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April 1 Read Psalm 86:12-15 
 

We often come across the terms longsuffering and forbearance in Scripture. Both of these words 

as they stand by themselves are neutral, having in common the idea of restraining oneself or 

holding oneself in check. Therefore they can refer to a restraining of oneself either in anger or 

love. However, Scripture is plain that longsuffering is an aspect of mercy to the elect, whereas 

forbearance is an attitude of wrath against the wicked. We would describe Longsuffering as that 

attribute of God whereby in divine love for His people, He regards them in mercy and restrains 

His desire to save them out of their present afflictions because all the elect must be born and 

gathered before they enter the portals of glory. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise… 

but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish…” (II Pet. 3:9). He is speaking 

to the church, to you and I, as we trod this vale of tears. Cling to that promise by faith “and 

account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation” (II Pet. 3:15a). Psalter 363. 

 

April 2 Read Psalm 92:5-11 
 

Yesterday we saw that the longsuffering of God in Scripture denotes an activity of divine 

restraint towards His people in love. Contrasted to this is the Forbearance of God whereby He 

restrains His desire to destroy the wicked because their cup of iniquity must first be filled and 

because they too must serve His purpose in gathering the elect. We might be tempted to 

contemplate as did Asaph in Psalm 73 about the prosperity of the wicked or consider the 

necessity of raising up a Pharaoh who mercilessly oppressed God’s people. But Scripture tells us 

that they were raised up that God might reveal His power in them. And then consider those 

wicked men who nailed the Son of God’s love to the accursed tree. In God’s forbearance He 

endured that vile act not because He loved them or would give them time to repent, but because 

He loved His people who were saved through the blood of His Son. Knowing that God will 

surely judge the wicked and vindicate the righteous, we have the peace that passeth all 

understanding. Psalter 201. 

 

April 3 Read Psalm 25:1-10 
 

“What is truth?” said Pilate to Jesus. Oh, Pilate knew in an earthly sense what it was, but his eyes 

were blinded to the fact that before him stood the very essence of truth itself—God manifested in 

the flesh. God is Truth. We may speak of truth in the subjective, objective, or logical sense of the 

word, or simply define it as the presentation of reality. God alone is for us the only truth because 

He alone is the absolute reality. Christ is the revelation of the truth as are the Scriptures, for in 

them the Lord has made Himself known to us. These same Scriptures, we are told in I Timothy 

3:17, “are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

Young people, always speak the truth, live the truth, confess the truth and study the truth. Be 

ready and able to refute the lies that Satan constantly promotes even under the guise of truth. 

May it truly be said of you, which is the fervent desire of every godly parent and pastor: “I have 

no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth” (III John 4). Psalter 325. 
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April 4 Read Isaiah 46:5-11 
 

A doctrine that we believe and confess is the Counsel of God. This is such an overwhelming and 

profound truth that no comprehensive explanation of it can possibly be made in a few sentences. 

To maintain the truth of God’s counsel is of great comfort to us as believers. The counsel of God 

refers to the eternal thoughts, knowledge, and wisdom of God whereby He sovereignly 

determined all things, events, and development in the entire creation. This counsel of God 

precedes all things and embraces all things. He is eternally active, before, during and after the 

creation and will ever be so. As creatures we are limited to change and time. The Lord has 

determined the habitations of all the people of the earth and set the bounds of their lives. And this 

is never done arbitrarily, but in perfect wisdom and justice. It includes the sinful deeds of men 

even as we read in Acts 2:23: “Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and 

foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” This is a 

precious truth, a comforting doctrine, and a great incentive to walk each day in thankful 

obedience to God for saving such sinners as we are. Psalter 404. 

