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Week 14 

 

Judges 13:1-25: Samson’s Birth and Call 

 

Samson was unique among the judges. He alone was a Nazarite. His strength was 

legendary, and still is. And he delivered Israel single-handedly—Gideon fought with just a few, 

but Samson fought alone. In all these ways, he was a picture of Jesus Christ. 

Samson also was the last of the judges—apart from Samuel. But Samuel’s judgeship (I 

Samuel 7:15ff) was less a deliverance of Israel from her enemies, than it was a causing Israel to 

walk in the fear of God. Samson was the last of the judges to deliver Israel from her great 

oppressor, the Philistines. 

Yet his work was only a beginning. It was too great for even the great Samson. The 

finishing of this work required a king—David would be the one finally and completely to subdue 

the Philistines. 

That God would use Samson in a unique way to achieve great things for His covenant 

people is evident already in this chapter. God announces Samson’s birth to a barren mother. He 

requires of Samson’s parents that they raise their child a Nazarite from birth. What a picture, 

again, of the salvation He gave us in Christ, whose birth to a virgin already indicated that He 

would be unique—the savior of the church, the head of elect humanity! 

 

Verse 1: Israel’s oppression 

 

1.  Is this the same, or a different, oppression of Israel by the Philistines than that mentioned in 

Judges 10:6-7? 

2.  What part of Israel especially is oppressed by the Philistines? 

3.  How does it become apparent that Israel’s oppression was especially miserable? 

 

Verses 2-23: The announcement of Samson’s birth. 

 

1.  Why is it significant that Samson’s mother was barren? 

2.  Using a Bible dictionary, find the meaning of the name “Samson.” 

3.  Using a Bible commentary, study verse 18 and explain what the angel means that his name is 

“secret.” 

4.  How, and why, did the angel of the Lord do “wonderously” (vs. 19)? 

5.  This was a time of great idolatry. Is there any indication that Samson’s parents also were 

weak in faith, or not? 

 

Verses 4, 5, 7, 14: Samson the Nazarite from birth 

 

1.  What, really, was a Nazarite? Using a Bible dictionary, find what the word means. What 

fundamental truth did the Nazarite show Israel? 



2.  To what three special laws were Nazarites bound? How did these three particularly illustrate 

the fundamental truth that the Nazarite meant to show Israel? 

3.  Why was Samson bound only to two of them? 

4.  Why was his mother bound to one of them, during her pregnancy? 

5.  Were most Nazarites made Nazarites from birth, for life? If not, what was true of most 

Nazarites? Why was Samson different? 

6.  In this respect especially, Samson was a picture of Jesus Christ. But how? Was Christ a 

Nazarite? If not, how was Samson as a Nazarite a picture of Christ? 

 

Verses 24-25: Samson’s birth and growth 

 

1.  Where are Zorah and Eshtaol? 

2.  What does it mean that the Spirit of the LORD began to move Samson? 

 

 

Week 15 

 

Judges 14:1-20: Samson’s Marriage to a Philistine Woman 

 

We noted last week that Samson was unique as regards his birth, his being a Nazarite, 

and his strength. But he stands out also as a sinner. Scripture records one great sin of Gideon as 

judge (Judges 8:22ff); but it indicates that Samson battled another great sin, his whole life. 

Having noted last week that Samson is a picture of Christ, we now note that, as a sinner, 

he fails as a picture of Christ. Christ was without sin. And Christ devotes Himself to one woman, 

whom He makes godly—His church (pictured in Israel), not the world (pictured by the 

Philistines). 

So, we must take warning from Samson’s sins. Particularly, let us not dilly dally with the 

young men and women of the world! Let us find our life mates in the church. 

And yet, the gospel includes this…God uses sin to accomplish His purpose (Acts 4:27-

28)! What a comfort to us, who, like Samson, are truly God’s children, and yet constantly battle 

with sin. 

 

Verses 1-7: Samson’s desire to marry a woman of Timnath 

 

1.  Was Samson right in desiring to marry this woman? 

2.  Were his parents right in discouraging him from doing so? Were they right in taking her for 

him? 

3.  What is the point of the phrase in verse 4, “it was of the LORD”? 

 

Verse 6: Samson’s great strength 

 

1.  Find other indications in chapters 14-16 that Samson is noted for his strength. 

2.  What explains Samson’s strength? 

3.  What was significant about Samson killing a lion? Is this in any way a picture of the work of 

Christ? 

