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November 1 Read Psalm 119:1-8 
 

As we take up the meditations for the present, we shall turn to our Lord’s direction to us in Psalm 

119. I am not sure if this has been done in the recent past, but I would believe that the 

perspective will be somewhat different in any case. We shall therefore turn together to this 

blessed Psalm. 

 

Our calling as covenant youth and as confessing believers is to keep our way pure and undefiled 

at all times. We are called to serve God in every path that we travel. At the outset we understand 

that this seems impossible, and we further know that often we have failed to walk in this way in 

which we are directed. In the first place then we must understand two things. First there is no 

excuse for our failure to walk in this path directed by God, and secondly in Christ it is possible to 

so walk in the ways directed by God. This is our calling, this we must do. This is the command 

of Jehovah. Let us not make excuses for anything less than what we are called upon to do. Our 

text in the first verse points out that this means we walk in the way of Jehovah. We will look at 

this calling in the following meditations.  

 

Sing Psalter 1:1-3. 

 

November 2 Read Psalm 1:1-8 
 

We take note that the Psalmist begins this Psalm telling us of the blessedness of walking in the 

way of God and in the keeping of his testimonies. This is true no matter where you find yourself. 

Whether it is at school, in your labor or in your fellowship, in your dating or in any other activity, 

it is a blessing to walk according to the testimonies of God. Believe this! 

 

The way is the active conscious path that we take in this pilgrim’s life. There really are only two 

ways: one that is narrow and often filled with many pitfalls but that leads to the eternal and 

everlasting fellowship with God, and a way that often is much broader and smoother but one that 

leads one into the clutches of Satan and to hell. There is no way of compromise. There is no 

compromise between the way of light and that of darkness, the way of Christ and that of Belial 

(II Cor. 6). 

 

The way which must be undefiled is a way that is guarded by the law of Jehovah, and is kept so 

safe by a living in His testimonies. Beloved in the Lord we of needs know and prayerfully live as 

led by God’s word alone. Our own natural understanding will not prevail, but God gives us a 

perfect Word in the Scripture as proclaimed in the faithful church from Lord’s Day to Lord’s 

Day.  

 

Sing Psalter 41:1-3. 

 

November 3 Read Psalm 119:1-8; Psalm 1:1-3 
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The Psalmist points out in verse three that when we walk in the ways of God according to His 

testimonies, we walk in no iniquity. This again reminds us that there is no in-between. Either we 

walk in the ways of God or we walk in iniquity. Think a moment of your own sins. When you sin 

you know it is because you have departed from the ways of God and from His blessed law. The 

law is blessed for within its bounds we have true freedom, but apart from His testimonies we 

become bound in the slavery of sin. 

 

Therefore the Psalmist who also experienced the slavery of sin acknowledges that God has 

commanded us to keep His precepts diligently. Understand that our God perfectly knows what 

we need in order to experience peace and His blessed favor. It is Jehovah the covenant God who 

loves us from eternity and commands us to walk in the way that is blessed. We dare not fail to 

listen to this command. God points out to us that this must be a diligent labor of love. We must 

give our all to this blessed service of God. May God grant this to you, covenant youth, and to all 

of us.  

 

Sing Psalter 41:4-7. 

 

November 4 Read Psalm 119:1-8; Psalm 1:4-6 
 

Now the Psalmist in this passage does what you and I must do. He prays that his ways are 

directed to keep Jehovah’s statutes. This is an exclamation, expressing how necessary it is that 

we cry to God in light of this high calling to walk in the law of Jehovah. The reason is plain and 

that is that neither you nor I can stand for a moment in our own strength and upon our own 

works. Only if God directs our way, only if by the Spirit of Christ He renews our hearts and 

creates in us clean hearts, and leads us into the way of truth shall we serve God and know His 

precious fellowship. 

 

When our God through our Lord Jesus Christ by His Spirit leads us then indeed we shall not be 

ashamed as we have respect unto all Jehovah’s commandments. We shall be kept from iniquity 

and condemnation as we walk according to His testimonies. Notice it is necessary that we have 

respect unto all of God’s commandments. If we fail in one we do indeed transgress all and shall 

be found walking in iniquity and be comfortless.  

 

Sing Psalter 321:1-2. 

