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STOP, DO NOT READ THIS ARTICLE UNTIL YOU HAVE BLANK PAPER AND 

SOMETHING TO WRITE WITH!! Take the paper and write down the five most valuable things 

that you have. Next, write down five things that are in your living room. 

What is stewardship? Stewardship is a gift of God to us whereby we are to manage the 

possessions given to us in a responsible way. A steward works on behalf of another. A steward 

has been given the responsibility of managing some or all of the possessions of another. A 

steward does not own anything. 

Let’s look at the idea of ownership. Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord’s and the 

fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” There are two principles about 

ownership in this verse. 

The first principle is that the Lord owns the world. He created it and can do with it what 

he pleases. When we are given possessions by God, we must realize that they are not our own 

but belong to him. Everything we have belongs to God. Our house, cars, furniture, every 

appliance in the kitchen, every electronic gadget, our retirement accounts, every dollar, every 

dime, every last penny you have: it’s all his. None of it is yours. Some examples of these things 

given to us are what you wrote down on your two lists. 

The second principle is that the Lord owns all the people in the world. God owns you and 

me. God owns every part of you and every part of me. He owns our heart, our mind, our soul, 

and our strength. Since he created us and owns us, he has the authority to tell us what to do. 

We can see an example of a steward in Joseph (Gen. 39:1-6). Joseph had a rough start by 

being sold into slavery, but “the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.” Joseph 

was made “overseer” of his master’s house. The story continues with the Lord blessing “all that 

he had in the house, and in the field.” 

Joseph was treated unjustly but rose again to be a steward in the house of Pharaoh (Gen. 

41:40-45). He was set over all the people of Egypt. He was given rule over every person and 

every thing except Pharaoh himself. 

What did he do that was different than everyone else in the land of Egypt? There were 

multitudes of people in Egypt, but there was something different about Joseph that set him apart. 

A second example of a steward is Daniel. Like Joseph, he started out as a slave. Through 

his ability he rose to be the second in command in Babylon (Dan. 2:48). After Babylon was 

conquered by Darius, king of the Medes and Persians, Daniel proved to be an excellent steward. 

He was to be set over all the land. 

What did Daniel do to set himself apart from the millions of people in Babylon? Even 

after Babylon fell, King Darius recognized Daniel as the most capable man in the whole land. 

What did he do differently than everyone else? How did he conduct himself? What kind of 

character did he have? 

The first thing any steward does is to put God first. Stewards put God first by placing 

their faith in him. As Christians and stewards, we have the example and testimony of our 

forefathers. God gave us these examples so that we could look at and study them. As we look and 

study, we can follow the examples of faith. 

We see a great example of the faith Joseph had in Genesis 41:16. Before he even heard 

Pharaoh’s dream, he said that God would give an answer. He was so confident that he told 
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Pharaoh he knew that God would provide an answer. He didn’t even know what the question 

was! 

We take this lesson of faith for our lives too. To place faith in God is to trust him. Can we 

follow Joseph’s example? Can we, before we hear any of the particulars of what it means to be a 

steward, trust God in this? God has given us many commands in the Bible, but each one of his 

commands is designed for our spiritual well being. Certainly, God as our loving Father in heaven 

would never command us to do anything that would be to our hurt (see Matt. 7:9-11). God is a 

trustworthy God. With this kind of God, we can be confident, just as Joseph was confident. 

Confidence, which is part of faith, shows itself through prayer. Prayer is communication 

with God. Prayer is where we make our requests known to God. Prayer is where we ask for 

God’s help in our lives. Prayer is where we thank God for everything he has given us. It is where 

we thank God for everything he has done for us. 

Daniel showed this confidence when he desired God’s mercy. Because Nebuchadnezzar 

had decided to kill all the wise men in the land, Daniel needed to know both a dream and its 

interpretation. He prayed. He made his request known to God. He was told the dream and its 

interpretation. When given the answer he praised God and gave thanks (Dan. 2:16-23). 

We should follow Daniel’s example of faith and pray. We need to give thanks for the 

abundance of possessions God gave us to manage. We need to ask what God will have us to do 

with all our possessions. We should look for an answer. When we pray, when we ask in faith, 

God will answer. 