 



Verses 8-20: Samson’s marriage 

 

1.  What impression do these verses give about Samson’s wife? 

2.  How should we evaluate Samson’s killing of 30 men, verse 19? Was it spite? Personal 

vengeance? Or is this too an indication of his faith (Hebrews 11:32)? 

 

 

Week 16 

 

Judges 15:1-20: Samson’s Judgeship 

 

Here are recorded Samson’s amazing feats, his acts of war against the Philistines. To do 

these things, God had raised him up, and equipped him. 

Are we capable of fighting our enemies with the vengeance Samson had? Relying on the 

power of God in Jesus Christ, are we valiant in fighting our spiritual battles? You can say that 

not all of us are Samsons, and that God gave Samson unique gifts. Perhaps it is better to say that 

God gave Samson unique opportunities—the battles he fought were more public, and the 

casualties more extensive, than appears to be the case with the battles which we fight. But we 

must all fight. And the power to fight is found in Christ. Do we have the same hatred for God’s 

enemies? Do we have the same love for God’s cause? 

Christ did. Samson is a picture of Christ. Christ defeated some, already while He lived, in 

pronouncing upon them the woes and judgments that would certainly come upon them for their 

sin and unbelief. 

 

Verses 1-8: Samson avenging himself for his wife being given to another 

 

1.  Samson says he was more blameless than the Philistines (vs. 3). Was he really? Or was he 

wrong to kill these people? What help does verse 18 give in answering these questions? 

2.  Find passages in Scripture that speak of “vengeance,” and study them; on the basis of them, 

discuss what vengeance is, and who is permitted to avenge God’s people of the wrongs we 

suffer. 

3.  How is Samson here a picture of Christ, particularly of Christ as judge? 

 

Verses 9-17: Samson at Lehi 

 

1.  What is significant about the men of Judah coming to arrest Samson, rather than defending 

him? 

2.  What is the explanation for the great destruction which he worked that day? How does the 

weapon which he used underscore this? 

3.  What does “Ramath-lehi” mean (vs. 17)? 

 

Verses 18-20: Samson’s thirst 

 

1.  Explain verse 18—was Samson despairing? Complaining? Praying? Trusting? 

2.  Did the water really come out of the jaw? Why or why not? 

3.  What does Enhakkore mean? 



4.  Of what other incident recorded in Scripture, involving the Great Judge, does this one remind 

you? 

 

 

Week 17 

 

Judges 16:1-31: Samson’s Fall and Death 

 

Last week we noted Samson’s victories while alive; this week his victories in death. Last 

week his great zeal for God’s cause; this week his personal falls again. What a picture of a child 

of God, battling against sin not only outwardly but inwardly! Speaking for all God’s children, 

Paul wrote in Romans 7:21-25: “I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present 

with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my 

members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 

which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this 

death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 

of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” 

Yes, that is how it is. We serve the law of sin. So doing, we bring on ourselves misery. 

Israel did as a nation. Samson did personally. And this misery of sin leads us to see that our only 

hope is in Christ. And it leads us to long for everlasting life in heaven! Samson was delivered. 

Paul was delivered. We too shall be delivered! 

Samson fell in battle. He gave his life for the cause. And he received the victor’s crown, 

the reward of grace—for he believed (Hebrews 11:32). 

 

Verses 1-3: Samson in Gaza 

 

1.  What purpose did the gates of a city serve in Biblical times? And what is significant about 

Samson carrying these gates away? 

2.  How does Samson appear here as a picture of Jesus Christ? 

 

Verses 4-21: Samson and Delilah 

 

1.  List and discuss Samson’s various sins, recorded in these verses. Notice also the progression 

in his sin. How could this progression in sin have been stopped? 

2.  Why did God lead Samson into temptation and let him fall? 

3.  Why did Samson think that, after his hair was cut off, he could go out as at other times, and 

free himself (vs. 20); and why did God depart from him at this time, but not earlier? 

4.  How did Christ deal with temptation, and how ought we to deal with the temptations that 

Samson faced? 

 

Verses 22-31: Samson’s death 

 

1.  In verse 28 Samson prays that he might be “avenged.” Was this a proper, godly prayer, or 

not? What reasons do you have for your answer? 

2.  Murder and suicide are sins against the sixth commandment. Was Samson’s death sin against 

the sixth commandment in any respect? If not, why not? 



3.  In what respects is the death of Samson a picture of the death of Christ? 

4.  What lesson does his death, and his willingness to die, have for us in the spiritual battles that 

we fight? 
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