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December 1 Read Psalm 119:113-120 
 

As we are quickened by the Spirit and called by the Word we are made principally new creatures.  

As new creatures in Christ we can say with the psalmist that we hate vain thoughts and love the 

law of God. We find our delight in His Word, and we would be freed from all evildoers. 

However, we have this new life only in Christ and only in principal. Therefore, we need to be 

kept by God and we confess that He is our hiding place and our shield. He alone can deliver us 

from our threefold enemy, and He gives us by His word the instruments of war to fight the battle 

of faith. 

 

Again we must say how precious His Word is. As God upholds us according to His Word we 

shall stand, and only then. In this way we shall live, apart from His work we shall die. Our prayer 

is with the psalmist that we not be ashamed of our hope. We trust in the faithful covenant God. 

 

Sing Psalter 335. 

 

December 2 Read Psalm 119:113-120 
 

Our instructor teaches us that God trods down the wicked that err from the statutes of God, 

further He puts away all the wicked of the earth like dross. The wicked have a place in the midst 

of the earth and it is implied in this text when the term dross is used. The wicked serve the trying 

of the elect, but when the trying is done as is the case in a furnace where the molten gold is made 

pure the dross is cast off as waste. The wicked indeed serve the trying of our faith that it may be 

purified. But all the wicked who think themselves important shall perish. There is no grace for 

them. 

 

But then the psalmist must confess that he trembles for fear of God, and he is afraid of God’s 

judgments. This is true for the psalmist knows his own frailties and weaknesses. We are sinners 

and cannot stand for a moment in our own strength. Only as God gives us to love His testimonies 

shall we be kept from the same destruction of the wicked. Thus in godly fear we must walk 

before Lord in His Word. 

 

Sing Psalter 260:4-6. 

 

December 3 Read Psalm 119:121-128 
 

We must repeatedly petition God for His care and blessing, as the writer also does. It is because 

we live in such a consciousness of our own weakness and sin. It is only possible to be delivered 

from those that would oppress us if God blesses and if He has mercy upon us. Further as the 

psalmist we too must pray that God may be surety for our good (salvation). That God is our 

surety means that He provides the ransom, He provides our justification. God is this in His 
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promise of salvation in Christ which He provides in sending His Son to die on the cross to pay 

the price of our redemption. Thus is a pledge of our salvation. 

 

Now when confronted with the enemies of God who make void the law of God and deny it, it is 

time for Jehovah to work. Only He can make judgment and bring it to pass. Especially for those 

that make light of the law and who depart from its ways, the prayer is for God to judge and bring 

their ways to naught. 

 

We find by the grace of God the law to be more precious than any gold of this life. That is so, is 

it not my readers, in principle in our lives. We then esteem the law of God and hate and flee 

every false way. As Christ lives in our hearts it shall be so. 

 

Sing Psalter 336. 

 

December 4 Read Psalm 119:129-136 
 

This section of the Psalm is written once more from the deep consciousness of the psalmist’ 

weakness and sinful inclinations and thus is uttered in light of his own need. We find so often in 

our lives that we too should bring this prayer forth from our own soul. He is able to seek God’s 

care exactly because the Word is a light unto his soul. As God gives to us His Word through the 

preaching and other means He gives light upon our life. It leads us in the midst of darkness. This 

we must remember in all the trials of this life, one thing is constant and that is God’s word gives 

to us understanding and thus peace. When we pant as did the psalmist we also long for God’s 

commandments. 

 

Let us remember this when we have trouble; we do have a place to turn. The Scripture abounds 

with comfort and wisdom. God gives us His Word to be a guide unto us, and to strengthen us and 

to lead us. When we lose a father or mother in death it is the Word that strengthens and leads us 

on. When we have fallen in sin it is the Word that will comfort us and be our strength in turning 

from that path. God is gracious through His Word unto His children. 

 

Sing Psalter 192:1-3. 

 

December 5 Read Psalm 119:133-136; I John 2:1-18 
 

It is especially necessary in the consciousness of our sin and iniquity that we pray as the psalmist 

does, “order my steps in thy word.” The Scripture gives direction to all of our life, and it warns 

us of the consequence of our sin, it calls us to repentance and it strengthens us to turn from 

darkness and to walk in the light. How very necessary in your and my life. Without God ordering 

our steps by His Word we would only follow the path to destruction. But by His grace led by His 

Spirit to hear the Word of Christ we indeed know that sin and iniquity cannot have dominion 

over us. The word applied to our hearts will cause us to repent every time anew and to follow the 

way of righteousness wherein is blessing. 

