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Week 18 

 

Judges 17:1-13: Image Worship in a Family 

 

With chapter 16, the chronological history of the judges is finished. Chapters 17-21 are 

an appendix to the book of judges which demonstrate the appalling ungodliness of Israel, and her 

desperate need for a king. Notice the recurring phrase in 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, and 21:25. This 

appendix is divided into two sections—chapters 17 and 18 show that Israel was given over to the 

sin of idolatry, and chapters 19-21 show Israel was given over to that of fornication. 

We must not suppose that every Israelite was so wicked; surely God preserved a remnant 

in holiness. But the situation in Israel was bad. Sin was not only committed, but also tolerated, 

approved of, and encouraged. 

So it is in the church, in the last days before Christ returns. How badly we need Christ—

not only for the atonement and forgiveness of sins, but also as our King to work in us perfectly to 

obey God’s law! As the faithful remnant in that day must have yearned for a king, so must we 

today yearn for the return of Christ, to make His church perfect and sinless. 

 

1.   From Judges 18:30, do your best to explain about what time during the period of the judges 

this incident happened. 

2.   Of what sins was Micah guilty—and how are we guilty of the same? 

3.   Did Micah indicate genuine sorrow for his sin? 

4.   What does this chapter indicate about the corruption of family life—and how does this apply 

to us? 

5.   How does the chapter indicate that all involved in this sin were callous to sin? How are we 

like this? 

6.   How does Micah manifest his false confidence in the Lord’s blessing on him? Does God 

bless us when we pursue a path of sin? If so, how are these blessings manifest? 

7.   What does this chapter teach us about Jesus Christ? 

 

 

Week 19 

 

Judges 18:1-31: Image Worship in a Tribe 

 

Continuing to teach us how the sin of image worship pervaded Israel, Judges 18 speaks of 

a development in this sin, over what we were told in Judges 17. Not only a man and his house, 

but now a whole tribe give themselves over to image worship! 

How applicable this is to today. Not only individual people and families, but whole 

churches are departing from the right worship of the true God, to worship Him as they think best, 

and even to worship other gods! 

This sin begins, not with a conscious decision of Dan to serve images, but with a 

conscious decision of Dan to expand their territory beyond that which God had given them. They 



are not happy with the lot that fell to them! Being discontent regarding God’s will, and unhappy 

with their place in the promised land, they are vulnerable to this heinous sin of image worship. 

 

1.   Was it wrong for the tribe of the Danites to seek an inheritance to dwell in, verse 1? And 

related, but different: was it wrong for them to take it from the Zidonians, verse 7-10, 27-29? 

2.   How are verses 5-6 instructive regarding the activity of false prophets? Was it not true that 

God did prosper their way? 

3.   Does the chapter give any indication that God’s people knew better than to worship images? 

4.   Of what other sinful actions on the part of the Danites does this chapter speak? 

5.   What does verse 30 tell us about the timing of this event? 

6.   How do these events explain what we read in Judges 2:10? 

7.   What does this chapter teach us about Christ? Will Christ as king be like David, who 

enforced outward obedience to the first table of the law? Or will Christ be even greater than 

David in this respect? (Jeremiah 31:33-34). 

8.   What attribute of God is extolled by the understanding of this narrative? 

9.   How are we to manifest our contentment with the lot that fell to us—the place God gave us in 

His covenant? 

10. Read Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 35. Discuss what is involved in the proper worship 

of God, and how it is possible for the church today to avoid the sin of image worship. 

 

 

Week 20 

 

Judges 19:1-30: Gross Fornication! 

 

With this chapter begins the second illustration of Israel’s wickedness in the time of the 

judges, and the second illustration of her need for a king. The sin this time is against the seventh 

commandment, instead of the second. And it is performed by members of a different tribe—

indicating that gross sin was not limited just to a small part of Israel, but was widespread. But the 

sin is among the most heinous of sins that mankind could ever commit—men with men burning 

in their lust toward one another, and working that which is unseemly (Romans 1:27)! 

Today sexual sins are rampant in the church, and even this basest form of sexual sin is 

tolerated in the church. Here is a good opportunity to ask what we can do to keep our churches of 

sexual sin in all its forms. 

 

1.   How many instances of fornication are recorded in this chapter? Of them, which is the worst? 

What does Romans 1:24-27 teach about why this sin is found among men? 

2.   Why did the Levite not lodge in the nearer city, but keep traveling until he came to Gibeah 

(vs. 11-15)? What does this fact underscore about the sins of the men of Gibeah? 

3.   Why did the old man invite the travelers into his home (vs. 16-21)? 

4.   Verse 30 speaks of the reaction of the people of Israel to this sin. Was it right for the people 

to be angry, or not? Does this reaction indicate that this was really the worst sin committed since 

Israel came out of Egypt, or are the people self-righteously ignoring their own sin, as they 

condemn the sin of another? 

5.   What is the relationship of the sin recorded in chapters 19-21 to that recorded in chapters 17-

18? 



6.   In light of God’s law and warning in Leviticus 18, what explains the fact that so soon after 

settling into the land of Canaan, Israel became guilty of such heinous sins? 

