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What is integrity? Webster defines it as “stead-fast adherence to a strict moral or ethical 

code,” “the state of being unimpaired; soundness,” and “the quality or condition of being whole 

or undivided; completeness.” When I looked up quotes on the Internet about integrity, however, 

almost all of them were about being true to yourself or being honest. If you had asked me before 

I read Webster, I would have told you I thought integrity was honesty. I have now come to a new 

conclusion. Integrity is more than telling the truth. Integrity is more than believing in yourself. 

Integrity is belief in the absolute Truth, and acting on this belief. As Peter Scotese, a successful 

business man, has said, “Integrity is not a 90 percent thing, not a 95 percent thing; either you 

have it or you don’t.” Either you believe the truth, and act accordingly, or you don’t. Either you 

are whole, complete, and sound, or you are empty. 

When you look at Webster’s first definition, you come to the conclusion that integrity is 

morally relative. Integrity is holding to a moral code. This does not specify if there is one true 

moral code or 500 ethical codes that are possible to follow. The moral code established by the 

Bible and the code written in the Koran are two entirely different moral and ethical codes. 

However, according to Webster, Islamic terrorists have integrity if they follow their moral code 

and commit acts of jihad. This is an extreme example, but it follows the same principle that many 

Americans accept. It follows the principle of the world’s definition of integrity: follow your 

heart, be true to yourself, and do what you think is right. However, when you combine all three 

of Webster’s definitions, logic, and most importantly, Scripture, the conclusion is that true 

integrity cannot exist apart from biblical Christianity. 

Looking at Webster, you learn that integrity must be whole and complete. While this 

definition was not written to apply to people, it is applicable. Gold, for example, is considered to 

have integrity if it is pure gold. Similarly, people have integrity if they are wholly dedicated to 

the truth. True integrity is holding to the one, true moral code and devoting yourself to following 

it. You must wholly and undividedly serve the truth. All people will admit that hypocrites do not 

have integrity. Everyone recognizes that in order to have integrity, you must act according to 

what you say. 

The concept of integrity demands that there is absolute truth. Integrity does not allow for 

moral relativism. According to moral relativism, there is no truth and every man needs to decide 

for himself what is right. However, to have integrity, you must hold to truth. If you are holding to 

your own moral code, but it is not truth, you are holding to a lie. You are living a lie, and you are 

not in a state of “soundness.” The concept of integrity demands absolute truth. To have integrity, 

you must not only hold to absolute truth, you must act according to the truth. 

Jesus Christ said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh to the 

Father, but by me (emphasis added).” Jesus Christ is the absolute truth that is to guide our lives. 

Jesus did not say He was a way or a truth. He is the one and only standard by which we are to 

guide our lives. According to the conclusions previously made, integrity demands absolute truth. 

Christ is the absolute truth. Integrity demands belief in absolute truth. Integrity demands 

dedicating your entire life to following the truth. Christ has commanded in Ephesians 4:22-24, 

“That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to 

the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, 

which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” To obey Christ, our entire life 
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should be changed. If you have integrity, you must not only believe in Christ as the way, you 

must live according to His moral code. Christ taught in Matthew 16:24, “If any man will come 

after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” True integrity requires 

believing and following the Truth. Integrity is following Christ with your whole heart. 

For as long as I can remember, I have been taught to follow Jesus Christ. My parents have 

taught me to serve Christ with my whole heart. I have also been taught the vitality of believing in 

Christ. As it says in John 3:16, 18, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life…. He that 

believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 

hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” Integrity is vital. Without 

integrity, and following Jesus Christ, you will be eternally condemned and separated from God. 

For as long as I can remember, I have desired to live close to God. As a result, integrity governs 

my life, as I want to live a life honoring and pleasing to my Lord and Savior. 
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