 

Not only do we battle against our own sin, but we are oppressed by man. The devil and his co-

workers try to destroy us. They do this by temptation, by mockery, by persecution and any means 
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available to them. This enemy also is very strong especially as you young people know. But we 

may pray to God with the knowledge that as he delivers us we will keep his precepts. In I John 

2:12-14 this is given as our assurance. As our God in His Son makes His face to shine upon us 

we know we have forgiveness of sin, and we seek more and more to be taught by His Word. On 

the other hand we have sorrow when those about us keep not the law, especially is this so when 

our brother or sister departs from the word. 

 

Sing Psalter 337. 

 

December 6 Read Psalm 119:137-144; II Tim. 3:1-9 
 

At the time of great apostasy we find dark and perilous times for the church. It has been so in the 

history of the church and also in the days of the psalmist. In these days it is also the last times 

and many cease to follow the ways of God and make life difficult and at times it almost sees 

unbearable for God’s child. We have witnessed this in the various times of apostasy within our 

own denomination, and it is always a difficulty and a cause of trouble throughout our days on 

this earth. It is at this time that it is good to reflect upon God’s ways for He governs and upholds 

all things and all history as the sovereign God. Today in Christ He leads and guides all things 

unto the perfecting of His kingdom. 

 

When we so reflect upon God and His ways through the means of His word, we too must 

exclaim, “Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments.” This is true when even 

those judgments reach into our own family or congregation. His truth and Word is always 

righteous and His way is always faithful to His perfect purpose of gathering His church in Christ 

Jesus. We may be consumed at times because our enemies have departed from God’s Word. But 

His word is pure, His judgment just, and our love for His testimonies remains strong by His 

grace. 

 

Sing Psalter 338:1, 2. 

 

December 7 Read Psalm 119:137-144 
 

It is often during these days and at times of such oppression and trouble when reflecting upon 

ourselves in gracious wisdom we see ourselves as very small. It may even seem as though we are 

absolutely insignificant. We compare ourselves even to the things of this life, the universe, the 

power of creation with its earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes and we seem so small. But 

especially when we are compared to the living God we are nothing. Why would God even be 

mindful of such as we are? Yet as we remember His Word we are struck by God’s righteousness 

as revealed in Christ, and are given to confess it is an everlasting righteousness. He has chosen 

us before the foundation of the world in Christ that we might be holy and without blame, and His 

word is truth. 

 

In faithfulness to His own righteousness and truth, God will deliver us from our enemies, and 

uphold us in the truth. He will save us, His only begotten Son is testimony of this as He died on 

the cross and arose from the grave. Our righteousness is sealed by His death and resurrection. We 

shall live! 
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Sing Psalter 338:3, 4. 

 

December 8 Read Psalm 1 19:145-152; Psalm 1 
When is the last time that you cried over your sin and or the sin of your neighbor? Do we do this 

or are we too straight- laced to sob over sin. The saints of the past were never ashamed to sob 

over sin. They were free to express what is in their heart whether it be with joy declaring, “Praise 

the Lord,” or whether it be sobbing in repentance over their sin or that of the neighbor. May we 

have grace not to cover up our spiritual needs, but rather to freely and deeply express our needs 

unto God. 

 

The psalmist cries out to God to hear him, that he may indeed keep God’s statutes. It is 

impossible to keep them except God gives His grace to us in Christ and by His Spirit. Only then 

shall we keep His way. So we cry also save us that we may keep Thy testimonies. 

It is good for us even to pass through the night with prayer and meditation that our thoughts may 

be cleansed and our ways directed by God. Is God’s word so important to you and the keeping of 

His statutes that you spend a whole night in its meditation. In the meditation of that word is our 

delight, cf. Psalm 1. 

 

Sing Psalter 1. 

 

December 9 Read Psalm 119:149-152 
 

In this section the psalmist as he nears the end of this psalm reflects on the goodness of his God 

unto him in the time of his great need. We ought also to be filled with reflection upon the things 

of God and upon His faithfulness to us. It is necessary that we often and repeatedly call upon our 

God in Christ in the way of our prayer. Prayer is a great means of blessing, and it is the chief part 

of thankfulness. We need to be busy with prayer unto the God of our salvation. 

 

This is emphasized by the writer as he again turns to God and rests in God’s faithfulness. We and 

the psalmist rest upon Jehovah’s lovingkindness, who looks favorably upon us because that 

lovingkindness is unfailing for His chosen people. Again the greatest measure of His love and 

His compassionate mercy for us is revealed as He sent Jesus Christ to die on the cross to cover 

our sin and iniquity. Indeed on the basis of His work we can cry out, “Quicken me according to 

Thy judgment.” We know that for Jesus’ sake we are covered in His blood and righteous before 

God according to His own judgment. 

 

Sing Psalter 339:1, 2. 

