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Once again we find ourselves in those days when our attention is focused more 

particularly on the fulfillment of those prophetic words of God which He gave us through the 

prophet Isaiah, 

"For unto us a child is born, 

Unto us a son is given...” 

With a view to this fact the undersigned has been requested to write a few lines on the 

topic, "The Importance and Significance of the Genealogy of Christ." And it was suggested that 

the question be answered as to whether Mary was the last descendant of the line of David. We 

prefer to arrange our material under the title given above, Christ, The Seed of David According 

to the Flesh. That surely is what His genealogies reveal to us; and His genealogy has significance 

exactly because of that fact that He is of the seed of David according to the flesh. 

As far as the question as to whether Mary was the last descendant of David, we may say 

that this certainly was not the case. Joseph also, very plainly was a descendant of David. For he 

took Mary with him to Bethlehem to he registered for the taxation which Caesar intended to 

impose upon the Jews. And we read, literally in Luke 2:4 that Joseph went to Bethlehem 

"because he was of the house and lineage of David." And, thus, we see that unless Joseph were 

not also a descendant of David, the prophecies of His birth in Bethlehem would not have been 

fulfilled. And the lineage of Joseph certainly has this significance that it served for the 

arrangement of Jesus' birth in the city of Bethlehem as it had been prophesied by the prophet 

Micah. 

But if you ask whether Mary was the last descendant of David in the royal line, that is, as 

a descendant of Solomon, Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa and so down the line of the kings that came 

from David's loins, indeed then we see no reason at all for taking any other stand than that Mary 

was the last of these descendants of David. This we believe is the meaning also of Isaiah 53:2 

that Christ comes "as a root out of a dry ground." And the words of Mary to the angel, "How 

shall this be, seeing I know not a man?" spring forth exactly from that fact that she knew, too, 

that this royal lineage ended in her as a virgin. Her words then mean that she does not know 

anyone whom she can marry, in the place of Joseph, who can, as the angel says, serve as the one 

through whom "the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David." Joseph could 

not give him the throne of his father David, for Joseph was not in the royal line of David's seed. 

But is it not possible that Mary was not of this royal seed and realizes that her husband 

and the father of her Son must be such and therefore asks this question? No, the text from which 

we borrowed our theme above makes it very plain that she is of the seed of David. Paul writes in 

Romans 1:3, "Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh." And since Mary's question as to how these things can be shows that she 

realizes that Joseph cannot be the father of this promised seed of David to realize the throne of 

David for Him, it is evident the genealogies mentioned in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 are of Mary and 

not of Joseph. To be sure each time the name Joseph appears there rather than the name Mary. 

But note that this is indeed the royal seed of David mentioned in Matthew 1. For it traces the 

genealogies of Christ through David's son Solomon, Rehoboam, Abijab, Asa, and a down the 

line of the kings of the kingdom of Judah. This must he the line of Mary’s father, whose name 



then is Jacob. And that he begat Joseph the husband of Mary means that he begot him legally, 

that is Joseph was the son-in-law of Jacob. 

One other point yet, could it possibly be  that Mary is not the only descendant of David in 

the royal line of his offspring but that she had lost track of these generations and means simply 

by her statement, “I know not a man," that she does not know where to find a man whom she can 

marry and bring forth this son of David? No, this, too, is quite impossible. And Mary’s question 

even precludes that possibility. For she does not ask as to where she will find such a man. She 

does not ask for the name of the man or whether she shall go down to Bethlehem, or at least to 

Judea to look for such a man. Nor does she ask as whether she should break this betrothal to 

Joseph - which was far more than and “engagement" to be married as is the custom of this 

present day. No, she asks how these things CAN be. In her mind it is impossible! There simply is 

not a man left of the royal seed of David. She knows that. And she knows, too, that only a child 

born to her can possibly be an heir to that throne of David. For further light on this matter we 

suggest that you refer to pages 182-185 of the Rev. H. Hoeksema's book on the Heidelberg 

Catechism, Volume III, The Death of the Son of God. And for the rest we simply point out that 

truth of the text from which we have borrowed our theme. Christ is of the seed of David 

according to the flesh. Organically through Mary and not simply legally through Joseph He is 

David's royal seed and so receives the throne of His father David. 

Then His lineage has significance. For all His work of salvation can have meaning for us 

only because He represented us on the cross, in the resurrection and even now at the right hand 

of God the Father in heaven. On the cross He did not simply die for sin in general. He died for 

the sins of His people. When He arose from the dead He did not simply rise as an individual who 

had conquered the power of death for Himself. He rose for our justification and therefore with 

resurrection victory for all His Church. That is why the graves of many of the saints were opened 

at His resurrection and these also rose from the dead. When He ascended up to heaven He did so 

unto His Father and to our Father as our head and not simply as an individual. 

The world may celebrate Christmas and does celebrate a commercialized Christmas; but 

if the world really understood what Christmas means and could truly see Him as "He that is born 

king of the Jews," as the son of David Who sits on His throne, then Christmas is not a day for 

carnal celebration, feasting and revelry. Instead it is a day that speaks of a terrible doom and 

destruction that comes upon all the enemies of the Church. 

He IS the seed of David and to Him IS given the throne of His father David. His 

genealogies should be traced by you and me, by His Church. It is important that the Church do 

this! For in this genealogy we see not only that He is one of us but that He is also our King and 

representative head Whose righteousness is ours and in Whose reward we by God's grace shall 

share. 

But - the world can find no comfort in this genealogy. Nor for that matter can the 

Arminian who wants a Christ that dies for sin in general and whose resurrection and glory can be 

had by us only as we make Him king and give Him room and a throne in our hearts. But let the 

Church trace this work of God from Adam through David and his royal seed to the Christ and 

find comfort in this truth that Mary's Son is our King Who delivered us from all our enemies, 

rules us by His Spirit and leads us to everlasting glory. 
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