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In 2006 it is apparent that man truly is a lover of the flesh and revels in that which is 

unseemly. As Christians we antithetically strive to remove ourselves from the lusts of the world 

only to have it shoved down our throats by every mass media enterprise. The latest and 

“greatest” that is being dished up for us to choke on originates within the esteemed halls of our 

Congress. More specifically, it flashed across the computer screen of Senator Foley (R-Fla.) as 

he sent sexually graphic electronic messages to one of his pages (volunteer helper). While the 

media, and his spokesperson, continue to paint the picture for us with every garish color on their 

palette, we must remove ourselves from the front line and take notice of what is going on 

surrounding this whole circus. In particular we need to focus on seven aspects of this story that 

are conveniently being ignored, discarded, and watered down. 

1. Psalm 81:12 reads “So I gave them up unto their own heart’s lust: and they walked in 

their own counsels.” Without knowing, or needing to know, all of the details of this case, it is 

clear that Senator Foley (and many associated with him) is actively walking in the way of his 

own counsel and desires. As a senator he has been elected to serve the people of his state and to 

represent the core democratic ideals of his party within the legislature. His job is to be a servant 

of the people. Within this context it should strike us as to how powerful and persuasive Satan is 

in the hearts of men who reject the living God. Senator Foley became so wrapped up in his own 

lustful thoughts that he rejected his position as a servant of the people and began to use his 

workplace, and time, as an instrument for his desires. As I Timothy 6:9 prophesies “But they that 

will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 

men in destruction and perdition.” Here the Word of the Lord makes a startling distinction for us. 

Those that desire to be rich and have power will fall. Why? Because they have rejected the Lord 

and are following after their own counsels. Senator Foley is no more depraved than you or I, but 

by God’s grace we have not been given over to the desires of our heart nor allowed to drown in 

perdition. Our prayer should be for the Spirit of Christ to work within him according to His will 

to release him from the snares of this world. We should not feel empathy for the man who has 

given himself up to his own sin, but we must give thanks and rejoice in the fact that outside of 

the grace of God we too would be ensnared in our own folly. 

2. The fallen nature of man is predictable and consistent. Like Adam and Eve in the 

garden, Senator Foley is seeking an excuse for his sin outside of himself, and like unto Pilot he is 

attempting to wash his hands of responsibility for the consequences that have transpired. “I’m an 

alcoholic.” “I was sexually abused as a young man.” “It is the Church’s fault!” How many more 

excuses can he come up with in the next few days? The progression of the excuses mirrors that 

of our society. Each excuse gains a foothold within the empathetic hearts and minds of more and 

more Americans. From that position, first as an alcoholic, he is able to get some to empathize 

with him because of his addiction, and then more for his abuse, and finally he is able to bring in 

hatred against others, the Church, for making him be this way. And Americans buy the excuses 

and blame. Why? Because as a whole we prefer not to stand in judgment of individuals whose 

faces we see, whose faces closely mirror that of ourselves; we are more content to cast blame on 

society, or an organization at large, that is abstract, non-descript, or can be labeled with a single 

word. For anyone to evoke the judgment of the Word against the actions of the senator is 



perceived not only as an affront to Senator Foley’s past experiences, but also the American 

psyche. 

3. Perhaps the excuse that is most disheartening for the Church to hear is no excuse at all. 

“He was 21 at the time!” Instead of focusing on his sin, I mean error in his judgment, all must be 

swept under the rug now because it was all legal. The young man was an adult and therefore 

there was no impropriety on the Senator’s behalf. How carefully crafted is Satan within this 

whole process that the sting of God’s Word is removed from the equation because the laws of the 

land allow such conduct. The number of the young man’s days now dictates that the sexual lusts 

and homosexuality were not sin and Senator Foley is innocent of wrong doing. 

4. Stepping back still further we see the frenzy that has been created within the rest of 

Congress itself. Politicians, using the media, are capitalizing on someone else’s misfortune. Now 

his actions can be called a sin again, not because the Word of God says so, but because it is to 

the political advantage of others 30 days before another election. These too are the modern day 

Pilots who are washing their hands of impropriety in fake innocence. While the spotlight is on 

someone else, they desire to gain a political advantage and deny their own temptations and 

snares that they are entangled within—juxtaposed to the man of God who is continually humbled 

in the sight of sin and made more aware of our sinful natures, these men become bold in 

themselves. Rather than appealing to God’s grace and mercy to save us all from our sinful 

natures they bellow out “Vote for me!” because I have not done that sin (at least not that you are 

aware of) and I can save this country. In man’s shallowness they appeal to the truth of the Word 

by correctly calling these actions sins, but they pervert it for their own ends. 

5. Expanding upon the last point we cannot forget about how corporate responsibility is 

being ceremoniously dragged into all of this. As Christians we understand the nature of being 

part of the body of Christ and the responsibility that comes from such membership. We have a 

duty to work together and to hold one another accountable before God. In a perversion of this 

idea we see the broad strokes of corporate responsibility being painted for political gain of an 

entire party. Overnight Senator Foley became the spokesman for the entire Republican Party and 

mainstream Christians. All Republicans are under attack because they belong to the same party 

as him (this is the same tactic oftentimes used against the president’s party when his poll 

numbers are low). Rather than challenging the individual, this has resulted in an attack on the 

entire party. True, responsibility is there for those that knew about this and did nothing, but do 

not be fooled for a moment that this responsibility is defined by party lines. Furthermore, 

responsibility for “sins” should be demanded at all times, not just months before an election 

cycle. 

6. Broadening our scope even more we must be impressed, and yet tremble, at how the 

realities of our economic age are being exposed. What got Senator Foley in trouble? His Instant 

Messaging posts that he was writing from his personal computer, late at night, years ago. The 

electronic and digital age is truly revolutionary, especially in the amount of information that can 

now be stored and collected. Our every stroke on the keyboard can be monitored and recorded. 

How easy it will be then for anti-Christ to find and persecute the Church, and even much easier 

to cut us off from how we communicate one with another. It is not so much that we are being 

watched now as it that we can be watched right now three years into the future. Hopefully such 

knowledge will extrinsically encourage us to live antithetically and be careful with what e-mails 

we send, what pictures we post, what blogs we respond to, what sites we “visit”, and how much 

general time we dedicate to the world-wide web. May the Lord use even this to admonish and 

restrict us in our daily walk. 



7. As Christians the most troubling aspect about this whole ordeal (and it is being made 

into an ordeal) is the complete denial of God’s judgment. Sin is accursed in God’s sight and He 

will deal justly, burning them up leaving neither root nor branch (Malachi 4:1). Just punishment 

is not a slap on the hand, a well-timed resignation, or even defeat at the polls, but rather an 

eternity in hell-fire. The iniquity of man makes this event an ordeal as men ladened with their 

own sins attempt to deal with fellow sinners in a mock display of justice. As God’s children we 

may not so casually dismiss God’s righteous judgment in this, and against all those that actively 

tolerate such wickedness. Rather than having a cavalier attitude towards this sin may we pray 

that the Lord’s judgment be done and be done quickly. As for ourselves we rest assured in the 

saving knowledge that our sins of youth He remembers not (Psalter #217) as they are washed 

clean through the blood of Christ. 

In the days and weeks ahead more news will continue to be force-fed to us as it is 

“uncovered”. While it is being so, may we not lose the spectacles of scripture, nor the view of 

the whole picture and its context within the depravity of man. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 65 No 11 December 2006 