 

April 5 Read Isaiah 45:1-6 
 

One of the decrees in the counsel of God is that of sovereign predestination which concerns the 

eternal destiny of all rational, moral creatures. This is not a doctrine that is popular in the 

nominal church, nor of any who embrace Arminian theology. But it is the heart of the gospel. It 

consists of both Election and Reprobation. Election is God’s eternal good pleasure whereby He 

determined to save a certain number of persons, redeemed in Christ, out of mere grace, and bring 

them to everlasting glory. Those persons, though fallen and undeserving by nature are drawn 

irresistibly by His Spirit and Word unto faith and sanctification. These are the ones described in 

Scripture as hungry and thirsty for righteousness, as poor in spirit, as meek and merciful, as pure 

in heart, and as those who mourn because of their sins. How about you, dear reader, are you 

sorry for your sins and do you sincerely desire and pray for forgiveness? That is the fruit of the 

Spirit in your heart and you may rest assured of your election and that nothing can separate you 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Psalter 86. 

 

April 6 Read Romans 9:10-17 
 

The truth of Divine Election not only implies Reprobation but it logically demands it. To 

maintain one means that we also emphasize the other. Reprobation is that eternal and sovereign 

decree of God whereby in contrast to those whom He has elected, He justly leaves the others in 

the misery of their sins which they willingly embrace as enemies of the truth, and to whom is 

reserved eternal perdition. These two doctrines are not equal in significance and importance, for 

Scripture testifies that reprobation serves election as tares exist for the wheat. The child of God 

must never and can never gloat in the fact that he and not his neighbor was and is the object of 

divine compassion and mercy. All things serve for the gathering of the Church that God loves 

and for whom alone Christ died. Let us then fall on our knees in thankful wonder that we are the 

objects of His love through no merit of our own. Psalter 146. 

 

April 7 Read Isaiah 45:5-12 
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There are two terms with which many are familiar when we speak of the counsel of God, and 

they are Supralapsarianism and Infralapsarianism. Space does not permit doing justice to these 

views, but we should know what they stand for. The prefix “supra” and “infra” mean “above” 

and “below” respectively. The word “lapsis”, common to both, means “fall.” Therefore, the 

former means: above the fall and the latter: below the fall. The Infralapsarian presents the 

following order in the counsel of God: creation—fall—election and reprobation. The 

Supralapsarian presents this order, also in the counsel of God; election and reprobation—fall—

creation. Many arguments are raised in defense of both viewpoints and you may wish to explore 

this for yourself, but we believe and maintain that Supralapsarianism is truly Scriptural and the 

only consistent setting forth of the decree of God’s predestination. To reveal God’s own eternal 

glory, Christ the covenant head of the elect church was first in His counsel. “For who hath 

known the mind of the Lord?… For of him, and through him, and to him are all things: to whom 

be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:34, 36). Psalter 211. 

 

April 8 Read Psalm 145:8-13 
 

As we have mentioned before, many of God’s virtues are closely related to each other. Such is 

the case with His Dominion. Dominion has to do with rule and power. He is the supreme Ruler 

and Authority over all the works of His hands. Psalm 72 portrays Solomon as a type of Christ 

who would have dominion from sea to sea. The apostle Peter uses this term when he breaks out 

in a doxology of praise: “that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be praise and dominion for ever and ever” (I Peter 3:11). There is also an earthly reflection of 

dominion given to the creature. After Adam was formed by God, he was given a charge to have 

dominion over the fish, the fowl, and every living thing that moved upon the earth. We too have 

that calling. Never may we abuse it, but always exercise it properly as stewards of God’s creation 

until our Lord returns upon the clouds of heaven as King, Judge, and Savior. Psalter 200. 

 

April 9 Read Psalm 150 
 

Scripture often speaks of God’s Excellency. This is a word that means an outstanding and 

valuable quality. God alone is the only and highest possible standard of excellence. In Job 37:2 

we read that the Almighty is “excellent in power,” and Psalm 81 begins “O Lord, our Lord, how 

excellent is thy name in all the earth!” The apostle Peter, in referring to the transfiguration of 

Christ, said he heard a voice from the excellent glory. The apostle Paul in Phil. 3:8 exclaims “Yea 

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of God.” Dear 

reader, can you make this same confession as Paul, even to the cost of your life? Life is a 

precious gift and we must respect our bodies as the temple of God. Therefore we care for our 

bodies and do not willfully expose them to danger as exhorted in the Heidelberg Catechism. The 

excellency of the knowledge of God is more precious than life itself. Strive then to grow in that 

excellent knowledge of our God and experience the assurance and joy of your salvation. Psalter 

174. 