 

December 10 Read Psalm 119:149-152 
 

Those that oppose the godly life of the people of God follow after mischief. This term says that 

those opposing God and His people do so having an evil plan, they are filled with malice for 

God’s people and purpose. So is the world of darkness whether that world be far off or as near as 

our own family. 
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But no matter how great the enemy or how difficult the trial we say with the writer, “Thou art 

near, O Jehovah.” He is sovereign over all and He is the faithful covenant God and His promises 

are sure. We know by the searching of the Scripture and by the testimony of Christ through the 

true preaching, that of old God has founded the testimonies for ever. The promises of God never 

end. He is faithful to save. 

 

Sing Psalter 339:3, 4. 

 

December 11 Read Psalm 119:153-160 
 

One may wonder at the times the psalmist calls upon God to consider his afflictions and his 

enemies, and yet it is not difficult at all to understand this if you have seen your own sin and 

weakness, as well as the strength of your threefold enemy. Our sins that we have walked in only 

show how very prone to evil we are, and how depraved our own nature. They show how very 

dependent we are if we are to enjoy the blessings of salvation. Indeed we must often and 

repeatedly cry out for mercy, for the reality is that in this life we are not delivered from the old 

man and we must confess we have sinned each day. 

 

Thus we seek our Lord to plead our cause for we cannot. God heard the psalmist and hears us. 

He sent our Lord to die for us and to be raised in victory over our sin that He might be our 

advocate to plead our cause before Jehovah. We need daily quickening, a being made alive to 

live out of Christ. Daily we need the fullness of the Spirit to stand in the battle of faith. 

 

Sing Psalter 340:1, 2. 

 

December 12 Read Psalm 119:153-160 
 

One more comment on this passage and that has to do with David’s persecutors. I am sure in one 

way or another you have faced persecution as a godly child. One might ask how we can call 

ourselves godly when there is so much sin in our lives. Some refuse to take the words of the 

psalmist upon their lips, but they should if they are God’s children. To refuse to do so is the 

greater sin for then we deny the work of Jehovah in Christ Jesus our Savior. David had sinned 

greatly in his life. One might consider his the greatest sin of any recorded in the Scripture, with 

the exception of Peter’s sin, and yet he says to God, “Consider how I love thy precepts O 

Jehovah.” He is able to say this because of the new life he has in the blood of Christ. He trusted 

in the promise of God to come through sacrificial offerings having the testimony of God’s word 

that His sin would be covered. We may say the same thing through the promises realized in the 

blood of Christ spilled on Calvary. He trusts in the promises of God and so must we. 

 

But further He is grieved with the transgressors because they kept not God’s word. They would 

not glorify God, would not humble themselves before the Holy One. Their sin grieves him for it 

detracts from God’s glory. Do we so grieve over the impenitent sin of the wicked? We must also. 

May God grant us the grace. 

 

Sing Psalter 340:3, 4. 
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December 13 Read Psalm 119:159-162; Proverbs 3:1-4 
 

As we near the end of this Psalm we find the holy writer both summarizing what has been set 

forth in the Psalm and also drawing his final conclusions. When he does this we find that he 

reflects again upon the Word of God. In this Word he finds life, peace and consolation, even as 

we surely also do confess. The Scripture is most precious to every child of God for it reveals the 

God of our salvation and our Savior unto us. In this word we find strength and peace. The 

psalmist confesses by God’s grace that he loves the precepts of God’s law and would have God 

consider that love that arises in his heart for the law. But even as we must, so must the psalmist 

go on to pray that the God of his salvation quickens him. For he understands as we must that 

apart from the work of the Spirit of Christ we would never love His law nor walk according to its 

precepts. So relying upon God’s lovingkindness he prays for God’s quickening work in him. It is 

not that we are worthy of this quickening work, but it is in the knowledge of God’s eternal mercy 

and love revealed in Christ that we are able to seek this quickening work of the Spirit of God. 

 

Now the writer sees the word so precious because he knows by God’s grace that it is true from 

the beginning and endures forever the same. What confidence we have when turning to the word 

for our strength and comfort. For it is God’s Word, the word of Him that changes not, and who is 

ever faithful to His own. Thus whether princes or any powers that be come against us we may 

stand in the sure confidence of God’s word. No wonder that we hold so precious the Lord’s Day 

when we come together to hear that word expounded unto us. This is true of you, by the grace of 

God, is it not? 

 

Sing Psalter 341:1, 2. 

 

December 14 Read Psalm 119:163-168 
 

When we truly rejoice in the word and find that word a great treasure, then we shall with the 

psalmist hate and abhor lying. Sometimes this is not so clearly manifest in our lives when we 

take delight in the latest gossip that our fellow classmates have to entice us. Often we take a 

certain delight in the lies of this world as it would lead us down the paths that appeal to our flesh 

or pride. But as the grace of God by the power of the Spirit leads us in the true path of penitence, 

then indeed we find our delight in God’s law and detest the lies of those about us and of Satan 

the father of the lie. 

