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“What’s in a word,” they say? What’s in a word? You couldn’t imagine your life without 

them. It would be so lonely. Unable to communicate, unable to express your thoughts. So much 

frustration, so many walls built all because you couldn’t say what was on your mind. 

Words are so essential in how we communicate with one another; yet sometimes we can 

place too much emphasis on them. Yes, they can define us, they can help us and they can build 

us up. They can do so many things. But the words that we speak, the ones that come from our 

own lips, can never save us. 

The one area of our lives where words are such a blessing is in the life of our prayers. It’s 

amazing that we who are so unworthy can come before the throne of God with our petitions and 

requests. Prayer is a joy of the covenant, and the fact that God has chosen us for such should 

amaze us every day. 

It’s important that we come to God in the right attitude and the right frame of mind. We 

must come in humility and therefore bow our heads. We must come fully focused and therefore 

we close our eyes and fold our hands. These things keep us from distractions. There is a purpose 

to these actions. They are not meaningless rituals or empty gestures. There are habits that we 

form in order to get us in the right state of mind when we pray. 

It follows then that we are careful with the words that we use. We don’t throw any 

random word in. We avoid those words that sound disrespectful or nonchalant. We use words 

that reflect our awe of God’s majesty. Using pronouns like “thee” and “thou” help us separate 

God from the ordinary, the mundane and the vulgar. Such language come from a time when 

people were slightly more respectful of their peers and elders. The use of thee and thou reminds 

us that we are not talking to a friend, a spouse, or any other human being. Instead we are 

speaking to the Creator and Sustainer of life. 

If there is ever an opportunity to give God more respect we should never deny it. The use 

of thee and thou is such an opportunity and can become a healthy, meaningful habit. It will 

condition us to realize the glory of God and the unworthiness that is inherent to us. It will help us 

to mentally divide the common from the holy and speaks to us “Remove your shoes for this, this 

is holy ground.” 

Yet we may never assume that there is righteousness in these words. They do not make 

us holier or bring us closer to heaven. Christ and the sanctifying work of His Holy Spirit do that. 

The words of depraved sinners can never buy any salvation on their behalf. We may enter boldly 

before the throne of grace yet Christ intercedes every prayer and brings it to the Father. The 

Father hears the sweet voice of His Son as He brings the prayers of those that the Father has 

given to Him. 

God is pleased by prayers that come from a sincere heart. He is not pleased by the 

sacrifices on the altar. He is not pleased by the empty rituals of man, by what is ostentatious and 

showy. Christ rejected the prayer of the Pharisee as He rejects all prayers that have a self-seeking 

motive. 

Christ knows His own and mediates for all His sheep no matter how well trained in 

praying they might be. He mediates for the young child learning to pray. He mediates for the 

learned professor who has been praying for years. He tries the heart to see if His people pray in 

faith whether they use thee and thou or whether they don’t. We can not judge what is heard by 



the Father although we can judge what is disrespectful and displeasing to God. Some prayers 

blatantly mock the holiness of God such as the prayer of the Pharisee. We therefore pray that 

God gives us the grace to never pray in such a manner. 

The publican did not lift his eyes when he prayed. He knew that he was unworthy to be in 

the presence of God. So it must be with us. Our prayers are not worthy to be interceded by 

Christ. We are not worthy in and of ourselves to have our petitions brought before the Father. 

Yet in His amazing love, He does hear our prayers. There is no need for you to lift your eyes 

when you pray to see if heaven will respond or man will see. Always remember that God hears 

and sees the heart and He knows every beat. So in faith find your corner where it will be 

conducive to pray. Choose the best words of your heart, words of love and respect because this is 

to communicate with the One who caused you to speak, who caused you to say Abba, Father 

when you were still in your sin. Fall upon your knees and say, “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 
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