 

April 10 Read Psalm 90:13-17 
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Our God is a God of Beauty. The dictionary defines beauty as the “qualities in a person or thing 

that gives pleasure to the senses or pleasurably exalts the mind or spirit.” When we think of 

beauty we picture a scene or an object of loveliness, charm, or comeliness, with nothing to 

detract from it. Only God is truly beautiful because He is pure and holy with no imperfections. 

Beauty is reflected in creation, but because sin reared its ugly head, this beauty is marred. Beauty 

in Scripture is often mentioned in connection with the worship of God in His house. Today we 

have that privilege and obligation. Listen to the psalmist who states that the desire of God’s 

people is to “behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple” (Ps. 27:2). Because 

your minister proclaims the good tidings of salvation, their feet are described as beautiful (Is. 

52:7). And the message of salvation is described as “beauty for ashes” (Is. 61:3). Let us never 

neglect this privilege and never cease to thank our God who will one day change our vile bodies 

like unto His glorious body. Then we shall behold Him in the true beauty of holiness. Psalter 

349. 

 

April 11 Read II Timothy 2:8-13 
 

To be considered faithful, one must be loyal, firm in adherence to promises and steadfast in 

affection and allegiance. Our God is that not only, but so much more since He alone is the sole 

faithful One. God’s Faithfulness is extolled abundantly in Holy Writ. The prophet Jeremiah in 

bitter anguish lamented the destruction of Jerusalem, but still he exclaimed, “Great is thy 

faithfulness” (Lam. 3:23). In Psalm 89 the Lord repeatedly points out how His people are 

reproached and how often they forsake His law, and though He will visit their sins with His 

chastisement, yet He will keep His covenant and not permit His faithfulness to fail. This affords 

great comfort to the church. People of God, we are called to be stewards of the mysteries and the 

manifold grace of God. Do you know what is required of stewards? It is that they are found 

faithful. Can this be said of us? Pray that when the Lord returns we may by grace hear Him say 

“Well done thou good and faithful servant…enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matt. 25:21). 

Psalter 241. 

 

April 12 Read Micah 7:18-20 
 

What a great and wonderful benefit is God’s Forgiveness. Psalm 103 begins by calling us to 

bless the Lord and not forget all His benefits. The very first benefit mentioned is the forgiveness 

of our iniquities. No blessing is more important than this, for in forgiveness, salvation is begun. 

Do we realize how awful sin really is? When we sin against the most high majesty of God, we 

are saying that we refuse to have Him rule over us, and therefore disobey His holy laws. God’s 

justice demands satisfaction and we know from our Heidelberg Catechism that there is only one 

way we can be delivered from our sins. God in His great mercy provided that way. His only 

begotten Son who became flesh took on Himself the guilt of our sins and paid the price of our 

pardon on His cross. Through Him we have forgiveness, full and free. Woe unto us if we lightly 

regard God’s forgiveness and think that we may be careless about our sins or continue in them. 

Rather, in sincerity of heart let us pray, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,” and partake of the forgiving mercy of God. Psalter 83. 

 

April 13 Read Psalm 36:5-9 
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A fountain is commonly known as a source from which something proceeds. And most of us then 

picture in our minds a gushing stream or sprays of water. Our God is known in Scripture as a 

Fountain of living water. This is a beautiful and descriptive term that rightly views God as a 

source. In fact He is the source of all things. And just as water is indispensable for us to maintain 

earthly life, so that living water which He reveals to us in His Word is absolutely necessary for us 

to live spiritually. The apostle James compares our mouths to a fountain when he states that out 

of the same mouth proceeds both blessing and cursing. He chides us with the words “these things 

ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet waters and bitter?” Let us 

beware that this may not be said of us. Instead, let our words be acceptable in the sight of God 

and let us be thirsty for the water of life that proceeds from Him alone. Psalter 94. 