 

Hence we and the psalmist find the need to fall down constantly before God seeking grace to 

praise God in the keeping of His law and for a love of His commandments. The writer expresses 

that he does this seven times a day, not just in the morning and evening prayers, nor is he guided 

by some other standard, but often and now he mentions the covenant number seven. Seven times 

a day, in the consciousness of God’s covenant with him he finds the need to fill his life with 

prayer that he may praise His God Who gives him such a precious word. 

 

In the law, precepts and testimonies of God’s word we find our hoped for salvation and the 

strength in our lives not to offend our God, we find there our peace. How very important that we 

keep that word faithfully as churches and as individual believers. May God so grant it. 
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Sing Psalter 341:3, 4. 

 

December 15 Read Psalm 119:169-172 
 

The psalmist now comes to the final conclusion of the whole matter of this prolonged prayer and 

testimony. He knows himself as we must know ourselves, that we are not able to stand a moment 

in our own strength. We fail to seek God as we ought whenever we rely on our natural strength 

or abilities. As a covenant young person we have not the strength nor ability to fight the battle of 

faith, but this is no less true of the older and more experienced saint. 

 

So we with the psalmist must cry out unto God. The idea here is that we have a shrill and audible 

cry unto God in the knowledge of our absolute need of His care. And we pray for our God to 

hear us and to give us understanding according to the word. It is needful that God gives us the 

ears to hear and the hearts to understand His Word. When He hears our supplication for Christ’s 

sake and delivers us by the power of His word from our sins and weaknesses, our praise shall be 

given to Him and Him alone. We then shall speak of God’s righteousness and of His goodness in 

all His ways with us. It does not matter how strong the enemy, nor how great our affliction. We 

pray that His hand shall help us and uphold us, then all shall be well. 

 

Sing Psalter 342:1, 2. 

 

December 16 Read Psalm 119:173-176; Isaiah 53:1-7 
 

Praying that God will uphold us by His hand, teaches us that we can only be delivered if our God 

delivers us. Salvation is not of man. It is not a cooperative work of God and man, but salvation is 

God upholding us in His hand to save us. This He does by sending His only begotten Son to 

stand in our stead and to bear our guilt to deliver us from the depths of darkness to bring us into 

the light of His fellowship. So the psalmist prays, “Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee.” We 

will praise God only when He delivers us from the condemnation of our own sin. Only as we are 

lifted up by God out of the morass of our sin that we shall ever praise Him. 

 

And above all, this has become the goal of the writer’s and our lives. On our part we have gone 

astray. God’s word by grace makes this clear to us. We have sinned, we cannot praise God as we 

are in sin. But as a shepherd brings back the lost sheep so we acknowledge that our God in Christ 

has redeemed us and called us by His word, so that we may with newness of life and in 

repentance seek Him alone. May He grant that we forget not His commandments. Amen. 

 

Sing Psalter 342:3, 4. 

 

December 17 Read Genesis 3:8-20 
 

In the fourteen remaining meditations for this month we will turn our attention to some of the 

prophecies of the Old Testament that are fulfilled with the coming of Christ. This is appropriate I 

believe for us to consider in this month. The first prophecy of the coming of Christ is that found 

in Genesis 3:15. It is often referred to as the mother promise, because all others flow from it. 
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Let us briefly consider this promise and its wonder. In the first place we might be surprised that 

at such an early stage God reveals His eternal decree of election and reprobation. He does 

because this was His purpose from eternity, that He would send His elect Seed to deliver His 

elect people from destruction, and to do so also through the trials that would come upon them 

through the reprobate seed. It would become evident that the only deliverance from sin and 

destruction would be by the grace of God in His sending of the Seed of the woman to bruise or 

trample the head of the seed of the serpent. 

 

This text speaks then to us of a twofold seed within the sphere of the church and in the midst of 

this world that would oppose one another. And while God gives Satan and his seed the power to 

bruise the heel of the children of God and their Head, they shall surely have the victory through 

their Head as God sends the Seed of the woman to save His people. This promise is made ever 

clearer throughout the old dispensation and we are given to understand it more perfectly by the 

power of the Spirit of Christ poured out upon us and revealing to us the wonder of the 

incarnation, Jesus’ sacrifice, death, resurrection and ascension to glory as our Head. 

 

Sing Psalter 15. 

 

December 18 Read Genesis 17:1-16 
 

As we take time to read this passage of Scripture we find that there is already some increasing 

clarity of the promise as given to the church of God already in the days of Abraham. God came 

to Abraham and basically repeated the promise made to Adam and Eve. A seed would be given to 

the church to deliver her and to provide for her blessing. This, most certainly, covenant young 

people is what this season is all about. God’s people have need of God’s blessings. Really we 

need nothing more and nothing less. When we have the blessing of God all is well and our 

salvation is sure. 

