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Reverend Laning, 
If our good works profit us nothing, then why do we believe that there will be different 

levels in heaven? 

What kind of levels are the levels of heaven? If heaven is perfect and we are perfectly 

happy, will the people in levels higher than us be happier, or more perfect? 

If all sins are equal, why are there different levels of hell? (or aren’t there?) 

My friends and I have been discussing this for awhile and we have only come up with 

more questions. If you could try to explain these, that would be greatly appreciated. You could 

also write about it in the Beacon Lights. I think my friends would appreciate that. 

Thank you, 

Laurel Lotterman 

 

Dear Laurel, 
I thank you very much for your letter. You ask some very important questions on some 

subjects that are very commonly misunderstood. You also expressed your questions very well, 

and I would like to take a number of articles to answer them. 

Saved Solely by Christ’s Works; Yet Rewarded According to Our Works 
With regard to our good works, the following two statements are both true. They are not 

contradictory. 

 

• Our good works do profit us. 

• Our good works are not even part of our righteousness before God. 

 

Let me explain the second statement first. When we ask the question, Why are we 

righteous in the eyes of God? The answer is: Solely because of what Jesus did for us in our place. 

Our good works cannot contribute anything, because God can approve of only perfect 

righteousness, and even our best works are imperfect and defiled with sin (Heidelberg 

Catechism, Lord’s Day 24). The unbeliever cannot do any good works. The believer can do good 

works; but in this life even his best works are defiled with sin. He cannot do even one perfect 

work, as long as he still has his sinful nature. 

But it is still the case that our good works do profit us. God rewards us according to our 

works, so that the more good works we do, the greater our reward. At first this may seem 

contradictory, but we can see clearly that it is not when we consider the following: 

 

• The reward we receive is not a reward of merit, but of grace (Heidelberg 

Catechism, Q. & A. 63). In other words, it is not something that we have earned; 

it is a gift of God’s grace that we receive because of the work of Christ. 

• God rewards us according to our works, but not on the basis of our works. We 

are rewarded on the basis of what Christ has done, not on the basis of anything 

that we have done. The blessings God’s people receive are blessings Christ 



purchased for them by His suffering and death. But God gives to us these 

blessings in a way that relates to the good works we perform. The more good 

works we do, the more blessings we receive. In this life, God is constantly 

rewarding us according to our works. And the reward we will receive at the final 

judgment will also be according to our works. 

 

It is important that we see that Scripture and our Confessions clearly teach that God 

rewards us according to our works. Let us begin with our Confessions. The Heidelberg 

Catechism teaches this briefly in Question and Answer 63: 

 

Q. 63 What! Do not our good works merit, which yet God will reward 

in this and in a future life? 

A. 63 This reward is not of merit, but of grace. 

 

Here the Catechism says that God does indeed reward our good works, and that He does 

so both in this life and in a future life. It then adds that this reward is not a reward of merit, but of 

grace. 

In Article 24 of the Belgic Confession we confess the same truth: 

 

Therefore we do good works, but not to merit by them (for what can 

we merit?), nay, we are beholden (i.e. indebted—JAL) to God for the 

good works we do, and not He to us, since it is He that worketh in us 

both to will and to do of His good pleasure…. In the meantime, we do 

not deny that God rewards our good works, but it is through His grace 

that He crowns His gifts. 

 

God is the one who graciously works in us so that we will and do the good works, and 

then He rewards the very good works that He gave us the grace to do. Thus we see that this 

reward is all of grace. 

When we turn to the Bible, we will see that our Confessions rightly summarize the 

teaching of Holy Scripture. There are a number of passages that I would like to look at in this 

regard, and, Lord willing, I will begin with this next time. 
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