 

April 14 Read Psalm 138:1-5 
 

When we speak of the Glory of God we picture a wonderful display of splendor, honor, and 

awesome majesty of the Most High. Those who beheld the glory of the Lord displayed in biblical 

history experienced an event or appearance so awesome that it instilled great fear and dread in 

their hearts. God’s glory appeared at various times when a sin of great magnitude was 

committed. Isaiah had a vision of the Lord’s glory that caused the seraphims to cover their faces 

and feet, and made Isaiah cry out “Woe is me for I am undone.” At the momentous occasion of 

Jesus’ birth, the glory of the Lord shone round about the shepherds and they were sore afraid. At 

the last day the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father and every knee shall bow 

before Him. Let each of us, whether young or old be reminded again of our daily calling: 

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (I Cor. 

10:31). Thanks be to God that one day by His grace we may be partakers of His glory. Psalter 15. 

 

April 15 Read Psalm 145:1-6 
 

The word “great” is certainly a familiar word in our vocabulary. The Bible very often uses this 

word or various forms of it. One of its uses is to describe a virtue of our God. Listen to the 

opening words of Psalm 48: “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.” The word “greatness” 

means markedly superior, predominant in quality, or large in measure. These are human 

definitions, but in our limited way describe how great is our God. Psalm 77:3 asks the question 

“who is so great a God as our God?” The obvious answer is that there is no God like our God, 

nor can there possibly be. And the psalmist then goes on to describe the great wonders that God 

wrought in the realm of nature and in the care of His people. The virgin Mary magnified the Lord 

saying, “he that is mighty hath done to me great things” (Luke 1:49). Dear people of God, let us 

also join in that refrain of praise for that greatest gift of all, namely Immanuel, God with us, Who 

redeemed us from the guilt of our sins and made us heirs of salvation. Psalter 399. 

 

April 16 Read Isaiah 58:6-11 
 

It is a frightening experience to be lost. Imagine yourself stranded in a large strange city where 

danger lurks and you have no map or anyone to show you to your destination. Or picture yourself 

in a jungle or forest, hopelessly lost with no compass or guide, or, worst of all, trying to find your 

way in the sea of temptations, the paths of sin, the wilderness of carnal pleasures, the mountains 

of self-righteousness and the valleys of death without a proper guide. That is the situation of 
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those who in their pride claim that they are the masters of their fate and the captain of their souls. 

Oh let that never be true of us. God, Who is a God of grace to His people, is our Guide. Even as 

He led His people Israel from the bondage of Egypt to the promised land of Canaan, so He leads 

us day by day on our pilgrimage to the heavenly Canaan. Jesus promised the church that the 

Spirit of Truth would come to guide them into all truth and even now He dwells in our hearts. 

God has also given us His Word that is a lamp to our feet and light to our paths. He has also 

promised that He will be our Guide even unto death. Blessed Guide and blessed pathway that 

leads us to glory. Psalter 203. 

 

April 17 Read Psalm 70 
 

All of us require help of some sort during our lifetime, and it is safe to say that each of us has 

helped others also. To help means that we render necessary aid or give support and assistance to 

someone or to a cause that requires it. There is physical help by willing hands, financial 

assistance or moral support, to name a few. However, unless this is done with a proper godly 

motive, such help is in vain. Our God is often called our Help or Helper, and this is a protecting, 

loving and perfect help. This doesn’t mean that we are always spared from trials and sorrows, but 

He gives His helping grace to His children according to need, always knowing what is best for 

each of them. In the Psalms especially we read how God’s children plead for His help and 

deliverance knowing that He will surely hear them. Let us always be ready and willing to help 

those in need as the Lord places them in our path, for Jesus said “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 

as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 

25:40). Psalter 352. 

 

April 18 Read Psalm 91:1-7 
 

Another descriptive name of Jehovah that we frequently see in Holy Writ is the Most High God. 

When someone or something is defined as high, we determine that it has an elevated status, that 

it is advanced in development or that it has an elevated character. These are but feeble 

descriptions of the Lord Most High. He is not higher or even the most high among other gods. 

He is God alone, the only true and living God Most High. Psalm 47:2 states that the “Lord most 

high is terrible.” This means that He is awe-inspiring in might and splendor. We also find this 

term used where God is portrayed as a protector and refuge of His people. Who can possibly 

snatch away even one of His children when He as the Most High covers them with His wings, 

protects them with His shield and delivers them from the arrows and plagues of the devil? 