 

The covenant God establishes with Abraham is one-sided and this is a good thing. For if the 

covenant blessing of God was dependent upon us in any way it would fail. You know this don’t 

you? You know this because you know your own sin and failure. We have an eternal covenant 

God that loves us in Christ. The blessings were assured Abraham and his seed for He promises to 

establish His covenant with His church in their generations. What a rich blessing this is for it 

teaches us that God will not forsake His covenant nor the people of His covenant love. We are 

the children of the promise as we are gathered by the Spirit of Christ. This is the testimony of 

this promise repeated in Acts 2:39. 

 

Sing Psalter 30. 

 

December 19 Read Galatians 3:16-29 
 

The promise made unto Abraham was the promise of Christ’s coming. How precious is this truth 

for except Christ comes and represents us we could not have any blessing and the covenant of 

God would fail. Of course this is impossible, because God is God and thus His promise, His will 

cannot fail. He would bless Abraham and his Seed and through the Seed-Elect God will bless all 

chosen in Him. 
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This is also the point that the Scripture makes in Galatians 3:17 and the following argument 

against work’s righteousness, which concludes in verse 29. The apostle points out that the 

passage in Genesis spoke of the Seed. The apostle correctly points out that the promise to bless 

the seed of Abraham is spoken in the singular case and that the Seed spoken of is Christ. God 

fulfills His promise to the church (through Abraham) in the sending of His only begotten Son to 

fulfill all righteousness on behalf of those given to Him. We by the grace of God believing that 

we are Christ’s, that we belong to Him from eternity, know ourselves to be heirs according to 

that promise. 

 

This is the blessed wonder of grace revealed to us in the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

flesh. 

 

Sing Psalter 48:1-3. 

 

December 20 Read Deut. 18:15-19; Acts 3:13-26 
 

We continue with further prophecy of Christ’s blessed coming by turning our attention to 

Deuteronomy 18. In the fifteenth verse we are told that “The Lord thy God will raise up unto 

thee a Prophet from the midst of thee.” He spoke this word to Israel as His promise of blessing 

through this Prophet he shall raise up. However, those that will not hear what His Prophet speaks 

shall be cursed. God’s children must hear Him. We must by His grace receive the words He 

sends us by the mouth of His Prophet. In doing this there is blessing without measure. 

 

As the Scripture presents this Prophet it is striking that already at this time God reveals that the 

Prophet shall be very God and very man. The Prophet is raised from the midst of the people, yet 

is like unto God. Acts makes it very clear that the Scripture in Deuteronomy has its fulfillment in 

the coming of Christ. Peter says this in verse 20 of our reading from Acts. Jesus Christ which is 

preached before us is the Prophet spoken of by Moses. Peter rightly interprets that we must hear 

him in all things whatsoever he shall say unto us. For the voice of this Prophet is the voice of 

God in our midst. May we have ears to hear and hearts of understanding. 

 

To fail to hear the Prophet is to disobey God, and as many as shall not hear that Prophet shall be 

destroyed from among the people. This is the sad state of so much of the world today and even of 

the church world that will not hear the Word of Christ, but do their own good pleasure. Such 

shall surely perish. May God deliver us from such disobedience as individual children of God 

and as churches. 

 

Sing Psalter 51. 

 

December 21 Read Psalm 2; Psalm 110; Heb. 5:1-10 
 

Beloved readers there are many, many Psalms that prophesy of Christ and His coming, but for 

now we will treat only the selections for our reading today and perhaps another one or two. The 

psalmist gives us the Word of God Who said, “Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee.” 

God glorified Christ to be our high priest said the author of the Hebrews under the inspiration of 
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the Spirit. Already in the days of David it was pointed out that Christ would come, as our high 

priest that He might be a sacrifice for our sin. 

 

And the psalmist in Psalm 110 points out that He shall be an high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek. It was thus prophesied that He would in a sense be without beginning or ending of 

days, and yet be a priest raised up from the midst of God’s people. He is eternally our high priest, 

the only begotten God, yet could suffer the infirmities of His people for our sake, being made the 

perfect author of eternal salvation unto us, unto all them that obey him. He is our high priest still 

today, for on the basis of His one sacrifice He still utters prayers which we cannot raise unto God 

for our salvation. How precious the word of God, the word of salvation. 

 

Sing Psalter 303. 

