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It gives me great pleasure to present a review of the three-volume set of books written by 

Don Doezema and published and distributed by the Protestant Reformed Sunday School 

Teachers Association. Don wrote the content of these books many years ago (30 years plus?) 

when he wrote for the Sunday School paper under the title “The Lesson Story for Today” in the 

inside pages of the Sunday School paper Our Guide. 

The material written by Don treated historical and geographical details which dealt with 

related doctrinal questions. The author himself tell us “... (each lesson was a kind of commentary 

on the Bible passage for the week—not a verse by verse analysis, but an exposition of the 

passage in narrative form.” The Sunday School Teachers Association suggested (urged would be 

a better word) Don to consider making the material available to a wider reading public. And 

although the Association had never undertaken such a lofty goal, they agreed to take on the 

project, underwriting the cost and promoting the book. This trilogy on the New Testament is now 

available and I urge you to purchase and read this outstanding work. The content of these 

volumes would be especially helpful for your Bible discussion societies. 

As has been mentioned, this exceptional exposition of the New Testament is contained in 

three volumes: Jesus Christ: His Earthly Ministry (vol. 1); Jesus Christ: His Death and 

Resurrection (vol. 2); Jesus Christ: His Acts Through the Apostles (vol. 3). Each volume has an 

extensive Textual Index, Subject Index and an Index of Sources, all of which were prepared by 

Fred Hanko. Volumes one and two have a map of Palestine in the time of Christ and volume 

three has four maps showing the journeys of the Apostle Paul. One only has to read the Table of 

Contents to whet his appetite for the contents of each volume. Don uses the “harmony of the 

gospels” to further the benefit of the reader. If the above “selling points” are not enough to make 

you want to purchase the book, take a look at the books themselves. Seldom will you find a more 

attractive and desirable hard cover book that you will be proud to have on your bookshelf. 

Perhaps a little about the contents of each volume is in order. The first volume (473 pages 

including the indexes) begins with the birth of John the Baptist and concludes with the narrative 

of the mother of James and John asking Jesus to allow her sons to have the greater place in the 

kingdom of Heaven. In this volume of sixty-five chapters Mr. Doezema writes about the 

historical events in the life of Jesus and treats the many miracles and parables of our Lord in 

narrative form, applying the “moral of the story” to today’s circumstances in our life. As an 

example see pages 323 and 324. 

The second volume (455 pages including the indexes) begins with the story of blind 

Bartimaeus’ cry for mercy as Jesus and His disciples are preparing for the imminent suffering 

and death of the Savior. It concludes with the appearance of the Lord to His disciples where “…it 

came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.” 

(Luke 24:51) This volume of fifty-two chapters is of most interest because of the extensive 

research and study of the final days of our Lord. There are very many references to historical as 

well as the doctrinal applications of the four gospel accounts of His passion and death. One 

example, which was of special interest to me, is found in chapter 23, pages l66 and 167, which 

speaks of the institution of the Lord’s Supper. In comparing the Passover meal with the last 

supper, Don tells the reader of the “ten customary steps of the celebration” of the Passover meal 

and the circumstances of some of the things that the gospel accounts record as having happened 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Luke+24:51


that night. Don also has the uncanny ability to make one feel that he is present at the time of the 

resurrection with his description of the events on that Easter morning when in chapter 43 he 

speaks of the appearance to the women and in chapter 44 of the wonder of the grave clothes. 

Don’t miss this volume! 

Volume three (483 pages including the indexes and the four maps) begins with the 

ascension of Christ and continues with “…all that Jesus began both to do and to teach” (Acts 

1:1). As Don writes, “Though Jesus had indeed ascended, His teaching did not by any means 

cease.” After His ascension He works from heaven through the Apostles. This volume of forty-

eight chapters concludes with the final years of the Apostle Paul and his imprisonment by Nero. 

But Mr. Doezema does more than just write about the contents of the book of Acts. He tells the 

reader about the various epistles of Paul to the churches where he labored. Chapter 31 tells of the 

need for Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. There is background for the letter to the church at 

Thessalonica on page 253 and 254. And in the final chapter he explains the letter to Philemon 

and the second letter to Timothy. I must admit that this volume was the first one I read because 

some years ago I was the leader of the Men’s and Ladies’ Society and we studied the book of 

Acts. Oh, how I wish we had Don’s book then! A lot of unanswered questions and problems 

would have been solved. 

When I reflect on Don preparing this material for the Sunday School children, I picture 

him at his desk with about a dozen (maybe thirty?) reference books around him. He consulted 

many commentaries and quotes from them. For example, in chapter 40 of volume two he refers 

to Rev. Vos (3 times), John Calvin (4), Lenski (6), Smith (2), Edersheim (2), Rev. Lubbers (3), 

Jamieson (1), and Rev. Ophoff (1). And he is not above disagreeing with the “experts;” when, 

after referring to “noted scholars like Calvin, Smith, Jamieson and Ophoff,” he writes “We 

prefer, however, with Rev. Lubbers, to consider the flow of blood and water from the side of 

Jesus to be nothing less than a miracle…” 

Mr. Doezema, who was both teacher and principal at elementary school and high school, 

is a very gifted storyteller. “He knows how to teach Bible history as it ought to be taught.... for 

little children, for older children, for early teenagers, and for Sunday School teachers...” 

(Foreword by Prof Hanko). Even eight-year-old children can read and be edified by these three 

books. I urge you to purchase them for yourself and your children and then read them. 

The three volumes are sold as a complete set of books and the cost is only $30.00 for the 

complete set. If you have ever been concerned about what to purchase as a Christmas present (or 

birthday, graduation or any special occasion) the giving of these books will solve the problem 

and at the same time will benefit the recipient. The books may be purchased from The Protestant 

Reformed Sunday School Teachers Association, c/o The Protestant Reformed Seminary, 4949 

Ivanrest Ave., SW, Grandville MI 49418. 

May the Lord bless you as you read and study these books to the glory of His name. 
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