 

November 5 Read Psalm 119:1-8; Psalm 51:10-19 
 

The Psalmist tells us that he and we with him may have confidence as Christ works in our hearts 

by the power of His Word that he shall not be ashamed and that he will keep God’s statutes. This 

is his confidence and may be ours because God loves us in Christ from eternity as Paul expresses 

it in Ephesians 1 where we are told that he has loved us in Christ from before the foundation of 

the world that we should be holy and without blame. 
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Again he leads us to pray, “O forsake me not utterly.” If God would forsake us utterly as we 

haltingly walk through this life all would be empty and loss. We must pray for grace that saves us 

from ourselves, from our own ways. 

 

David and we indeed shall praise God with uprightness of heart, when we have learned the 

righteous judgments of Jehovah. Sometimes the way of the Lord with us seems so hard, so very 

difficult. Usually it is as a direct consequence of our own sin and weakness. David knew this 

path and so have you and I, my readers. But Jehovah will maintain His holiness and He will 

bring judgments upon His beloved when they walk in sin. But He does this in love and teaches 

us the righteousness of His judgments that we are turned from the pathway that would bring us 

into condemnation. Indeed, oh Jehovah, forsake us not utterly!  

 

Sing Psalter 321:3-4. 

 

November 6 Read Psalm 119:9-16 
 

How shall we as young people cleanse our way. The Psalmist speaks of the youth here not 

because the youth are worse sinners than the aged. In fact when the older members of the church 

sin it is even more terrible and this because we should have learned the testimonies of the Word 

much more fully that when we were youth. But it is exactly because as youth we are still 

growing in understanding of the law of God, and because Satan recognizes that the youth are 

more susceptible to his temptation and have less strength of experience that the Psalmist speaks 

of the young man. He knew his own weaknesses and lusts as a young man, he knew of the many 

trials our youth face in the pilgrim’s walk and so he raises this important question. How shall a 

young man cleanse his way? It is a question when answered is also the answer for any member 

regardless of age. 

 

The holy writer in this passage is adding another aspect to that which we have been taught in the 

first section of this psalm and that is that the seeking of God according to His law is the same for 

all God’s children no matter the age. The strength of a young person’s body, the flexibility and 

ability of the youth to think clearly and to reason, the exuberance of youth—all of these—cannot 

prevail in the battle of faith except it be kept in the true liberty of the law. As covenant youth we 

also can cleanse our ways and turn from sin and darkness only if we take heed to our whole way 

according to the precious life giving word that God has given us in the Scripture and which He 

proclaims unto us in church and teaches us in catechism, etc. 

 

The true children of God in youth also look to God’s testimonies for their strength and wisdom!  

 

Sing Psalter 322:1-2. 

 

November 7 Read Psalm 119:9-16; II Corinthians 5 
 

As kept by the Word of Christ and as we are in Christ we may say already as covenant youth as 

well as aged saints, “with my whole heart have I sought thee.” In principle even small children 

may utter this prayer. The reason is that God has loved us and He has sent His Son to walk in 

obedience to His law on our behalf. He has covered our iniquity by His loving obedient sacrifice 
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on the cross, and He has been raised to God’s right hand now to rule in our hearts by His Spirit 

and Word. We are made new creatures, as the apostle states in II Corinthians 5:15ff. And in 

principle we begin now to serve God according to all of His commandments. Further he may say 

that God’s precious Word has been hidden in his heart that he might not sin against the covenant 

God. 

 

This of course is our only defense in the battle against sin and Satan. We must hide the Word of 

God in our hearts. That is, it must rule our lives as all our actions flow from our hearts. When 

directed by the new man in us, we shall not sin against God but love and serve him as faithful 

children. The Scripture must bind our lives in all that we do. However, the Psalmist also knows 

your weakness and mine as well as his own, and he prays and we must with him constantly pray, 

O let me not wander from thy commandments. For by nature all we would do is wander from the 

ways of God, and it is only as we are kept by Him that we shall walk rightly as His people.  

 

Sing Psalter 322 3-4. 

 

November 8 Read Psalm 119:9-16;  Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

As the Psalmist led us in the word we considered yesterday, the fact that we may pray should and 

does give us cause to sing the praises of our God. Indeed we declare, “Blessed art Thou O 

Jehovah.” We give our praise to God when we are kept in the paths of righteousness, for there is 

nothing within ourselves in which to boast. After all it is alone by grace we are saved through 

faith and that not of ourselves, lest we boast as the apostle declares in Ephesians 2. Rather we 

find whether we are the youth or the older members in the congregation that all that we are we 

owe to God. 