 

December 22 Read Psalm 132:13-18; Luke 1:69- 75 
 

We will look at another Psalm and the New Testament reference to it for today’s meditation. In 

this Psalm God has prophesied that He would “make the horn of David to bud,” and Zacharias as 

filled with the Holy Ghost teaches us that this is a reference to Christ. The prophecy of this 

Spirit-filled man teaches us that God in Christ has raised up an horn of salvation for us in the 

house of David. This promise the Psalmist gave to God’s people in the day of David. When 

Christ came in our flesh He came as the horn of salvation. We had no strength to save ourselves 

but Christ came in our flesh in the line and lineage of David to save us from our sins. 

 

He would perform the mercy already promised to our fathers. God through His Son would cover 

our sin with His obedient death on the cross and save us. By this God remembered His holy 

covenant, and the oath which he sware to our father Abraham. By His coming would believers 

and their seed be delivered from the torments of their own iniquity and nature. 

 

The fruit of this precious gift of God is that we are delivered out of the hand of our enemies, and 

we go on by His grace and in the power of His Spirit to serve God without fear during the days 

of our lives. This is our portion through the Christ child come in our flesh. For He is our God 

come to save us. 

 

Sing Psalter 368. 

 

December 23 Read Isaiah 7:12-15; Matthew 1:20-25 
 

As we come closer in the history of the old dispensation to the coming of Christ, the prophecies 

become more complete or more detailed concerning the coming of our Lord in the flesh to save 

His people. We see this in the well known prophecy in Isaiah seven. In the midst of pronouncing 

the coming of judgment upon Judah to Ahaz the king, Isaiah prophesies of the wonder of 

wonders that shall provide for deliverance. He gives Ahaz a sign, “A virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son.” The Seed in which the nations should be blessed comes forth of the woman by the 

birth of a son to a virgin in the line of David. Impossible as this would be, God would provide for 

the salvation of His people by His hand alone. The fact that Christ would come forth of a virgin 
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in the line of David shows us with God’s people of the ages that what is impossible for man is 

the very place where the grace of God is revealed in all of its majesty and wonder. 

 

Our sins and our natural depravity keep us from any hope of salvation, it binds us on the path of 

destruction, but God provides what we cannot. God brings to pass that we cannot hope for, He 

and He alone saves. Joseph is also told this that Mary is with child according to promise, the 

fulfillment of the Word of the Lord spoken to the prophet Isaiah many years before. A virgin 

shall be with child and shall bring forth a son. 

 

But further the prophecy given to Isaiah and brought before Ahaz and the word to Joseph quoting 

that Scripture declares that “they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God 

with us.” 

 

Born of the woman without the will of man, yet flesh of our flesh, but also the only begotten 

God, God with us. The wonder the Incarnation. God saving His people. 

 

Sing Psalter 61. 

 

December 24 Read Daniel 7:13-28; Luke 1:26-37 
 

We turn to the prophecy of Daniel as he prophesies of the Christ as the little horn who would 

crush the kingdoms of darkness in the midst of this earth. He would be given dominion and glory 

and a kingdom that all nations and languages should serve Him. His kingdom is an everlasting 

kingdom and all dominions shall serve and obey Him (Luke 1:27). Now this prophecy that 

speaks of the coming of one like unto the Son of Man, to Whom such dominion would be given 

is quoted by the angel Gabriel as he declares to Mary that she would be favored among women 

and would bear the Christ Child. It is striking in this announcement of the angel that the Savior 

would be born of the virgin made in the likeness of man, who shall rule over all nations and 

dominions. He is the King of the kingdom of God for He is God come in our flesh to save His 

people chosen in Him from before the foundation of the world. 

 

This Child’s name shall be JESUS, we read. What a precious announcement. He is Jehovah 

saving us, saving God’s chosen. There is such a wonder here, for we for whom He came are not 

worthy of the least of God’s blessing, yet God Himself comes in our flesh to suffer in our stead, 

to die on the cross, to satisfy judgment for our sin, that we might inherit His kingdom. That little 

child born of a lowly virgin shall be given everlasting dominion over all things to the saving of 

the church. Glorious Grace. 

 

Sing Psalter 183. 

 

December 25 Read Ezek. 16:1, 2, 48, 59-63; Luke 1:64-80 
 

This is the day we remember with great thanksgiving the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. But what 

is the reason for this great joy that we have at this time of the year? Why are you filled with joy 

today, or are you not so filled with joy? If you are not, if you say my portion is too hard, my way 
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too difficult, I cannot find joy, not on this Christmas day then beware of God’s judgment. 

Consider your sin and repent. 

 

God’s children by His grace do rejoice today no matter the circumstance in which they are found. 

Indeed we are filled with rejoicing because our sins have been covered; God has remembered 

His covenant with us and our fathers. This is the ground for our joy. 