7.   Is the church today like Israel of that day? If so, how? And what can we do to oppose the 

sexual filthiness which the church tolerates? 

8.   Specifically regarding the sin of homosexuality: what must be our view of this sin? Can those 

who commit this sin be saved? If so, what must happen for them to experience that salvation? (I 

Corinthians 6:9-11). 

9.   What, again, does this chapter say about Jesus Christ? 

 

 

Week 21 

 

Judges 20:1-48: Benjamin Chastised for Tolerating Gross Sin 

 

If God judged the Canaanites for their great wickedness by destroying them, and giving 

their land to Israel, then surely God must also judge Israel for committing the same sins that the 

Canaanites committed. This chapter illustrates that God hates sin and punishes those who 

commit it, even though they be outwardly in His covenant. 

That God hates not only sin, but also sinners, and that God punishes sinners, is not a 

popular idea today. Some might say that whereas in the Old Testament God did so, He does not 

in the New, because Christ has come. Rightly understood, though, this chapter shows that God 

will always judge those in His covenant who sin, who tolerate sin, and who are not sorry for sin. 

God executes this judgment through His church. Even in the Old Testament, sinners were 

stoned to death by other Israelites. So today, the church must pass judgment on sinners in her 

midst. If she does not, God will bring judgment on the church! 

Our God is a consuming fire! To fall into His hands is a fearful thing! (Hebrews 10:28-

31). Let this motivate us to avoid sin and obey His law. But even more, let us be motivated by 

gratitude to Him for saving us in Christ, and a desire to be holy and enjoy fellowship with Him. 

 

1.   Verses 1-13: how is it evident that Israel loved justice? Explain that even the way in which 

they conducted this trial was just. 

2.   Verses 14-17: what do these verses indicate about Benjamin’s view of sin? How might we 

manifest the same view? 

3.   Verse 18-48: was it right for Israel to fight against Benjamin? 

4.   Verses 18-25: what was God’s purpose in causing Israel to be defeated twice, before 

destroying Benjamin? (Does I Peter 4:17-18 shed any light on this?) 

5.   Verses 27-28: about when did this incident happen? 

6.   Verse 15, compared with verses 35, 46, 48: what is the end result of Benjamin? How did this 

affect all of Israel? How did this “jeopardize” (from a human viewpoint) the salvation of all 

Israel? 

7.   Perhaps we think that, because Christ died for us and bore our sin, God is no longer angry 

with the sins of the members of His church. In light of this chapter, discuss: Why cannot God 

tolerate sin in His church? Why must He judge sinners in His covenant? And how does He 

manifest this judgment? 

8.   What must be our attitude toward those in the church who commit gross sins and are not 

sorry for them? May we be their friends, because they are in the same church? What is our 



calling as individuals regarding these people? And what is our calling as a congregation 

regarding them? 

9.   How are we to deal with those in the church who, although not guilty of impenitence in sin 

themselves, are friends with others who are impenitent in sin? 

  

 

Week 22 

Judges 21:1-25: Benjamin’s Restoration 

 

Many think that because God is merciful, He sets aside His justice. Because He loves all 

men, He will not punish any. But chapters 20 and 21 demonstrate that it is not so. Chapter 20 

clearly illustrated God’s justice towards sinners in His covenant—Benjamin is chastised. Chapter 

21 illustrates God’s mercy toward those in His covenant—Benjamin is restored. 

Let us not overlook the order. First God’s justice must be satisfied, then God’s mercy will 

be shown! So it is for us too. We can experience God’s grace and mercy only after His justice is 

satisfied. This means that God’s mercy is shown only to those for whom His justice was 

satisfied—only to His covenant people for whom Christ died. And God’s mercy is shown to 

us on the basis of that satisfaction. Every token of God’s love and favor which you and I receive 

from Him is evidence that Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was for us, and was complete for us. 

Here, then, is the gospel: in the way of judgment, God restores sinners to fellowship with 

Him! Let us see how this was true for Benjamin, and discuss how it is true today as well. 

 

1.   Verses 1-7: what is Israel’s great concern for Benjamin? Why is this her concern? 

2.   Verses 8-24: Israel used two ways to try to provide for Benjamin’s need. What were the two 

ways? Did Israel act rightly in this regard? 

3.   Why must Benjamin be restored? 

4.   On what basis can Benjamin, wretchedly sinful as she is, be restored? 

5.   What does this teach us about the restoration of sinners in the church of Jesus Christ—what 

kind of sinner may be restored? On what basis may he be restored? How may he be restored? 

6.   In your own life, have you experienced the same thing—that in the way of sin you were 

separated from the experience of God’s love; and that in the way of turning from sin, trusting in 

Christ’s complete sacrifice, and submitting to God’s judgments upon you for sin, you were 

restored again to His favor? 

7.   What, now, is the main point of Scripture in Judges 19-21? What lesson was God teaching 

Israel and us regarding Christ? And what lesson was He teaching Israel and us regarding the 

consequences of sin and the consequence of obedience? 
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