Nothing can separate us from His love. Are you troubled and afflicted with the cares of this 

world? Are you perhaps suffering from a serious illness? Does your cross seem too heavy to 

bear? Listen to God Who says “when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up 

your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). Psalter 259. 

 

April 19 Read Zechariah 1:12-16 
 

Did you know that we serve a jealous God? Among His many and glorious virtues, God’s 

Jealousy is very real. To most of our minds, this term does not have the best connotation and for 

good reason. We usually interpret jealousy as meaning an envious or intolerant attitude toward 

our fellow man suspected of enjoying an advantage over us. This is a sin that we must 
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prayerfully avoid and discontinue. Jealousy can also mean a guarding of a possession with 

jealous vigilance. We read in Exodus 34:14, “For thou shalt worship no other god; for the Lord, 

whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” God will not tolerate the worship of any idol gods nor 

will He allow the profaning of His name for He declares in Ezekiel 39:25, “I will be jealous for 

my holy name.” The prophet Elijah in the depths of discouragement said twice to the Lord: “I 

have been very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts…and I, even I only, am left” (I Kings 19:10, 

14). But the Lord responded that He reserved to Himself seven thousand who had not bowed to 

Baal. Be truly thankful, people of God that we are preserved unto all eternity by a faithful God 

who cares for us with godly jealousy. Psalter 95. 

 

April 20 Read Psalm 24 
 

“God is King forever: let the nations tremble.” Most of us are familiar with this versification of 

Psalm 99. That God is King is a fact that is attested to throughout all Scripture. When we speak 

of a king, we also speak of a kingdom, as well as subjects of that kingdom, and the sovereign 

authority of that king to rule over these subjects. As king, God is the supreme Sovereign over all 

the universe. This kingdom is also Christ’s as bestowed on Him by the Father, Who has put all 

things under His feet. This kingdom is spiritual, an absolute monarchy, and all the elect are the 

subjects of this kingdom. This king also rules in every realm of nature, providentially 

determining the rise and fall of civilizations, and making all things subservient to the cause of 

His kingdom. What a privilege that we may be a part of this kingdom and be willing subjects 

under the rule of this glorious King. The final aspect of this kingdom will come when the 

“heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat” (II 

Peter 3:10). The church of all ages will then inherit the new heavens and earth, and dwell 

eternally in unspeakable glory. Let us pray fervently “O Lord, Thy kingdom come.” Psalter 266. 

 

April 21 Read Psalm 95:1-6 
 

Closely related to God as Creator, is God our Maker. We are reminded of this in the very first 

chapter of Genesis when God said “Let us make man in our image.” “Make” means to bring into 

being by forming or shaping, or causing to happen. By His creative word all things came into 

existence in their proper order. Man, in distinction from the beasts, however, was made after 

God’s image, and as such he is a rational, moral creature, accountable to God. When Adam and 

Eve fell into sin, we read that God made coats of skins to cover them that opened the way of 

sacrifice and pointed to the perfect atoning sacrifice of Christ. From the beginning to the end of 

Scripture, God tells us what He does as our Maker, He makes us His own sons and daughters; He 

makes His face to shine upon us; He makes us willing in the day of His power; He makes a way 

to escape when we are tempted; Christ makes intercession for us before His Father; and finally 

God will make all things new. Let us consecrate our lives to this glorious Maker, and pray “thou 

art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God” (Ps. 40:17). Psalter 269. 

 

April 22 Read Romans 2:13-18 
 

Men everywhere seek peace. In a world filled with unrest, tension and war, the desire for and the 

emphasis is on peace. What is peace? One can say it is cessation from hostilities, quietness, and 

harmony, but is that really the essence of peace? The ungodly desires a form of peace and seeks 
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out its worldly counselors and spends millions on organizations such as the United Nations, only 

to see their efforts crumble in failure time and again. The reason of course, is found in Scripture: 

“There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Is. 57:21). True peace is this: “Be careful 

(anxious) for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God which passeth all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts and mind through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6, 7). Young people, you are faced with 

many decisions, temptations and problems as you are becoming adults. Don’t try to solve them 

in your own strength, but go in prayer to the God of Peace and ask that His will be made known 

to you. Only in this way will you be blessed and find true peace. Psalter 7. 

