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July 1 Read Romans 3:10-19; Canons of Dordt 1:1 
 

The Canons of Dordt were written by the Reformed Churches in a Synod held in 1618-19. The 

men at that synod guided by the Holy Spirit wrote this document to combat errors concerning our 

salvation. Today the same errors are present and we do well to often read the Canons and study 

them. In the first article we find that we have fallen into sin. This fall was because of the original 

sin of Adam and Eve. By nature we are corrupt in every part of our being. Because of our moral 

depravity God would be just in leaving us in our sin and destroying us forever. The fact of our 

condition shows to us that of ourselves we can do nothing and without help would perish forever. 

Sing Psalter 1. 

 

July 2 Read John 3:14-21; Canons of Dordt 1:2 
 

From the gloom of yesterday’s article comes the bright hope of today’s. God loves us. What a 

beautiful thought and truth! God, who is perfect, loves a wicked morally corrupt sinner like me! 

In fact He loves me so much that He sent His only begotten Son to die the awful death on the 

cross. From the despair of Article 1 we go to the beauty of Article 2. What a comfort He has 

provided for us through His Son! People of God, let us remember what He has done for us. Let 

us go to the cross for the only way of salvation. Sing Psalter 398. 

 

July 3 Read Romans 10:8-17; Canons of Dordt 1:3 
 

After sending His Son to die for us, God also provided the way that we may be brought to 

salvation. This way is not in us. This way is through the preaching of the Word which is Christ. 

Today many of us were privileged to sit under the preaching of that Word. People of God, did 

you hear Christ? Were you listening for Him? Young people, did you consider that Christ was 

speaking to you today as you listened to the sermon? Did you try to hear about the salvation that 

Christ wrought for you? Let us be joyful to hear the Word proclaimed by those sent by God for 

us. Let us use this day to consider that Word and know it. Sing Psalter 334. 

 

July 4 Read I John 5:1-6; Canons of Dordt 1:4 
 

In the first article we were brought face to face with the wrath of God because of our sin. We 

deserve nothing less than eternal damnation. Then we were shown the way of salvation that God 

has provided for His people. Now we begin to see the means by which this salvation is given to 

us. Yesterday we learned about the preaching of the Word. Today we begin to learn about the 

idea of faith. By faith not only are we delivered from the punishment of sin, but we also are 

given the promise of eternal life. We also see that there are two kinds of people in this world. 

Those who receive the gift and those who do not. Let us who are the “called according to His 

purpose” receive Him with joy. Let us do that now and every day. Sing Psalter 35:1-4. 

 

July 5 Read Ephesians 2:1-8; Canons of Dordt 1:5 
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Here in this article we begin to see that the gift of faith is not of ourselves but only because of the 

grace of God. Like any gift we do not merit it. We can never earn it. We do not deserve it. Like 

any gift it is given by the good pleasure of the giver. We who are dead in the blackness of sin are 

given a glorious gift by the Light of the world. We are given the most precious gift that can ever 

be given. We are given the gift of eternal life. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. Sing 

Psalter 32:1, 3, 4. 

 

July 6 Read Romans 9:9-16; Canons of Dordt 1:6 
 

As the fathers develop this idea of salvation as a gift of God, they continue to go back to the fact 

that we by nature are dead in our sins and miseries. We are so dead that we are like a complete 

dead and dry stick which has no life. But God though the decree of election has given to us life. 

That dead stick now has life in it! What more can we want? Why would we think that we can 

have life of ourselves or even by a little bit of our doing? God in His mercy has given to us full 

and complete life! What a glorious gift! Sing Psalter 403. 

 

July 7 Read Ephesians 1:4-11; Canons of Dordt 1:7 
 

Here in this article we have a concise definition and explanation of the beautiful doctrine of 

election. Here we can find many answers to the questions which may puzzle us or questions 

others may ask about the hope which is in us. Here we see the truth that God is everything and 

man is nothing. Here we find the heart of the truth fought for by our fathers during the 

reformation. Let us return to this article often for comfort and solace in times of despair. Sing 

Psalter 237. 

 

July 8 Read John 10:11-18; Canons of Dordt 1:8 
 

Here we find that the doctrine of election is one for both the old and new dispensations. Our 

fathers said that from eternity God had ordained one church. From eternity He had called His 

people to be one in Christ. While the working out of the way of salvation was different for those 

of the old dispensation, the way of salvation was the same. That way was salvation by faith 

through Christ. Because God has ordained for us this way of salvation, we can be assured that it 

will never fail. Sing Psalter 222:1-5. 

