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Leo van Veen had been involved with the young people’s clubs of his church for several 

years. 

He was faithfully assisted by his wife, Astrid. They suggested organizing a kind of winter 

camp this year, involving five boys and five girls, who would like to take a break in the coldest 

part of the year. 

Leo had a job with a merchant who was quite willing to let them use a small castle in the 

southern part of Belgium for a few days. Of course, they had to provide their own food and leave 

the place as clean as possible. 

The young people were delighted. They looked forward to having discussions and 

singing. There was sufficient money in the club treasury for the trip. Leo was a great organizer 

and had planned the camp very well. 

On the day of departure the journey got a romantic flavor when it started to snow. When 

they arrived at the front door of the castle there was more than a meter of the white stuff around 

on the fir trees and the shrubs. They cleared the lawn to the main road and made a big snowman. 

But that first evening in front of the fire in the living room they spoke with each other 

about being a young Christian these days. They decided that would be the subject of discussion. 

Leo said, “Are we all aware of the consequences. Do we know when to say yes and when 

to say no? Two of you are already first-year students at the university. You will hear jibes, 

abusive language and challenges as soon as they know that you are Christians. All sorts of things 

can happen.” 

A girl named Anna said it was her opinion that it was just as difficult as marriage. 

Astrid asked her what she meant by that. She knew that Anna was shy but honest. 

“Well, if you have narrow-minded pretensions….” 

But they all started talking at the same time until Leo stopped them and said, “Hang on, 

this is an interesting subject. Let us try to answer the question: What makes a marriage a good 

and lasting relationship?” 

Simon Dekker: “I think it is a social exercise promoting such basics as Christian faith, 

trust, honesty and respect for each other. We see everywhere that the world has increasingly 

abandoned these ideals.” 

Nelly van Hove: “You may be right, but aren’t you generalizing? Many people are just 

trying to get on with their lives, cheer each other up and are happy to survive.” 

Hank Rademaker: “Our Christian freedom is conditional. By nature we all are rebellious. 

Is it not a fascinating reality that in a marriage we find expression…that we are different?” 

Leo: “Let us take three practical things to start with. Now, how does it begin?” 

Ada Bouwman: “You fall in love. I mean, not that you are just dizzy or you have a 

strange feeling in your stomach or your heart thumps.” 

Astrid: “Right. That is the beginning and the art is to keep it that way. I have cozy notions 

like nostalgia and innocence and old-fashioned values.” 

Leo: “In fact, we get real love from God and reflect that in our marriage. Together we try 

and we pray, imitating His love. Don’t forget, we believe that He brought us together. That is 

important.” 



Astrid said with a smile: “Leo and I defend each other as lions against the rest of the 

people with whom we live.” 

Leo: “Right. The next thing is communication. 

Yvonne de Zeeuw: “I guess, that has to do everything with your emotions. The warmth 

you feel for each other. How do you always find the right words to prevent misunderstanding?” 

Wim van Dalfsen: “I presume sometimes you have to nurse a wounded soul. I mean, 

heartstrings are delicate instruments.” 

Anna Feenstra: “The gentler the touch the more resonant the echo. I saw these words the 

other day in a book. I don’t think you should sacrifice the team spirit to a small difference of 

opinion. You can always ask the Lord to guide you. True?” 

Leo: “Sure. God says in His Word that we should always pray, when things go well and 

whenever there are problems. Sometimes you do something with a bravado that belies your 

uncertainty, and afterwards you realize you do not do it in your own power, but Jesus Christ gave 

it to you. With Him you live in the light, also when you understand each other suddenly better 

than ever before. Honestly.” 

Anna: “Like the healing power of love?” 

Hank Rademaker grinned and said: “Anyhow, I will treat my future wife as something 

better than a vegetable.” 

Leo: “Now, in a marriage and otherwise, we have to honor and praise God, as the 

Catechism says. What do you think about that?” 

Astrid: “Like in Zephaniah 3, where love and joy go together with thankfulness.” 

Nelly van Hove: “At home I have a text on the wall in my room, from 1 Peter 1 about 

rejoicing, having love for each other, and great joy. I believe, it stimulates us to singing psalms 

and other spiritual songs. I do when I am at work.” 

Leo: “Nothing against that. Why should the world have songs all day, polluting many 

work places? We have reason to be happy. We are God’s children; we have a glorious eternal 

future.” 

Simon Dekker: “I find it more and more difficult nowadays. There are bands who call 

themselves Christians, they misuse well-known melodies, or they wreck the whole thing with 

drums and a beat. The heathen suppose you will agree with it, that you are one of them and their 

blasphemy. The texts of their songs are shocking; about demons, hell, ghosts, monsters from 

space, anti-discipline, and anti-law and order.” 

Ada: “I work in a bookstore. The taste of the customers always amazes me. They ask for 

titles my boss would not dare to put in his shop window but they will order them.” 

Leo: “Psalm 27:14 says, ‘Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen 

thine heart,’ so I believe we should joyfully do our duty, though others will not endure sound 

doctrine anymore. Let us ask God every day to guide and protect us.” 

They all agreed. 

* * * * * 

After five days they traveled home. 

It took them all day because of all the snow and ice on the roads, but they had enjoyed 

their little vacation. 

Some married and went to live in the city, others moved abroad, but they all kept in 

contact with each other. 
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