 

Therefore we with the prophet will with our lips declare the judgments of God’s mouth. We will 

be ready to testify of the truth and to be witnesses of that truth to others around us. We must do 

this within the fellowship of the church and without, for we are so full of the blessedness of our 

God that keeps us in His way to save us that we must declare His glory and the glory of His 

grace. 

 

So we shall rejoice in the way of His testimonies, we will not complain of them which the world 

is so prone to do, nor will we try to escape their testimony, but we will find His Word more 

precious than any riches this world has to offer. To meditate upon God’s precepts is precious for 

us, to study them is our delight, and to have respect unto them in our way is comfort and peace. 

May that be true for us so that we forget not His Word.  

 

Sing Psalter 383. 

 

November 9 Read Psalm 119:17-24 
 

We enter another new section of this Psalm and the writer adds a new element once again to this 

Psalm which calls us to the faithful keeping of God’s commandments. But first he does what we 

must forever do. He considers his own weakness and inability to serve God according to this 

Word of himself. We are taught the need for true humility as we would serve God and enjoy His 
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fellowship. The writer prays, as we must, to deal bountifully with him as the servant of God. We 

must remember that that is all we are and it is our privilege to be Jehovah’s servants. We have the 

calling to serve God in all of this life. When we forget this and think that all things in this life 

must serve us and our fancies, then we will not serve God as our Lord. It is necessary for us to 

see ourselves as servants in all that we do, and in all of our relationships with others as well. We 

are the servants of God by His grace and according to His counsel. 

 

Only if the Lord deals bountifully with us shall we serve Him as we ought. We need His grace in 

full measure for if there is anything left to us we shall fail to serve Him and know His blessings. 

So it is a prayer for a full measure of grace in Christ that we may live, for there is life only by 

His grace in Christ. Now only as we receive that grace shall we keep His word. We continue our 

prayer with open eyes, which by nature are closed in sin, so that we may behold the wondrous 

things of God’s word and testimonies, and law. May God so grant this.   

 

Sing Psalter 324 1-2. 

 

November 10 Read Psalm 119:17-24; I Peter 2 
 

Now we consider some of the new elements that are added in this section. First the writer speaks 

of the fact that as God’s people we are strangers in the earth. This is the experience of David in 

his life. Not only were the worldly people the enemies of David and he was a stranger in this 

earth, but even within Israel and within his own family he was a stranger to some. The child of 

God finds that as the life of Christ abides in him he indeed becomes a stranger to this world and a 

stranger in this world. This is a point that Peter makes in his writings. We see this in I Peter 

1:1already when he address the church as strangers, and in I Peter 2:11 calling us pilgrims and 

strangers on the earth. Our abiding place is not here but we are citizens of another country, an 

heavenly country, that we shall enter by grace. But for this to happen we must see, know and 

learn the commandments of God and thus the prayer, “hide them not from us.” It is God alone by 

His Spirit and Word that can reveal them unto us. 

 

This weighs heavily upon David’s soul and also upon our souls. We are nearly crushed by the 

weight of our longing for the judgments of God’s word. Especially is this true for us as we seek 

to walk according to that word as servants of God, and in the light of the threefold enemy that 

opposes this life of the child of God. This heaviness is caused, as we have implied, also by the 

enemies of God. The Psalmist mentions the reproach and contempt that is heaped upon him by 

those about because of his faithfulness to the Word. He mentions even the princes of the land that 

did not sit and speak with him but against him as he served God according to His word. We, too, 

shall find this when we walk according to the commandments of God. So again we pray to God 

to remove that from us in the measure that is pleasing to Him. Our delight must be and is in 

Jehovah’s precious word.  

 

Sing Psalter 324:3-4. 

 

November 11 Read Psalm 119:25-32; Psalm 73 
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The writer now reflects more thoroughly on his personal life as a child of God. He expresses 

what we all experience from time to time. We almost become depressed with our life as we strive 

to serve God as His servants. Asaph also expressed a similar experience when he looked at his 

life as God’s child and the way of the wicked. He contrasted all that the wicked seemingly had 

and his own portion as he served God, and said that his feet had well nigh slipped (Psalm 73). 

We too can get the feeling that everything and everybody is against us. Even when we do the 

right things it still seems that all we obtain is grief. Sometimes we may even come to the point of 

despondence that Elijah experienced and feel as though this life has no place for us. But that 

would be sin, terrible sin as the Psalmist continues to point out to us. He calls upon God in his 

lowliness, his soul cleaveth to the dust, to be quickened according to Jehovah’s word. We turn to 

God and seek His quickening grace. This alone shall sustain us in this pilgrim’s pathway. 