 

July 9 Read I Peter 1:13-21; Canons of Dordt 1:9 
 

Once again the fathers return to the idea that nothing of the way of salvation is of man. Like Paul 

in the book of Romans they must put this question to rest. Those who do not hold to sovereign 

election want man to have a part in salvation. They will go to great lengths to give man that part. 

Why do they want to do this? Can not they see that men make a mess of everything to which 

they have put their hands? The answer must be that they do not want to give God the glory that 

belongs only to Him. What about you, people of God, do you hold to this doctrine? Do you say 

that God is all and man nothing? There is no other possibility. Sing Psalter 221. 

 

July 10 Read Acts 13:45-53; Canons of Dordt 1:10 
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The fathers continue to expand upon the idea that man has absolutely no part in his salvation. 

This was the heart of the controversy in the church of that day. This, too, is the heart of many 

who want nothing to do with the sovereign doctrine of election. Acts 13:48 is concrete proof 

from God Himself that He is the fountain from which our salvation flows. Do you believe that, 

people of God, or do you seek salvation some other way? If you do, rest assured that your way of 

salvation will fail. If you believe that God is the sole source of our salvation by grace through 

faith, then rest assured that He will fulfill that salvation and take you to glory. Sing Psalter 179. 

 

July 11 Read John 10:24-30; Canons of Dordt 1:11 
 

A very comforting and sure outcome of the doctrine of election is that election is forever. If God 

is a sovereign God, than His decrees will never fail. If we believe that He is sovereign over all 

things including our salvation, then we must never worry about falling into sin. God will bring to 

glory those whom He has ordained to bring to glory. As we worship Him let us remember this 

fact, and let us thank Him for it during each and every time we bow our heads in prayer. What a 

comfort this doctrine of election truly is! Sing Psalter 164. 

 

July 12 Read Ephesians 3:14-21; Canons of Dordt 1:12 
 

As we continue through our work week, we cannot help see those fruits of election in our lives. 

The question is, “Are we looking for them and recognizing them?“ Each of us must examine 

ourselves to see those fruits. We must sorrow for our sins. We must do this because our sins rise 

up against us. When we do this, we must fall on our knees in faith and pray through our elder 

brother to our sovereign God for forgiveness. By doing this we will receive the joy of our 

salvation each and every day. This will give to us much joy and pleasure and give to us an 

immeasurable comfort in the ways of God. Sing Psalter 83. 

 

July 13 Read Eph. 4:24-32; Canons of Dordt 1:13 
 

God not only provides for us the way of our salvation-a way that is so sure that it will never fail, 

but He has also provided the assurance in us of that way of salvation. In humbleness we see that 

all things come from Him. In humbleness we love Him who first loved us. In humbleness we do 

not try to change this glorious doctrine to suit our fancy. In this way God gives to us the 

assurance that we need. Sing Psalter 28. 

 

July 14 Read Romans 11:28-36; Canons of Dordt 1:14 
 

Here we find the fathers emphasizing to us that the doctrine of election needs to be proclaimed 

today. God reveals to us this doctrine in His Scriptures even as He revealed it to those who lived 

in the past. We must hear it preached. We must proclaim it as we do the work of evangelism in 

our home towns, or as we proclaim the gospel to the nations. Young people, do you speak of 

election with your friends? Do you hide the fact that you believe in salvation by faith alone? If 

we do not continue to proclaim this doctrine, we will not feel the comfort in our hearts that it 

affords. Let us not reduce the doctrine of election to man’s endless questions and analysis. Let us 

believe election for what it is-God’s glorious plan for His people’s salvation. Sing Psalter 176. 
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July 15 Read Romans 10:14-23; Canons of Dordt 1:15 
 

Companion to the doctrine of election is the doctrine of reprobation. This is also known as the 

doctrine of double predestination. God not only chooses those whom He will to eternal life, He 

condemns others to everlasting hell. He does this because He is a righteous judge. We can be 

comforted in this because we know that we, too, should be condemned to hell except for His 

good pleasure. Do you believe that God is God, people of God? If you do, then you will embrace 

these doctrines as the work of our sovereign God and will be comforted in whatever way He 

leads you. Sing Psalter 224. 

