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What a busy year! Faith PRC had the privilege to host the 2005 Protestant Reformed 

Young Peoples Convention. When we started planning, sometimes it seemed we were getting 

nowhere. But finally, all the activities and programs were coming together and we were 

confident that it was going to be a success. Now that the convention is over, it was a very 

enjoyable time had by all. 

I was chosen to be a representative from the Jr. Young Peoples Society to be on the 

steering committee and I was also placed on the activities committee. There was a good group of 

people on these committees, which made all the meetings and hard work successful. 

Monday morning, June 27, 2005, at 3:00AM the conventioneers started arriving at Faith 

PRC to begin registration. They began loading the buses, and once a bus was full it began its 12-

hour trip to Windermere Camp in Missouri, located on the Lake of the Ozarks. The bus ride was 

long, but many people slept, read books, or played games, which helped speed the trip up. We 

arrived at the camp around 4:00PM on Monday. 

During the week, there were many activities for us to do. There was also a lot of free 

time, which allowed us to make new friends or hang out with our old friends. Also during free 

time, there were a lot of things for us to do. Four boats were pulled down to Missouri so we were 

able to go tubing, skiing, or wake boarding. There were also canoes, kayaks, and paddle boats to 

use during our free time. An area in the lake called the Aqua Jump was also a lot of fun. The 

Aqua Jump consisted of four huge trampolines, blobs, the iceberg, a teeter-totter, and also some 

water logs. This could be used for a half hour per person. 

There were also things available after you signed up for them. One of these activities 

included a tour of a cave. This tour was very interesting, and also something that I was glad I 

could experience. When we got deep in to the cave our guide instructed us to sit in a circle and to 

turn our flashlights off. It was very dark. As we were sitting there, he began explaining that being 

in a cave without any lights is what an unbeliever is like without Christ helping them through 

this world. They do not know their way around and without Christ they are lost. But because we 

have Christ in our hearts he guides us and he leads us through this wicked world, just like our 

flashlights lead us through the cave. I really found this very interesting and I realized how 

important it is to have Christ in our lives. 

The other activity that required sign-up was called The Edge. The Edge included a high 

ropes course and also a low course. I really liked doing it but I will admit that sometimes it made 

me a little nervous to be so high off the ground walking on little ropes in the air. 

Other than free time there were also organized activities consisting of team games that we 

played on Tuesday and Wednesday. The camp also organized games that we played called the 

Barracuda Challenge. It involved games on land but also games in the water. Banquet was 

planned for Thursday night (which happened to be the only night it rained—only a light sprinkle 

though). After the banquet there was a sand castle contest and also a limbo contest. The winners 

of those contests received their registration fees back. 

With all of these activities available, I really cannot name one specific part at the 

convention that could be considered my favorite part. I had a very fun time at this convention 

because there was never a time which I could say I was bored. 



A couple of things did strike me during this convention. One was that everyone included 

one another. No one was left out. It seemed that nobody was afraid to meet new people, and if 

someone was alone they would be approached and included. It’s nice to see young people act 

Christ-like and not be ashamed of their faith. 

Another thing that struck me was that throughout the week we were constantly being 

reminded who we are; that we are children of God. Speeches were given that helped remind us of 

our calling in this world. The topics of the three speeches included: The Kingdom and It’s Royal 

Citizens, Our Worship of the King, and Our Kingdom Allegiance. At 4:00PM we had sectionals. 

These were different topics that we had to sign up for in our registration packet. There were 9 

different themes that you could have picked from: 

 

1. Esteeming Others and Self Esteem, a Christian View of Ourselves 

2. Practical Guidelines for Personal Devotions 

3. Technology and the End of Times 

4. Dating Those of Other Denominations—What Should Be Considered 

5. The Wonders of God’s Creation 

6. Christian Stewardship, Time and Talents 

7. Dealing Biblically with Psychological Issues 

8. Family Communication 

9. Peer Pressure and Importance of Christian Fellowship 

 

These were very interesting because they were subjects you wanted to learn more about. 

Then at 11:30PM we had devotions with the people in our cabins, with the chaperons leading 

them. During devotions we talked about our day, talked about who we met, talked about our 

problems, and then discussed a passage or theme. During this week we were constantly reminded 

about God and what He has done for us, and also how we are to act towards others and also 

towards Him. 

This convention has taught me that we have to slow down from our busy lives and take a 

minute to spend some time with God, especially as teenagers. We often get caught up in our lives 

and forget to spend time with God. Let this convention help us to become closer to God and 

thank Him for all that He has done. 

Finally I want to thank all those who made this convention possible. Those who helped 

with fundraisers, those who gave their time to be chaperons, and those who helped plan it. 

Thank-you for all your hard work. But finally we are to thank our heavenly Father who made all 

of this possible and who also gave us a safe and enjoyable convention. 
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