 

David knows that God hears this prayer. He expresses it when he says, “I have declared my 

ways.” He has brought his needs before God, and he states with confidence of faith that God 

hears him. This is his life-giving word of truth. Further he prays that he shall be made to 

understand the way of those precepts or truths. Oh how we need to pray this and we shall also 

then talk of the wondrous works of our God that saves us in Christ.  

 

Sing Psalter 325:1-2. 

 

November 12 Read Psalm 119:25-32 
 

It is not only that the enemies of God outside ourselves cause us to be heavy hearted, but the 

Psalmist realizes that much of our heaviness is caused by our own sin. “My soul melteth for 

heaviness,” says the Psalmist and then calls upon His God to remove from him the way of lying. 

Only when we are delivered from the lie and from our own lying shall we be able to be lifted up 

in our spirit. Young people, you also know this, that when you try to cover your sin by lying how 

miserable you are. This is our personal experience. We sin and either deny it to ourselves or to 

others and we cannot have peace. Further it destroys our fellowship with God and with our 

fellow saints, whether that be parent, teacher, minister, wife or husband. Lying would destroy our 

souls. The Psalmist prays, and we must pray, “Remove from me the way of lying: and grant me 

thy law graciously.” 

 

It is only in the grace of God that we shall seek the truth and walk in it. We are not deserving of 

being delivered from the lie, darkness and destruction, but in grace we have hope even of eternal 

life. As we receive that grace we too may say we have chosen the way of truth. We find our 

delight in the law of God. The judgments of God are precious to us. We have cleaved to the 

testimonies of our Jehovah, Who loves us for Christ’s sake even from eternity. 

 

Thus we have joy even as we pass through this life and know that we shall not be put to shame. 

But we will run through the paths of this life in the way of God’s commandments as He enlarges 

our heart and makes us clean. 

 

May you be so comforted and assured, delivered from your heaviness, in the precious way of 

God’s forgiveness in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Sing Psalter 325:3-4. 

 

November 13 Read Psalm 119:33-40; Psalm 1 
 

The holy writer now turns our attention to the only basis for our requests and our obedience to 

God’s Word. As David we must turn to God alone for the grace to serve Him according to His 

Word. 

 

It is rather amazing in this day in which almost all churches are willing to throw away the 

sovereignty of God in salvation, in stark and absolute contradiction to the Scriptures. The writer 

makes it clear that it is only if God works in us that we shall ever seek Him and our salvation in 

His Word. The truth that you believe, covenant youth, is soundly the Scripture’s teaching. Be not 

ashamed of it. 

 

The Psalmist says that when God teaches, when He gives understanding and when He makes us 

go in the path of His commandments, then we shall observe His law and observe it with our all 

heart. In this path we shall find delight. Understand that, apart from this path, outside of God’s 

law there is no delight but only misery, the misery of sin and death. May God work in our hearts 

by His Word and Spirit that we may have delight in all our ways. 

 

Sing Psalter 326:1, 2. 

 

November 14 Read Psalm 119:33-40 
 

We hear David continue to implore God as we must, “incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and 

not to covetousness.” David knows our weakness and our natural inclination. First we are 

naturally dead in sin and trespass. Only if we are delivered from this state shall we ever have life. 

We pray for God’s gracious salvation and look to Him alone for it in Christ. Only the new heart 

of the new man in Christ can enable us to observe his ways and be blessed in the delight of God’s 

fellowship. 

 

Secondly, not only must our hearts be made new by the Spirit of Christ on the basis of His 

righteousness, but also our life must be quickened, that conscious activity that arises from that 

renewed heart. Thus the writer prays for the quickening work of God in us in our way. It is the 

prayer for the life of faith. Oh, how necessary is this prayer, for apart from it there is only 

hopelessness and despair. 

 

We also are led to pray to be delivered from that which would keep us from being comforted and 

strengthened by God. Deliver us from covetousness, which would always cause us to be selfish 

and desire the things which would give us worldly comfort and joy. When we become concerned 

only for this worldly life and its things we will not serve God nor taste His delights. We pray, 

“Turn our eyes from beholding vanity.” Vanity is emptiness. Think of that when you are 

primping to meet your friends, or are putting on a false front. Such a way is empty and leads to 

destruction. Seek rather to be rich in Christ and pray for quickening and cleansing. 

