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We ended last time considering the various ways in which we are commanded to “buy” 

the truth. We found that the truth is most importantly the doctrines which we believe as they are 

found in God’s Word and summarized in our Reformed creeds. That we believe and love that 

truth will be evident by our godly walk of life in the midst of a sinful world. 

There is one more aspect to buying the truth which we must still consider. We noticed last 

time that we must be willing to give up certain things for the sake of the truth, such as pursuing 

certain professions, jobs, friendships, and pleasures. But, one who buys the truth is willing even 

to suffer loss for the sake of the truth. This was a lesson which Jesus’ disciples found very 

difficult to learn. Peter, when taught by Jesus that “he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 

things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day,” 

replied to Jesus, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee” (Matt. 16:21-26). After 

rebuking Peter, Jesus went on to explain to His disciples that if any man would follow Jesus, “let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Our buying the truth means that we 

follow Jesus in the way of denying ourselves. We will suffer loss for the sake of the truth. Some 

will hate us and separate us from their company and cast our name out as evil (Luke 6:22). In our 

own history as Protestant Reformed Churches we have the example of Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

who faithfully preached the truth of God’s sovereign and particular grace. He, along with those 

who loved that truth were hated, cast out of the Christian Reformed Church, and were lightly 

esteemed among the Reformed churches of the day, even as we are today. Yet, as those who 

“buy” the truth, we are willing to suffer loss and bear reproach for the sake of that truth. 

When we, by faith, are “buying” the truth, we show this by submitting to that truth as it is 

proclaimed in the preaching. This means that we are to be members of a church where, according 

to Article 29 of the Belgic Confession, the “pure doctrine of the gospel is preached therein.” Our 

standard for evaluating a church is not the level of friendliness exhibited (although true 

friendliness certainly is found where the truth abides), the style of music, the number of activities 

for young adults, or the size of a church. Our standard for evaluating our own church 

membership is this “Where is the truth of God’s Word most purely preached?” One who “buys” 

the truth desires sound preaching. One cannot say before God that he is obeying this command if 

he willingly joins himself to a church where he knows false doctrine is tolerated or preached. 

Now that we have an understanding of what it means to “buy the truth,” let us notice that 

God makes the command even more specific by adding “and sell it not.” When we sell 

something, we are parting with an object which we have in our possession. We exchange it for 

something else. For example, we may sell a car we own for money. We then use that money to 

buy another, perhaps newer car. Throughout our lives we buy and sell things. We start out with a 

smaller house, sell it, and buy a bigger house to meet our needs. When we get older and no 

longer need a large house, we sell it, and buy a smaller dwelling. God says that we may not do 

this with the truth. We may only buy the truth and never give up possession of it in exchange for 

something else. 

Why may we never “sell” the truth? The truth is the only possession we have which is of 

any lasting value. Our possessions of clothes, cars, homes, and money cease to be ours when we 

die. Further, they will all be destroyed with fire at the coming of our Lord. Earthly possessions 

serve the purpose only of sustaining our physical life on this earth. However, “the truth of the 
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Lord endureth for ever” (Psalm 117:2). That truth is ours now and will be forever. That truth 

sustains our souls. By means of believing the truth God is pleased to save us. Therefore, to “sell” 

that truth or exchange it for something we consider “close enough” will lead to our spiritual 

death. Without exception God forbids we sell the truth. 

There are many examples of how a young person may sell the truth or be tempted to 

exchange it for a corruption of the truth. A young man shows that he is willing to sell the truth 

when he dates a young woman who is not of like faith. He knows that if he is to marry her, it will 

mean giving up the truth, even if he does so little by little. 

The Protestant Reformed young man who separates himself from the fellowship of the 

church and begins to attend or even join a church where the gospel is not faithfully proclaimed 

and where false doctrine is tolerated shows his willingness to sell the truth. 

Young people (and sadly many of their parents) who listen to the godless music of this 

world sell the truth. It is not a harmless thing for children of God to listen to music which is 

antithetical to a godly walk in the paths of truth. Those who listen to this music begin to come 

under the influence of it. Their thoughts, language, dress, and conduct begin to reflect the values 

of the music they hear. If one continues to walk in the sin of listening to this music, one finds that 

he is more and more given over to greater sins of living out the sins which the music expresses. 

Perhaps they are sins of rebellion against authority, sins of fornication, or sins of taking God’s 

name in vain. 