Understand we have been worse than Sodom; as the prophet speaks of Jerusalem and Judah we 

have sinned in ways that are worse than any sins of the nations about us. We have on our part 

forsaken God’s covenant, we have trampled it underfoot and the Holy God as well. We have 

transgressed all the law of Jehovah. That is the prophet’s testimony over God’s chosen people in 

Judah, and it applies to us as well. Our nature is totally depraved and in our lives we have 

transgressed God’s way. We are not worthy of salvation. But then the prophet proclaims over 

Jerusalem the words of verses 60 and 62 of Ezekiel 16. This prophecy is said to be fulfilled with 

the coming of Jesus in our flesh according to the Spirit inspired words of Zacharias upon the 

birth of John and his naming. The wonder of salvation is God remembering His covenant with 

His people. Praise the Lord. 

 

Sing Psalter 255:1-3. 

 

December 26 Read Isaiah 40:1-5; Luke 3:1-6 
 

It is striking that not only did the prophets of old speak clearly in their prophecies of the birth of 

Christ, but also were led by the Spirit to declare in prophesy details of His work when He came 

in our flesh to dwell in our midst. The prophet of Isaiah in the fortieth chapter speaks of the fact 

that when God fulfills His promise, he pardons the iniquity of His people. For Jehovah comes in 

our flesh to save us. This is so necessary for the elect seed in the days of Isaiah to hear but also it 

is so important that we see that this is the real meaning of Christ’s birth and His walk in our flesh 

for us. 

 

All the troubles that we have, all the mountains and hills that stand in our path shall be made low, 

they shall be made passable by the coming of the Lord. The crooked shall be made straight, and 

the rough places plain. There is nothing that shall be in our path whether sickness, poverty, 

persecution, or even Satan and the wicked in this world shall prevent our entering into the 

everlasting life with our God. 

 

This it is prophesied shall be the message of the one preparing the way of the Lord who cries in 

the wilderness. Luke makes it plain in the third chapter that when John the Baptist came into the 

wilderness as a prophet declaring the arrival of the Christ he was the fulfillment of this promise. 

His message was exactly that salvation was come. With the coming of Christ, all flesh would see 

the salvation of God in the person of God’s Son come in our flesh. And through His work all is 

made straight. Salvation for us is assured. 

 

Sing Psalter 276. 

 

December 27 Read Isaiah 9:1-5; Matthew 4:14-17 
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As Jesus would begin His ministry and reveal through His Word that indeed He was the salvation 

of God Whom we could see, He began His labor in the borders of Zabulon and the land of 

Nephthalim. And we read in Matthew, He did so that the prophesy of Isaiah might be fulfilled. 

The prophet Isaiah in Isaiah nine had prophesied that the One who would bring light into 

darkness would do so in these places. The Spirit teaches us that all of the Old Testament 

prophesies indeed spoke of Christ and His work of saving His people. 

 

When Jesus began His ministry already in these countries was the revelation of the light of God 

which came to dispel darkness. Now how precious is this testimony to the elect seed in the old 

dispensation which found themselves in darkness because of their sin, carried into captivity, cut 

off from the temple of God and the mercy seat. But also how precious is this word for the church 

of all ages, for we are taught that the labor of Christ in our flesh was light come into our 

darkness. How important this is! For we are in darkness, this is our nature as we are dead in sin 

and trespass, and we have walked in darkness in the way of sin. And all is darkness about us, 

none can have fellowship with God in the present darkness. Further nothing in this life of 

darkness can deliver us from the darkness, not our works, nor any man, or church. Only, if the 

Light sent of God comes, can the darkness of our sin be dispelled. But this indeed is the wonder 

of Christ’s preaching in the midst of this world of sin. God’s children are delivered and led into 

the light of God’s fellowship. 

 

Sing Psalter 113:1, 8, 9, 10. 

 

December 28 Read Isaiah 53; I Peter 2:21-25 
 

Much of the prophecy of Isaiah 53 is quoted in the New Testament in various passages in 

connection with the suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed as Peter also points out that we 

like sheep have gone astray and everyone has turned to his own way. This is our natural walk. 

We make our own gods and think that we can control our own destiny. We seek our own 

pleasures and fail to take heed to the Word of Jehovah our God. We are filled with iniquity and 

worthy of damnation. This is the confession of God’s child and therefore we have great need of 

deliverance. Even more we cannot accomplish that deliverance but can only increase our guilt, 

and even when Christ came, sent of the Father we despised Him and rejected Him. 

 

But Jesus Who did no sin, neither was there any guile in His mouth, suffered for us. When He 

was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him 

that judgeth righteously. He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. 

He bore our sins, the prophet said in the days of old, that Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity of 

us all. By His stripes we are healed. Blessed truth of the Scripture. Salvation is by grace alone, as 

Jesus in our stead bears the judgment of God against us, and we live. Now by the grace of God 

filled with this testimony of the Word we have returned to the Bishop of our souls and have 

peace. 