 

Sing Psalter 326:3, 4. 
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November 15 Read Psalm 119:33-40; Rom. 8:28-30 
 

We and the psalmist walk in a godly fear and would not do anything that would be displeasing to 

God. This is the principle of new life working in our hearts that leads us so to pray. Further we 

understand that God’s judgments are good. It is stated in Romans 8:28 somewhat differently yet 

with the same understanding. We say, “All things work together for good to them that love God, 

who are the called according to His purpose.” 

 

There are no exceptions to these statements of truth. And as children of God we must confess 

this, and live in the consciousness of this truth. We therefore long for the precepts, the truths of 

the Scripture which lead us in the life of thanksgiving and in the way of salvation. This must 

guide us as young or old. It is the way of true peace and comfort throughout our lives. There is 

then pressed from our lips at the conclusion of this section of the Psalm the cry, “quicken me in 

thy righteousness.” This is a righteousness that has its source in God and is ours in Christ and 

becomes our precious possession by the power of the Spirit. Blessed God of our salvation! 

 

Sing Psalter 327:1, 2. 

 

November 16 Read Psalm 119:41-56; John 8:12-27 
 

The child of God often finds when he walks by grace in the way of God’s law that he is the 

object of the reproach of God’s enemies. David experienced this as does the faithful child of God 

in our day. The wicked hate God and hate His people, even as our Lord Jesus Christ experienced. 

Christ could as well pray this prayer and did. He also taught us that if the world hates him it shall 

also surely hate us as we would walk in the truth as His disciples (John 8). Thus it is necessary 

that we call upon God for strength and grace to bear and to be delivered from this reproach. 

 

Of ourselves we are not worthy to be delivered from the reproach of man. That is why David, 

and we with him, must call upon God to have mercy upon us. We ask that God save us. David 

addresses our God by His covenant name in our text, “O Jehovah.” He pleads for Father’s mercy, 

that He remember His covenant with him as the ever faithful covenant God. He rests in the 

promises of Jehovah as we must. Then we must understand that we rest in God’s faithfulness and 

not in our own. Then we may have assurance that he will also deliver us from those that reproach 

us as we trust in our Lord. 

 

We must not and do not have to deny God’s word to have a place in this world. God will give us 

that which we need to answer those that reproach us. The answer principally is that God is our 

Savior in Whom we trust, and we need not be afraid. Our hope shall forever be in God’s 

judgments. May we also say in confidence that we shall keep His law continually, in all of our 

ways and life, even forever. 

 

Sing Psalter 327:3, 4. 

 

November 17 Read Psalm 119:45-48 
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Receiving the mercies of the faithful covenant God whereby we are given an answer to those 

who reproach us, the child of God has the assurance that all is well. We are at liberty walking 

according to the Word. This is true liberty. Within the boundary of the law we are free, like a fish 

within the safe confines of his fish bowl. If the fish jumps out it is in jeopardy of losing its life. 

But within the bowl it has liberty to eat, drink, move and live. So it is for us within the blessed 

confines of God’s word, outside of which there is no hope or life. 

 

But also then we are bold in the Lord. We will speak of God’s testimonies and of His Word even 

before the powers that be in the midst of this world. We will be faithful witnesses of that truth in 

the midst of the world. How could it be otherwise when we have the joy of living in the blessed 

liberty of the Word, in the blessed riches of God’s grace. We will give thanks unto our God, 

especially by meditating in the statutes of our God. How precious it is to study the Scripture. It 

gives us strength and peace for each day as it testifies of God’s faithfulness to us in Christ. 

 

Sing Psalter 147. 

 

November 18 Read Psalm 119:49-56; I Peter 2:1-10 
 

Do we do what the Psalmist does in this section? He rehearses the comfort and blessing of 

resting in the Word of the Lord, and in the great gift that he has received of grace only in 

receiving that Word from God. Do we rejoice in the instruction God gives us in catechism? We 

have learned more of the truth as covenant youth than many aged saints in this present world. We 

have not deserved this rich heritage that God has kept alive in our midst, but by grace we have 

had instruction that is more precious than any man has received from kings or professors. Are we 

thankful for the precious gospel that is preached unto us every Sunday by faithful ministers of 

the Word? We receive from Sabbath to Sabbath a richness of the truth of Scripture that hardly 

anyone else receives. 