Watching the dramas of the world, whether on the television or at a theater, necessarily 

involves selling the truth. Prof. R. Dykstra, in a recent series of editorials in The Standard Bearer 

(Volume 81, Issues 6-9), demonstrates how the viewing of drama is harmful to a godly walk and 

hinders the believer in his fight against sin. Writes Prof. Dykstra, 

 

You can be sure that this [viewing drama] affects a man’s life. 

Continued exposure to sin for the sake of entertainment wears a man 

down spiritually. Initially he and his family are shocked or at least 

uncomfortable when the children in the sitcom openly mock their 

“parents.” However, the discomfort wears off, and the disrespectful 

attitude rubs off. If this sin is not checked, similar insolent behavior 

will appear in his own home. By then, perhaps, he will shrug it off—

all families are like that, the television reassures him, and the children 

will turn out fine. He takes sin lightly. …The world’s drama cripples 

the new man within, hardens the heart, destroys covenant family life, 

and corrupts holy living (Vol. 81, Number 8, pg. 174). 

 

One can also sell the truth by way of ignoring it and allowing it to sit like a dusty Bible, 

undisturbed upon a bookshelf. So much time can be spent with friends, at the mall, pursuing 

sports, working, and away from home. Little time is left for fellowship within the home, edifying 

reading, and understanding God’s Word in Bible study and how it applies to our daily lives. 

All of us, young and old, know that we fall short of obeying this command perfectly. 

When we examine ourselves, we can see how we do not buy the truth as we should. Perhaps we 

do not deny ourselves as we should and are not willing to suffer for Christ’s sake. As soon as 

speaking the truth means confrontation and opposition, we back down. We also see that we can 

easily sell the truth. All of us know of sinful practices which we would rather not give up, even 

though we know they are contrary to God’s Word. 
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In the way of repenting of our sin of violating this command and asking God’s grace to 

obey it, God’s blessing rests upon us and our families. To continue in violation of this command 

results in God’s judgment coming down upon us. It is frightening to observe God’s judgment 

upon individuals, families, and churches that forsake the truth. Take, for example, the young 

father who separates himself, his wife, and young children from a church where the truth is 

faithfully preached. All seems to go well at first. However, as he progresses in this sin as time 

goes on, and as his children come to years of maturity, it becomes apparent that his children have 

become even farther removed from the truth than their father. This man’s grandchildren, in spite 

of his wishes, fall farther away from the truth and walk in sins that he is ashamed of. 

There is also the familiar example of what has taken place within the Christian Reformed 

Church since they officially adopted the doctrine of common grace. Rev. Herman Hoeksema and 

others carefully set forth from God’s Word and the creeds the truth that God’s grace is always 

particular, always saving, and never common. The CRC Synod of 1924 rejected this truth and 

adopted the Three Points of common grace. Those who proclaimed the truth of God’s particular 

grace and the antithesis between the church and the world were cast out of the CRC. At that time, 

and throughout his life, Rev. Hoeksema warned the mother church of the inevitable 

consequences of maintaining the doctrine of common grace. Even the CRC Synod of 1924 

recognized the dangers of adopting the Three Points, and warned the churches of a misuse of it. 

They knew how easily their members could appeal to this doctrine to countenance worldly-

mindedness. Sadly, Rev. Hoeksema’s prophecies have come to pass despite the warnings of the 

Synod. While the consequences of maintaining this doctrine were not immediately apparent, the 

CRC’s development along the lines of common grace is now plain for all to see. Evolutionism, 

Arminianism, unbiblical divorce and remarriage, blatant worldly-mindedness, and a host of other 

doctrinal errors and sinful practices now have their firm grip on the CRC. Let this be a testimony 

to us of the severe consequences of disobeying God’s command to “buy the truth, and sell it 

not.” 

By God’s grace, in the way of holding to the truth, God’s blessing will rest upon us as 

individuals, families, and churches. One cannot help but think of Psalm 128 in this connection. 

For the individual believer there is blessedness only in the way of fearing the Lord, and walking 

in His ways. Husbands and wives and parents and children experience God’s blessing only in the 

way of fearing the Lord. Parents who faithfully instruct their children in the truth see their 

children grow to be mature members of the church. God blesses them with grandchildren who 

embrace the same truths that they do. And when the truth is faithfully taught and lived within 

families, there is a strong church. God promises this. Let us, young and old, “buy the truth, and 

sell it not.” 
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