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Psalm 122:6-7: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be 

within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.” 

 

David, in this text, is speaking of how important it is that prayer is made for the peace of 

Jerusalem. Why is this peace such a concern for him? We are told in Scripture that there was 

much war in Israel during David’s reign. The nations about Israel were constantly making war 

with Israel. David’s strong desire for peace was of a different nature, although the wars were a 

concern for him. This desire of which he speaks in this psalm was a concern for the church, as he 

thinks about church life, and the relationship of believers in the church to one another. David 

understood this need for peace in the church, and the need is ever increasing as we approach the 

end of time. 

Is this peace our experience today? We’ve all heard of that dreadful “grapevine.” Sins of 

gossip and slander are common to all of us. All of us have used our sharp tongues to spread 

hurtful news about a brother or sister. Sure, all of God’s people fall into sin. Sometimes, these 

sins are very dreadful sins. Those who fall dreadfully are often the victims of the slander of the 

grapevine, which brings another question to mind. How can those who have fallen so far have 

peace with God, when the latest news going around in their own circles is a reminder of what 

they have done? On top of that, they are afflicted in their own conscience, and fight against a 

sinful flesh that loves that sin. These people need to be assured of the forgiveness of sin, just as 

much as those “who have no sin.” True peace is hard to find when people bite and devour one 

another with their words. 

Perhaps we don’t associate ourselves with this gossip chain. Maybe there is another way 

that we destroy our brothers and sisters in Christ. One way that comes to mind is the sin of 

hypocrisy. Perhaps we have that accusatory finger. We can think that we do service to someone 

by going to them and screaming, “REPENT! REPENT!” at the top of our lungs. We often make 

that our righteousness before God. 

We must be careful in the way that we go to someone who has sinned. We go to them in 

love, knowing our own depravity, and truly desiring their repentance. The sins of slander and 

hypocrisy are the most common ways we destroy others with our tongues. This is what James 

speaks of in Chapter 3 of his book when he says, “the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is 

the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of 

nature; and is set on fire of hell,” and again, “the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, 

full of deadly poison.” He also goes on to tell us that there is “confusion and every evil work” 

where the tongue is used in this way (Verse 16). 

Sure, it’s easy for us to long for peace if we are the victims of the gossip and slander, but 

it is equally important to pray for the peace of Jerusalem even when we have peace in our 

individual lives. After the words of the text considered, David gave the reason why we must 

always be fervent in our prayers for peace. We desire peace, not so we can feel good about 

ourselves and forget the rest, but “for my brethren and companion’s sakes, I will now say, Peace 

be within thee” (Verse 8). That is why it is a deep need of ours as well as it was for Old 

Testament Israel to dwell in sweet accord. 



What is it to have this peace, and who has this peace? This peace is the experience of the 

child of God whose only comfort is that he belongs to Christ. It is the feeling of joy that 

overwhelms the prodigal son as he is welcomed home, and embraced by the loving arms of his 

father. It is the experience of the believer as he stands washed in the blood of the Lamb. Only 

those whose sins are not imputed to them can experience this peace. 

Where do we find this peace? This peace is found in the Prince of Peace, our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. He alone can give us the wisdom and peace from above. “The wisdom that 

is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 

peace with them that make peace” (James 3:17-18). It speaks of the blessing of being a 

peacemaker. In order to make peace, this peace must already dwell in you by God’s sovereign 

grace. 

Does this peace fill your heart today? Perhaps there is unrest in your soul because of your 

sin. Do you feel crushed underneath the burden of guilt on your shoulders? Does the cloud of 

doubt and despair hide the light of day? Do you feel unworthy to have the peace and joy of 

salvation? Be assured that your redemption lies in the cross of Christ, and then with boldness, in 

the confidence of faith, approach the throne of grace in prayer. Salvation is for those who know 

their unworthiness, but who confess that the Lamb is worthy. His righteousness is imputed to us, 

because He took our sins and nailed it to His cross. Living in this assurance, we dwell in unity in 

the church, and “there the Lord commands His blessing, even life for evermore” (Psalm 133:3). 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 65 No 10 November 2006 


