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In the previous article, I began to respond to a letter from Laurel Lotterman in which she 

asked the following interesting questions: 

If our good works profit us nothing, then why do we believe that there will be different 

levels in heaven? 

What kind of levels are the levels of heaven? If heaven is perfect and we are perfectly 

happy, will the people in levels higher than us be more happy, or more perfect? 

If all sins are equal, why are there different levels of hell? (or aren’t there?) 

In my response I pointed out that even though we are not saved because of our good 

works, our good works do profit us. God rewards us according to our works, but not on the basis 

of our works. We are rewarded on the basis of what Christ has done, not on the basis of anything 

that we have done. The blessings God’s people receive are blessings Christ purchased for them 

by His suffering and death. But God gives to us these blessings in a way that relates to the good 

works we perform. The more good works we do, the more blessings we receive. In this life, God 

is constantly rewarding us according to our works. And the reward we will receive at the final 

judgment will also be according to our works. 

Last time I showed that our confessions clearly teach this (e.g. Belgic Confession, Article 

24). I begin this time by showing that when our confessions speak on this matter they are 

accurately summarizing the teaching of Scripture. 

 

God Rewarding Us According to Our Works 
When speaking about His final coming, our Savior uttered the following words: 

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 

reward every man according to his works (Matt. 16:27). 

He said the same thing in the vision that He gave to John: 

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as 

his work shall be (Rev. 22:12). 

Christ illustrated this truth in some of His parables. In one parable He spoke of a man 

who had ten servants and who gave each of them a pound (a pound is a unit of money). Later the 

man called his servants to him to see how much each one had been able to gain by trading. One 

of the servants that had started with one pound now had ten pounds. He was rewarded according 

to his works, and received a position in which he had authority over ten cities. Another servant, 

who also had started with one pound, now had five pounds. This servant also received a reward 

that was according to his works. Having gained five pounds, he received a position in which he 

had authority over five cities (Luke 19:11-27). This clearly teaches that the more faithfully one 

labors down here on earth, the greater will be his reward in heaven. 

When we understand this, we will also be able to begin to grasp what Christ means when 

He exhorts us to lay up our treasures in heaven (Matt. 6:20). The more we deny ourselves, take 

up our cross and follow Jesus, doing the good works that bring glory to the name of our heavenly 

Father, the greater will be our reward in heaven. The more we dig into the riches found in the 

Word of God and grow in spiritual wisdom and understanding, the more treasures we will have 
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both now and in the life to come. For these are the treasures that endure, and that we can enjoy 

both now and forever. 

 

Vessels Full of God’s Glory, But with Different Capacities 
This brings us now to what some people refer to as “levels in heaven.” I would not use 

the phrase “levels in heaven,” because it appears to speak of heaven as a building with many 

floors, with the lowest people being on the ground level, then another group living a little higher 

on the second floor, and another group living a little higher yet on the third floor, and so on. 

Rather, I prefer to use the biblical illustration of God’s people as vessels (Rom. 9:23) that can be 

filled with the Spirit and glory of God. Then the idea would be that in heaven each of God’s 

people will be a vessel filled with God’s glory, so that each person will be perfectly happy and 

content. But some vessels will have more capacity than others, so that there will be different 

degrees of glory in heaven. 

This idea of different degrees of glory is illustrated for us every night in the stars of 

heaven. The Scriptures take the truth that “one star differeth from another star in glory” (I Cor. 

15:41), and apply it to the resurrection from the dead. Believers will shine as the stars. Some 

stars will be brighter than others, but each will perfectly radiate the light of God. Especially 

bright will be those who grow in spiritual wisdom, and faithfully witness to bring others to the 

way of truth. 

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 

many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever (Dan. 12:3). 

By a verse such as this, we are encouraged to make good use of our time and effort, to 

seek after the only thing in life that is important. 

I have not gotten to the third question yet, concerning degrees of punishment. Lord 

willing, I will start with this subject next time. 
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