 

April 23 Read I Peter 2:5-10 
 

Today we will not discuss a specific virtue of God, but rather the preciousness of His relationship 

to us and our relationship to Him. We would define the term “precious” as something of great 

value, something deeply cherished and held in high esteem. God is very precious to us, the value 

of which cannot be described in earthly terms such as money, gems, silver or gold. To have God 

love us is priceless! He tells us in His word that His precious beloved Son is the chief 

cornerstone of the church and that He is likewise precious to those who believe (I Peter 2:6, 7). 

We, as God’s people are precious to Him, both in life and death. We read in Is. 43:4 “Since thou 

wast precious in my sight…I have loved thee;” and in Psalm 116:15: “Precious in the sight of the 

Lord is the death of his saints.” We do not like to think about death, especially as young people, 

yet the Lord in inscrutable wisdom sees fit on occasion to reach down and take to Himself 

someone in the vigor of youth. Let each of us, whether young or old, lay hold by faith to God’s 

precious promises that He will be our guide even to death. Psalter 311. 

 

April 24 Read Matthew 10:28-32 
 

The Providence of God is such a vast subject that it cannot possibly be fully examined in a few 

sentences. The word itself literally means: to see beforehand, and to make provision accordingly. 

The term providence only appears once in Scripture and it is used with respect to Felix, an 

officer of the Roman government. But the idea appears abundantly throughout Scripture and is 

the generally accepted term to denote divine preservation and government. It is the almighty 

power of God whereby He executes His counsel and directs all things so that without exception 

they work together to attain His sovereign determinate counsel. We encourage you to read Lord’s 

Day 10 of our Heidelberg Catechism and also Art. 13 of our Belgic Confession which beautifully 

define God’s providence. This doctrine affords us great comfort to know that all things that 

happen in the realm of creation, or in our personal lives, come not by chance, but by the hand of 

our h4eavenly Father. Then we do not despair when sorrows beset us or panic unreasonably 

when tornado warnings or other calamities threaten us. We trust our God with the confidence that 

nothing can separate us from His love. Psalter 296. 

 

April 25 Read Philippians 4:4-8 
 

Our God is the standard and very essence of Purity. To be pure, someone, or something must be 

chaste and genuine, and be free from moral fault or guilt or anything that would pollute or 

weaken it. God’s purity is reflected in His Word. We read in Psalm 12:6 “The words of the Lord 
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are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.” Psalm 119:140 states: 

“Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.” God also requires that our hearts must 

be pure, for the psalmist asks in Psalm 24 “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who 

shall stand in his holy place?” The answer is “He that hath clean hands and a pure heart.” Out of 

the heart are the issues of life and it is the inner spiritual source which gives direction to our 

entire spiritual life. A pure heart is a regenerated heart that sorrows because of sin and seeks 

forgiveness at the cross, and strives by grace to lead a holy life. The promised blessing of the 

pure in heart is that they shall see God. There is nothing more wonderful than that! Psalter 42. 

 

April 26 Read Isaiah 48:12-17 
 

“I will sing of my Redeemer, and His wondrous love to me.” So goes the first line of a familiar 

hymn. What a wonderful reason to break out in a song of praise and thanksgiving to God Who is 

our Redeemer and Savior. Redeem means to buy back, to pay a ransom for one in captivity, or to 

free from the consequences of sin. This surely is a picture of us who were conceived and born in 

sin and utterly corrupt by nature. Without a mediator or redeemer to deliver us from that 

bondage, our cause would be hopeless. But God, Who is rich in mercy, provided a Redeemer 

who paid the price of our ransom. And that price was not gold or silver or precious gems, but the 

very lifeblood of His own dear Son, Jesus Christ the Righteous. All the bloody sacrifices of the 

Old Testament pointed to Him, and Job, even in the midst of severe trials and sufferings, could 

boldly say “I know that my redeemer liveth…and in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19:25, 26). 