 

That Word causes us to hope and trust in all our ways in the blessedness of our God. For it 

reveals to us that in Christ our sin is covered and we are made heirs of his righteousness. In 

affliction we have peace with God, being quickened by the Word. Shall we then decline from the 

law of God? We cannot. It is life unto us. 

 

Sing Psalter 74. 

 

November 19 Read Psalm 119:49-56 
 

Now even when the proud has the child of God in derision, and makes mockery of his faith he 

does not depart from the ways of God. Remember that when your friends make fun of your faith. 

Even when horror has taken hold upon us because of the strength of the enemy, especially by 

those that have known the truth but are turned against us, we shall not be afraid. We have the 

statutes of God for our songs as we pass through this life. 

 

How true this is throughout history in the literal sense of the word. The martyrs of the past could 

go to the stake singing the songs of Zion. Already Paul did this in prison in the midst of the night. 
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The martyrs that died at the hands of the Roman emperors did this also. So it was throughout the 

history of the church. 

 

 Further these same songs we sing in this house of our pilgrimage remind us of the faithfulness of 

our God to His covenant promise. We remember the judgments of old and Jehovah’s faithfulness 

to deliver His people. This strengthens us as we remember we are but pilgrims in this life, with a 

heavenly goal. 

 

How precious it is to learn and to sing the blessed Psalms of Zion. 

 

Sing Psalter 221. 

 

November 20 Read Psalm 119:57-64; Rom. 8:29ff. 
 

The Psalmist knows that Jehovah is his portion and so do we by the grace of God. That Jehovah 

is our portion means that He governs and determines all things that take place in our lives. We 

are His people, and are loved in Christ. We must say with the apostle Paul, in Romans 8:31-33, 

that if God be for us who can be against us. He has given His Son to die on the cross to save us, 

surely He shall provide us all things necessary for life and death. 

 

The writer again rehearses the goodness of God’s grace and the fruit of that grace in his life, 

namely that he would keep God’s word, and turn his feet to God’s testimonies, and forget not 

God’s law. We must follow in these same paths, and will have the ability, by grace. 

 

Further we are reminded by the writer that we are not alone, although at times it may seem that 

way. Even Elijah thought he was the only one left that believed in God, when there were yet 

seven thousand who had not bowed their knee to Baal. By the gracious care of God and in His 

mercy we are companions of all that fear the Lord. The mercies of God are plentiful in this earth 

towards us for Christ’s sake. 

 

Sing Psalter 328. 

 

November 21 Read Psalm 119:65-72 
 

David now gives account of his need to grow in knowledge and judgment. We never grow too 

old to have this need. Nor do we ever learn so much that we no longer need to grow in 

knowledge. The writer understands that it is only Jehovah Who can teach him what he needs to 

know. 

 

He has been taught this by God in very clear and sometimes harsh ways. We are really hard-

headed people. Further, we are by nature sinners, have sinned and do too often sin. When we sin, 

we do not use good judgment nor do we walk with the wise but with the foolish. 

 

And most of us must say with David before we were afflicted we went astray. But God is 

gracious and He chastens, brings to repentance and leads us to keep and believe in His Word. 

Then may we daily pray that God, for Christ sake, may teach us His statutes. 
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Sing Psalter 329:1, 2. 

 

November 22 Read Psalm 119:65-72; Psalm 73:1-17 
 

As God tries us and gives us grace to bear the trials, and leads us to keep His commandments, we 

too will find that the wicked hate us as stated before. The writer tells us that they forge lies 

against him. This we find in our lives quite often, that those who stand against God and do hate 

His people will craftily make lies about the righteous in Christ. They often have the pretense of 

being so pure, yet their attack is vicious in the attempt of Satan to destroy one of God’s elect. 

Yet we are prepared by God, prepared by the afflictions that He has sent us, so that we may say 

that it was good to be afflicted. Through this life of affliction we learn God’s law and His Word 

as it shall provide for us a defense against the enemies of God. 

 

And although the wicked’s heart stands out in fatness and he has more than heart could desire, 

yet we understand that the law of God is a law of true liberty and is better than thousands in gold 

and silver. Our trials serve our everlasting life in glory through Jesus Christ. 

 

Sing Psalter 329:3, 4. 

 

November 23 Read Psalm 119:73-80; Eph. 1:1-8 
 

In this section once again we see the Psalmist giving reasons unto God for His care over him. 