 

Sing Psalter 318:1-5. 

 

December 29 Read Isaiah 59:16-21; Rom. 11:13-36 
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Christ Who becomes the fulfillment of the prophecy of God through the prophets comes as the 

Deliverer out of Zion. The prophet Isaiah set this hope before the people so that when they were 

in captivity and all seemed hopeless to receive any good or salvation. There are so many times in 

our lives when it seems as though it is impossible for us to obtain the hope of the Scripture. This 

is true either because of our own hopelessly lost condition, or because of the many forces of evil 

that oppress us. Yet in the depths of our misery God sounds for the gospel of salvation. 

Paul applies this prophecy of Isaiah to all Israel. Not only to Israel according to the flesh, but to 

spiritual Israel including the nations of the Gentiles. This is the blessed message of the gospel 

that Paul set before those unto whom he preached. This is the message of comfort for us which 

we receive every Lord’s Day as we worship under the Word of Christ. 

 

God has sent out of Zion the Deliverer. He has done this not because of the worthiness of those 

carried into captivity by their sin, for there is no worthiness among men. But God has set His 

covenant upon His people from before the foundation of the world. His covenant is unto us, and 

thus in Christ the covenant Seed, God works salvation. He takes away our sins and saves His 

elect, of Israel according to the flesh and of the Gentiles. Neither may boast but God fulfills His 

covenant with us. Blessed God of grace. 

 

Sing Psalter 121. 

 

December 30 Read Jeremiah 31:31-34; Heb. 8; 10:14-22 
 

In Jeremiah 31, the prophet speaks of a new covenant that shall be realized when Christ comes. 

The old covenant Israel brake, although God was a husband unto them, and we might add was a 

faithful husband unto them, but the new covenant will be made with the house of Israel after 

those days. This statement refers to the time of Christ. Now this new covenant is not a different 

covenant from the point of view that it is a change of God’s covenant love for His people. But it 

is a new covenant in that it is a more complete manifestation of this eternal covenant of love for 

His people that never fails. It is the covenant that is fulfilled with the coming of Christ, His 

suffering, death, resurrection and ascension into heaven. 

 

In Hebrews 8 it is pointed out that the people led out of Egypt continued not in God’s covenant, 

and God brought them as a people into many troubles, He “regarded them not.” But with the 

coming of Christ, there is a Mediator of a better covenant (vs. 6). The author of the book of 

Hebrews then quotes the passage from Jeremiah pointing out that God makes a covenant with the 

house of Israel whereby He puts His laws into their mind, and writes them in their hearts, 

whereby He will be to them a God and they shall be to Him a people. This speaks of the fact that 

on the basis of Christ’s death and resurrection and His ascension into heaven the Spirit of Christ 

is poured out upon elect Israel, that is upon the church elect in Christ. That Spirit shall not be 

removed, and we shall experience forever God’s mercy to our unrighteousness, and our sins and 

iniquities He will remember no more. Wondrous Grace! This is the fruit of the one sacrifice of 

Christ, which is complete and never has to be repeated. Our salvation is made complete. 

 

Sing Psalter 125:1-4. 

 

December 31 Read Hosea 2; Romans 1:18-32; I Peter 2:4-10 
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There are many prophesies that speak of the coming of Christ and told before those things that 

would come to pass. This also is the preciousness of the Scripture. It is the Word of God and it 

comes to pass according to His will. We could have considered many more such passages, 

however we are limited to the ones that we have used. 

 

In this last meditation for the year 2005 we look to Hosea and the places where it is quoted in the 

New Testament. At this time of the year we reflect on many things that have come to pass in the 

last year, and many of these have to do with the fruits of sin in the world about us and in our own 

lives. Natural man will not serve God, and natural man can have no hope as this year comes to an 

end. The world even the church world in the days of Hosea had walked in terrible sin and 

ungodliness, and so it is also today. On top of this God’s people in Israel in the days of Hosea 

and also we have transgressed God’s law and we must confess the utter unworthiness of hope in 

our future. 

 

But God in faithfulness, betroths His people unto Himself. Jehovah through Hosea announces 

that He will keep His people in covenant faithfulness, and would have mercy upon her that had 

not obtained mercy, and that He will say to them that were not my people, Thou art my people, 

and they shall say, Thou art my God. According to Paul in Romans 9 and in I Peter 2 in the 

coming of Christ and His satisfaction for sin, we shall be remembered according to His decree of 

election. He calls us out of darkness into the marvelous light of His fellowship. So that now we 

can walk in hope of the future year and years, knowing that all things work together for good to 

them that love God and are the called according to His purpose. 

 

Sing Psalter 125:5-9. 
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