Make this your confession also, dear reader, and rejoice with thanksgiving to God for His 

wonderful redemptive grace. Psalter 280. 

 

April 27 Read Psalm 62 
 

If you are caught outside in a howling storm accompanied by torrents of rain or if you are in a 

small boat and the waves threaten to overwhelm you, what would be your reaction? Undoubtedly 

you would strive to find refuge and shelter where you would be safe and protected. Scripture 

ascribes this comforting characteristic of Refuge to God in many passages. Listen to Psalm 46:1 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Although God can, and does 

protect us according to His will in our daily lives, yet this is a spiritual refuge. When the storms 

of temptation surround us, when the waves of doubt overwhelm us, when Satan hurls his fiery 

darts at us, or we are buffeted by the winds of persecution, don’t seek to find safety in our own 

strength, but by grace turn to the eternal God who is our refuge and whose everlasting arms are 

underneath us to carry us to His bosom. He will thrust out the enemy that threatens our souls. We 

trust and pray, dear reader, that this God is your refuge where you will be eternally safe. Psalter 

128. 

 

April 28 Read Psalm 61 
 

Closely related to the truth of God as our refuge that we saw yesterday, is God Who is our Rock. 

Whereas the former is pictured as a shelter, the idea of a rock is that of a firm and immovable 

foundation. Near the end of his life, Moses recounts the faithfulness and mercy of God to the 

people of Israel and breaks forth in a song: “He is the Rock, his work is perfect” (Deut. 32:4). 

We are all familiar with the conclusion of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount where He contrasts the 
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foolish and wise men who built their houses upon sand and upon a rock respectively. Jesus Christ 

is the spiritual Rock upon which we must build our homes. That is the only sure foundation. Any 

other will crumble and fall as a prey to the evil one. We sometimes sing: “The Church’s one 

foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord”. How true it is that the Church must be founded upon the 

truth as it is in Jesus Christ. The gates of hell cannot prevail against it. Let each one of us by 

God’s grace, love that truth, hold to that truth, and never forsake it. Psalter 111. 

 

April 29 Read Psalm 98 
 

Our subject today is that totally wonderful gift of God, namely Salvation. Salvation means that 

we are loved eternally by God and chosen unto eternal life. Implied in salvation is first of all, 

deliverance from the lowest possible depths of misery, which is the plight of every child of God 

as he is conceived and born as a natural child of Adam. It further implies that he is raised to the 

highest possible good and that he is safely preserved in that state. No one can possibly pluck him 

out of the hand of God for it is His sovereign work in Christ. Salvation cannot be offered as 

something that anyone can accept or reject as it may please them, for it is God’s work from 

beginning to end, and the way of salvation is the way of sin and grace through the cross of Christ 

whereby we are justified and sanctified through His Spirit. By faith we believe all that God 

reveals to us in His word, by faith we are kept in that truth, and by the power of God we receive 

the end of that faith, even the salvation of our souls. “What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 

benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord” (Ps. 

116:12, 13). Psalter 331. 

 

April 30 Read John 10:11-18 
 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” These are familiar and well loved words and are 

often the first Bible verses that little children commit to memory. The symbol of God as our 

Shepherd is a beautiful one. He feeds the sheep. He leads them, and He protects them. The 

character of sheep is that they wander away. They cannot find proper pasture and do not know 

the way back to the fold. This description fits us for we read in Isaiah 53:6: “All we like sheep 

have gone astray.” Sheep are also defenseless, so the shepherd must defend them from wolves 

even unto death. Only a true shepherd, and not a hireling would do that. God as our Shepherd 

does indeed watch over and protect His precious flock. In John 10, Jesus declares: “I am the 

good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” God in the flesh did exactly that. 

No one took His life, but He voluntarily laid it down in atoning death for all the elect sheep of all 

ages. We are fed with the living word so that all our needs are supplied. And when we must walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, even there we need not fear, for our Shepherd is there 

to take us to our heavenly fold where we may experience His goodness and mercy forevermore. 

Psalter 55. 
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