Following prayer, faith in stewardship will also show itself by listening to God. To listen 

is to hear. But how do we hear? We look to see what God says. And what does God say? He says 

many things. He has written them down in the Bible. In order to listen to God, we must read and 

study the Bible. Reading and studying should be done as an individual, as a family, and with 

fellow saints at church. When this is done, faith, part of which is knowledge, increases. 

We look again to the example of Daniel. Daniel had faith. Daniel listened. “And in all 

matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times 

better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm” (Dan. 1:20). The only 

way that Daniel could have been found better is because he was granted true wisdom. This type 

of wisdom comes from God through prayer (James 1:5). Daniel knew the Word of God. He had 

education, and he had the majority of what we know as the Old Testament. He prayed over the 

Word every day. He studied the Word every day. Through daily study he listened to God and 

became wiser than all those around him. 

We too can understand our role as steward better by following the example of Daniel. 

When we study, we are listening to what God has to say. When we have personal devotions, we 

meditate on what God says. When we sit with the family or in a Bible study, we have the 

opportunity to ask questions, the opportunity to listen to others, and the opportunity to grow in 

our understanding. 

What is one of the things we hear? WORK! A good manager doesn’t do just enough to 

get by but will exert himself. This requires a lot of effort. This effort will keep us very busy. The 

details of our work will keep us busy from when we wake up to when we go to bed. We have 

many possessions that we have to manage for God. Our houses need repair, our cars need oil 

changes, and our family needs to be fed. There is no end to the details of the work to do. 

Joseph “went throughout all the land of Egypt” (Gen. 41:46). He was busy on Pharaoh’s 

behalf in Genesis 47:13-26. He was in charge of the storehouses of corn. He traded the surpluses 
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of corn for money. When the money ran out, he traded for cattle. When Pharaoh owned all the 

cattle, Joseph traded for labor. Day after day, year after year, he had to attend to all the details. 

To see some of the results of the work of a steward, we turn yet again to the life of 

Daniel. We see that his work has three results. First, we see him praising God (Dan. 2:19-23). 

After he received an answer to prayer he praised God. 

Second, we see his actions leading others to praise God. Nebuchadnezzar, in Daniel 2:47 

says, “Your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings.” 

A little later in Daniel’s life, we see a third result. The kingdom of God was advanced 

after Daniel was pulled out of the den of lions. In Daniel 6:25-27, king Darius wrote a decree to 

“all the earth.” This decree set God apart from all other gods. This decree showed to everyone in 

the known world who God was and what he was capable of. 

These three results of work in the life of Daniel also serve as examples for us to follow. 

First, as managers we must praise God. We have been given so much. Where do we start? Since 

you probably skipped right over it, reread and follow the instructions in the first paragraph of this 

article. Now, start your praise with the list of the five most valuable things that you wrote down. 

Next, look around you. Look in your living room (did you write these five things down yet?), 

your bedroom, your car, your savings account, your—these are some of the things you can put a 

price tag on. Praise God for these things! Some things without a price tag are your ability to read, 

to think, to work, and to love others. Praise God for these too! 

The second result of our managing is praise to God on the part of other people. Others 

look at us. They see us. They see our walk. They see our lifestyle. They hear our conversation. 

What do they say? Do they praise God for having you in their lives? Do they give thanks to God 

for the many various ways that you have helped out? We cannot control how others react to what 

we say and do, but it must be clear to all around us that we are different, set apart; in a word: 

Christian. 

The third result of our work is that the kingdom of God should be advanced. What we say 

and do will either help or hinder the kingdom of God. Everything we do sets an example. We are 

stewards of our time; how are we using it? We can teach others. We can lead others. We can give 

in so many ways: of our time, our talents, and our money. All these things can be put to good use 

in the kingdom. 

What a great responsibility we have with those possessions we have been given to 

manage on behalf of God. What are we going to do with our possessions to advance the 

kingdom? Specifically, what are we going to do with our money to advance the kingdom? 

Stewardship applies to our money. Each of us has been given money to manage. There 

are countless uses of our money. Each use, though, must have one common result: it must 

advance the kingdom of God. 

There are countless uses of our money, but those uses can be broken down into three 

categories. We can spend it, we can save it, or we can give it. We will take a specific look at 

these three aspects of stewardship in upcoming articles. 
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