This may seem strange until we notice that he calls upon God to care for him on the basis of 

God’s faithfulness and His work. David says that it is God Who has made and fashioned him. 

This acknowledges that all that we are we owe to God. From eternity God has called us in Christ 

that we might be holy and without blame as the apostle states in Ephesians 1. And as God has 

called us surely He that hath begun a good work in us shall perform it until the day of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

It is no wonder that as the Word of God lives in our hearts that other children of God, who fear 

Him will be glad when they see us. God’s children have delight in the fellowship of the body of 

Christ. Indeed, we are glad to see other children of God who walk in the fear of Jehovah. 

The proud who see themselves as much, let them indeed be ashamed, brought down from their 

evil ways, and those that fear the Lord may they turn unto us. Our hope together and our comfort 

is to be found in the ways of God. Jesus was always comforted as He served God and so shall we 

who are covered by His obedience. 

 

Sing Psalter 330. 

 

November 24 Read Psalm 119:81-88 
 

There are times in the life of God’s people when we become weary of the battle of faith. There 

are times when we become almost despondent and think that God has left us, times when it 

seems as though there is no end to suffering and times when it almost seems that God does not 

hear when we call upon His name. 
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The holy writer expresses this in the present section of the Psalm, his soul fainteth for God’s 

salvation, and his eyes fail for God’s Word to come to fruition. It seems as though we are like a 

bottle in the smoke that is completely clouded over with the soot. It seems as though there is no 

way left to traverse in the midst of this earthly path. 

 

We know that there is salvation. We know the Word of God and yet it seems as though there is 

nothing but darkness around us. We may cry out, Have we not endured enough? How many are 

the days, O Lord? The Psalmist expresses that he was so pressed upon. The wicked persecute 

him wrongfully (often the portion of God’s elect). It seems as though they almost consume us 

upon this earth. 

 

By grace David and we may say that, nevertheless, we still keep God’s ways and forsake not 

God’s precepts. Our prayer must be: Quicken us after Thy lovingkindness so that we may 

continue this walk as His children. 

 

Sing Psalter 331. 

 

November 25 Read Psalm 119:89-96; Psalm 33:9-12 
 

Our assurance is in the consideration of our God Who is our Father in Christ Jesus our Lord. This 

is the emphasis of the words of this section. The Psalmist recounts according to the Word the 

truth of Who God is and Who He is with respect to us. 

 

In the first place God is sovereign over all things. He is God and God alone. He has made the 

heavens and the earth. His word is settled in heaven; it cannot be changed. He has established the 

earth by His Word, “For he spake, and it was [done]; he commanded, and it stood fast,” Psalm 

33:9. His counsel stands forever. It is His God that has established the earth according to His 

purpose. That purpose is to glorify Himself in the saving of a church in Christ. Thus the apostle 

may say with confidence, even though all things may point otherwise, that God’s faithfulness is 

unto all generations. We know this even in a greater way for we have seen God’s Son come in 

our flesh to die upon the cross to satisfy God’s judgments that we may become children of 

adoption and be saved. 

 

God’s ordinances still govern all things. His Word and testimony plainly teach this. He is our 

Father for Christ’s sake. 

 

Sing Psalter 86. 

 

November 26 Read Psalm 119:89-96 
 

We take a few moments in this section to consider the words of the writer when he says that God 

has established the earth and it abideth, and then says, “They continue this day according to thine 

ordinances.” The word “they” really refers not only to the earth, but all that it contains. This is 

not what the world believed in David’s day or believes in our day. The world of man believes in 

evolution, not in perfect direction according to a perfect purpose of a living God. But clearly the 
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Psalmist finds much comfort in the truth that all things, even the enemies of God, are governed 

by the ordinances of Jehovah. 

 

They are all God’s servants whether this refers to the stars and moons of heaven, the angels of 

darkness, the wicked kings of this earth, or the enemies of the truth in the church. It is true that 

the true servants of God in the midst of this earth are also directed according to the perfect 

purpose of God to save His church in Christ unto His glory. 

 

So the writer is comforted and strengthened to know that it is because all things are the servants 

of God and that this testimony is David’s delight he does not perish, but is strengthened to 

continue in the paths of God, forgetting not His precepts and understanding that he is God’s. The 

Father cares for us even when the wicked wait to destroy us. The end is perfection of God’s 

ways—salvation for His children. 

