 

companionship and that this question of church affiliation must be settled, it stands to reason that 

to go with one outside of your church is walking on pretty thin ice. While you may be the means 

to lead such a one into the church, they may be the means to lead you away. If you become 

attached to a boy or girl, but cannot settle the church question, it will only lead to heartache and 

pain. And if you go through with marriage anyway, then you are simply making for yourself a 

life in which you will have nothing but grief and sadness, a life of constant regret. Marriage is 

too important and too sacred a relationship not to consider all this. 

Certainly then, if you do go with someone outside our churches, for your own happiness 

as well as for your own faithful walk before the sight of God, you do well to settle this matter 

finally and definitely before you become so involved that it is impossible for you emotionally 

and psychologically to break your relationships. 

But, on the other hand, if there is between you and the one whom you hope someday to 

marry, that true spiritual unity of the faith, then your marriage will be happy and blessed. It will 



be a relationship in which you have the constant assurance of the favor of your God to be your 

support through the difficult path of life. You will have companionship and happiness in the 

highest sense of the word to enjoy life here below in God's church and to look together to the 

time when you will enter into the perfect relationship of Christ and His elect bride forever. 
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