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The Protestant Reformed denomination is a denomination that is rooted and grounded in 

the truth. What is this truth? At the heart of the Scriptures is the awesome, comforting, and 

beautiful gospel of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross whereby free grace and salvation were given 

to the elect seed in Christ. Throughout the ages, the church is called to promote, defend, and 

develop these precious doctrines of Scripture. The Protestant Reformed Churches are a direct 

result of this calling. The adoption of the three points of common grace by the Christian 

Reformed synod of 1924 resulted in the formation the Protestant Reformed Churches, and 

therefore, it is important that every member of the Protestant Reformed Churches be familiar 

with and understand common grace. Furthermore, Protestant Reformed members must be on the 

watch for and realize when common grace creeps into our lives. Common grace has influenced 

and entered our lives in several different areas from entertainment to education, and a faithful 

Protestant Reformed minister must always be on the lookout for and attempt to fight against this 

church-threatening error by preaching the truth of God’s sovereign and particular grace. 

In order to fully understand how common grace enters in our lives, it is necessary to 

examine the world from the viewpoint of common grace. In order to find common grace, one 

must actively look for it. Viewing the world from God’s particular grace hinders our ability to 

recognize common grace. Therefore, this doctrine is more easily found when culture is looked at 

through the glasses of common grace, which will inevitably lead to understanding its possible 

devastating effects. 

Analyzing life with a common grace paradigm, the following are two areas of life in 

which common grace creeps into the lives of Protestant Reformed Church members: First, there 

is a vast array of entertainment that is able to infiltrate our lives; such as the Internet, music, and 

television. All one has to do is search the web, scan the radio, or change the channels to realize 

the extensive amounts of filth and corruption and sinfulness that can be accessed. Granted, the 

child of God is able to use these means in a holy and pure manner, but the fact still remains that 

the majority of present day entertainment not only does not glorify God, but also defames him. 

Obviously, wicked and corrupt people run and control today’s world of entertainment. What does 

this have to do with common grace? The second and third points of common grace state that 

there is a restraint of sin in the hearts of all men enabling them to do good works. Common grace 

allows Christians to look, listen, and watch because, even though the entertainment was 

produced by wicked men, good can come out of it because of man’s ability to do good works. In 

sum, common grace eliminates the antithetical life. As Protestant Reformed people, we must be 

aware of this serious danger. 

A second area of life threatened by common grace is that of education, and more 

specifically, higher education. The majority of the colleges and universities today are not 

instructing from a faithful, reformed perspective. Knowledge of this unreformed viewpoint is 

critical when studying the arts, sciences, and history because of the grave danger that looms in 

the instruction’s wake. Common grace views the works and studies of wicked men throughout 

history as good. A student in a classroom such as this must understand that, not only are these 



works not good, but rather that all the works of such men work to their greater condemnation. It 

is so important for the Protestant Reformed member to fully understand the doctrine of common 

grace because it allows them to repudiate such ideas and stand for the truth concerning these 

matters. Thankfulness must be in our hearts for our own Protestant Reformed schools because of 

the protection they provide the children from common grace. 

In response to the threatening influences of common grace in the lives of Protestant 

Reformed members, Protestant Reformed ministers must be aware of, and attempt to ward off 

such threats. How does he become more aware of such pertinent threats? Most importantly, he 

must always be on the lookout for any and every false doctrine hovering around the church. This 

is even more the case when dealing with common grace. The Protestant Reformed minister must 

not be, as Ephesians 4:14 expresses it, “tossed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of 

doctrine.” Rather, he must stand against common grace and false teaching. The way in which a 

minister does this is through faithful expounding of the Scriptures from Sunday to Sunday. A 

minister must preach the truth over against the error. More specifically, he must preach the 

Scriptural truths that are diametrically opposed to common grace. 

What must be preached? Most importantly, the Protestant Reformed minister must preach 

the doctrine of God’s particular grace as explained in the reformed confessions. The truth of 

double predestination, that is, that God sovereignly in His eternal counsel elected some persons 

to salvation and reprobated others to hell must be preached. Even though common grace does not 

explicitly correlate with saving grace it, nevertheless, is a grace of God bestowed upon all men, 

and therefore, is opposed to particular grace. 

There is both Scriptural and confessional proof for this all-important doctrine. The Bible 

is full of passages that speak of the doctrine of predestination. One clear text is Romans 8:29, 

which states, “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his son.” That this predestination to election is by grace alone is illustrated in Ephesians 2:8, 

which reads, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is a gift of 

God.” From these two texts comes the conclusion that the grace of God is given to only the elect 

in Christ and that this grace is saving. There is no room in these texts for a common grace of 

God. Not only that, but this truth is also found in the Confessions. No where is this more clearly 

stated that in Article 16 of the Belgic Confession, which reads as follows: “Merciful, since he 

delivers and preserves from perdition all, whom he, in his eternal and unchangeable counsel of 

mere goodness, hath elected in Christ Jesus our Lord, without any respect to their works.” In 

sum, God’s grace is particular, not common, and this most emphatically must be preached from 

the pulpit in order to equip the congregations with weapons to fight against and ward off 

common grace. 

The child of God is called to live an antithetical life. The antithesis is the spiritual 

separation between the believer and unbeliever, church and world, and elect and reprobate. 

Believing in and viewing the world from common grace makes it impossible to fulfill this 

calling. We, as Protestant Reformed people, must be aware of common grace around us, 

especially in the areas of entertainment and education. The Protestant Reformed minister must 

especially be aware of such influences and attempt to combat them by the preaching of God’s 

particular grace. This preaching will enable Protestant Reformed members to combat and ward 

off common grace because of their greater knowledge and understanding of God’s sovereign, 

particular grace. Furthermore and finally, this preaching will enhance our ability to live 

antithetically in a sinful and corrupt world as well as giving us a Scriptural basis for an all-

important reformed world and life view. 
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