 

July 16 Read I Cor. 5:1-7; Canons of Dordt 1:16 
 

There are times in our lives in which we do not feel the comfort afforded by the doctrine of 

election. Because of sin and the war that Satan wages against us, we may fall into the bonds of 

despair. As the article says, we may even be worried about being reprobate. But the article as 

well as Scriptures assures us that as we make use of the means of prayer, Bible reading and 

meditation, as well as other means, we will find the comfort ordained by God in His good time 

and pleasure. This should cause us to fight the fight of faith with vigor, using the means that God 

has given to us to fight sin and Satan. Let us consider this as we prepare ourselves to make use of 

the means of grace in tomorrow’s worship services. Sing Psalter 160. 

 

July 17 Read Acts 2:37-42; Canons of Dordt 1:17 
 

Our God is so gracious to us. He even considers the questions of those whose loved ones have 

died before they could make a conscious confession of their faith in Christ. He tells to us that the 

doctrine of election is for them as well. Those souls who are comprehended in the covenant of 

grace are also part of this doctrine and ultimately of salvation. Grieving parents can be comforted 

at the graveside by this truth and aspect of election. Sing Psalter 53. 

 

July 18 Read Matthew 20:1-16; Canons of Dordt 1:18 
 

At the end of this first section of the Canons, the fathers repeat the questions and answers of 

Romans 10. These questions have been asked often by men. These questions should not be asked 

by us. If we believe in the sovereign God of the covenant we will rest assured in our salvation 

and election. To Him be all glory alone! Sing Psalter 84. 

 

July 19 Read Deut. 28:15-22; Canons of Dordt 2:1 
 

This section of the Canons deals with the atonement which Christ has made for us. Once again 

we are brought to realize that we are miserable sinners in ourselves. We also realize that there is 

nothing that we can do to make satisfaction for our guilt. God’s justice must be satisfied. Of that 

there is no doubt. Once we come to this realization we have no choice but to look to God 

Himself for the satisfaction that He requires. Let us go to Him each and every day and thank Him 

for the salvation that He has given to us in Christ. Sing Psalter 65. 
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July 20 Read Galatians 3:7-14; Canons of Dordt 2:2 
 

Thankfully God has provided for us a way of escape. That way is not in us or in any other 

creature found upon the earth. That way is in God Himself who provided for us a lamb, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Christ came to this earth and was made accursed for our sake. He put aside His 

heavenly glory on our behalf because there was no way we could obtain salvation in or of 

ourselves. This truth must be pondered daily by us. We must defend it. It is the heart of the 

gospel. Sing Psalter 243:1, 2, 5. 

 

July 21 Read I John 2:1-7; Canons of Dordt 2:3 
 

How great was the sacrifice wrought by Christ on the cross? It was so great that it was sufficient 

for the whole world. This is the testimony of this article and Scripture as well. Did Jesus die for 

all men? We know better than that. The confessions and Scripture both testify that His death 

were for those “whom the Father had given Him. “But when we think of each of our sins we can 

truly appreciate how great the death of Christ was. It is the only way to salvation and it is of 

value unmeasured. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. Sing Psalter 362. 

 

July 22 Read Romans 8:1-8; Canons of Dordt 2:4 
 

God’s requirements for our Savior were very strict. So rigid were they that no one person or 

creature could satisfy those requirements. These requirements could not even be satisfied by a 

committee. These requirements were good. Why, might you ask? This was the only way that we 

could be saved. If left up to any other person, persons, or creature, we would have never received 

salvation. By this means God’s justice was completely satisfied and our salvation is sure. For  

what more can we ask? Absolutely nothing! Sing Psalter 230: 1, 2, 5, 6. 

 

July 23 Read Mark 16:14-20; Canons of Dordt 2:5 
 

Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for the entire world. That good news or gospel must be proclaimed 

to the entire world. This was Jesus’s final command to His disciples. There are two ideas which 

we must see. First of all we are required to preach the gospel to all nations. The work of missions 

is the work of the church of Christ and may not be neglected. Secondly we must preach the Word 

as it is given in the Bible. The way of salvation must not be man’s invention. Only the way of 

salvation by grace through faith must be proclaimed. To do anything else is to do that which God 

forbids. Let us not be respecters of persons as we proclaim the gospel of grace to the nations. 

Sing Psalter 177. 

 

July 24 Read Romans 1:21-32; Canons of Dordt 2:6 
 

Part of the gospel which must be spread is the idea that some are not saved. Some will perish 

without ever believing in Jesus. But this does not mean that Christ’s atonement was faulty. We 

may never think this for a minute. In fact because some go lost is our comfort that God is good in 

giving to us His Son. He did not have to, you know. All mankind has the responsibility to obey 

and to glorify God. We do not do this to gain salvation. If that were the case, none would be 
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saved. We obey and glorify God because we are saved. Once again let us thank God for salvation 

that He was given us through Christ. Sing Psalter 165. 

 

July 25 Read Romans 3:21-31; Canons of Dordt 2:7 
 

Here we have it in black and white that salvation is by faith alone. There are those throughout 

this world who say that man must do “something.” There are those who even hold to this 

confession who say that man must do “something.” What do you believe, people of God? Are 

you Arminian, Pelagian, even semi-Pelagian? If you believe that we must do “something” for our 

salvation, you are one of the above. Even if we believe that we must do one little act, we 

repudiate this confession. How do we live? Do we live lives that speak of salvation by grace 

alone, or do we exhibit something else in our lives? By God’s grace let us give Him all the glory 

in our salvation, and let us not try to keep any of the glory for ourselves. Sing Psalter 110. 

 

July 26 Read Revelation 7:9-11; Canons of Dordt 2:8 
 

This portion of the Canons is lengthy and let us let it speak for itself. Reread the passage in 

Revelation, and then mediate on that day in heaven when we will join with all the redeemed in 

praise to our sovereign God. Then we shall understand all that salvation truly means. Then we 

will be purged from all attempts to steal from God His honor and glory. Sing Psalter 29. 

 

July 27 Read Revelation 7:13-17; Canons of Dordt 2:9 
 

These last two articles afford to us great comfort as we see that the gates of hell cannot prevail 

against God and His church. Nothing or no one can keep us from enjoying that blessed day in 

heaven when we receive those white robes of righteousness. Let us look for that day, let us live 

for that day, and let us pray that that day will come soon. Then we will see the bridegroom 

waiting for us, His beloved bride. Sing Psalter 125:1, 3, 5. 

 

July 28 Read Gen. 1:26-31; Canons of Dordt 3 & 4:1 
 

In the first two sections of the Canons we have looked at the doctrines involved. Now we will 

look at how those doctrines came to pass on this earth. As with all things earthly after God’s 

eternal council we must begin with creation. We must begin with especially the creation of man. 

Who did God create? He created one who was after His own image in knowledge, righteousness, 

and holiness. Did man stay that way? No, he fell into grievous sin and continues to sin 

grievously today. Today we must look to God or we will continue in our misery. By His grace we 

are delivered and can eagerly await the day of judgment. As we read the greatness of our 

depravity, let us pause and give to God the glory for the salvation He gave to us in Christ. Sing 

Psalter 85. 

 

July 29 Read Psalm 51:1-5; Canons of Dordt 3 & 4:2 
 

Young people, children, what about you? Have you escaped the depravity into which Adam 

plunged all mankind? The answer is a thousand times no! Even David in his sins confessed that 

he was worthy of condemnation even before he was born. We are not born into this world perfect 
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and then learn bad habits. We are born black and filthy. We are born as those who need the 

cleansing power of the blood of lamb. Do you believe that, young people? Do you pray? Do you 

seek salvation in Christ alone. That is what you, like your parents must do. Sing Psalter 140. 

 

July 30 Read Psalm 53:1-6; Canons of Dordt 3 & 4:3 
 

This article sums up those truths stated in the first two articles. Once again we can turn our 

attention to the figure of a dead, lifeless stick. That is what we are by nature. That is they way we 

act. That is what we want to be every day. We can do nothing good in this world and we do not 

want to. How can we contribute to our salvation? Our nature is completely contrary to such an 

idea. But yet we have the comfort that God from eternity has provided for us the way of 

salvation for our benefit and for His glory. Let us hold onto that truth and seek salvation by faith 

alone. Sing Psalter 357:1-3. 

 

July 31 Read Isaiah 64:1-8; Canons of Dordt 3 & 4:4 
 

A dead stick still looks like a stick. With some imagination you might even see some leaves on it. 

But in reality it is still dead. There are no leaves. There is no chance that it will blossom and 

bring forth fruit. Do you remember the story of Aaron’s rod that budded? That rod would have 

remained a dead stick save for the grace of God. We, as dead sticks, are only fit for the fire. In 

the fire we become filthy ash. But out of the dead stick we have the promise that God will bring 

forth in us fruits of repentance. Let us pray that we may bring forth those fruits in thankfulness 

for the salvation given to us by God. Sing Psalter 367:1, 5. 
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