 

Sing Psalter 332. 

 

November 27 Read Psalm 119:97-104; Ephesians 6 
 

It may seem as though some of these sections of Psalm 119 seem to repeat, however there is 

always something new and we also have this in the present section. The Psalmist very personally 

speaks now of the preciousness of the law to his personal life. He has stated the wonder of the 

law. Now he especially emphasizes its necessity for his life as God’s child. He also explains how 

precious and how important it is to his very being as God’s child. 

 

We also must see this. Do we cry out, “O how love I thy law?” It is indeed necessary to have this 

love for God’s law as His child. It is the Word of life to us. It strengthens us in the battle of faith 

and it directs us in that battle. It equips us as the apostle also states in Ephesians six. It is our 

armament in the battle. 

 

Remember this, young people, especially when your catechism lessons require you to learn 

portions of God’s word. Look at it as a privilege to study the word and to look up all the 

references for a particular lesson. Then when you are an aged saint in this pilgrim’s pathway you 

will be equipped to carry on in the walk of faith. 

 

Sing Psalter 333:1, 2. 

 

November 28 Read Psalm 119:97-104 
 

No wonder the Word is our meditation day and night. It leads us in the safe way in all situations. 

The psalmist mentions his enemies that are ever with him. They were of the nations about Israel, 

they were also of his own family, and of course we always carry the enemy of our flesh with us. 

However, that word that lives in our hearts by God’s grace makes us wiser than any enemy. For it 

is the word of our God Who knows exactly what we have need of in this pilgrims journey. Even 

our Lord Jesus Christ relied upon that word when confronted with the temptations of Satan, 

saying in answer to the temptations, “it is written.” The law-word is the sword whereby He also 
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fought the battle of faith on our behalf. Surely if Christ relied upon that law in His battle, we who 

are weak and sinners can only stand upon its basis and strength. 

 

The truth of the Scriptures makes us wiser than any earthly teacher and it is a word that is 

without error as it would direct us in our paths. Indeed how sweet are God’s words unto our taste. 

 

Sing Psalter 333:3, 4. 

 

November 29 Read Psalm 119:105-112; John 1:1-14 
 

The word is sweet unto our taste because it is a lamp unto our feet and a light upon this pathway 

we tread. It is significant that we read of the Word as a light. It implies the necessity for a light 

for a lamp. The reason is that you and I are surrounded by darkness, and apart from Christ, the 

Word of God, there is only darkness. This world with all of its inhabitants was plunged into 

darkness by the sin of our natural head Adam, so that all is darkness in this world of man. We are 

totally depraved as a result of the fall and unless light dispels that darkness we can only know 

destruction. 

 

Besides this all we can do of ourselves is add to the darkness. That is all natural man can 

accomplish. Sin begets sin begets more sin. It is necessary that we have light to dispel this 

darkness. It is a light that cannot then arise from fallen man, yet the living God came in our flesh 

to dispel the darkness for us. In Him was light. His life is the light of men. That is the one Who is 

the Word and light unto the church (John 1:1-4). 

 

The Word that became flesh gives us the Scripture from beginning to end and it leads us in the 

midst of darkness to stand and not stumble. 

 

Sing Psalter 334:1, 2. 

 

November 30 Read Psalm 119:105-112; I Pet. 2:1-10 
 

The light of the Word is like the light in a completely dark room. If that room is filled with chairs 

and tables placed in all new places and we try to walk through it or find a pathway that is safe to 

pass, it is impossible and we will stumble and fall. But if we have a powerful flashlight we can 

easily find the path and safely gain the other side. So the Word reveals the dangers of this life 

unto us, and keeps us from stumbling into the paths of sin. What a blessed testimony that God 

gives to us. He leads us by the light of the Son from darkness into His marvelous light, the light 

of His eternal fellowship. 

 

The testimony of the blessed care of the Word given the writer is given in the light of the fact 

that he must pass and has passed a difficult way. He knows that it is alone the grace of God 

extended unto him and manifest in the Word that enables him to safely pass through this life. He 

repeatedly therefore, calls upon His God to teach him God’s judgments and to keep him faithful 

to remember the law. Now because it is of grace alone that the psalmist shall walk in the law, he 

is led to render all praise unto Him. He beseeches God to accept the free-will offerings of 
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thanksgiving that he brings by grace before God, and says that the testimonies of God are the 

rejoicing of his heart. May we find it so? 

 

Sing Psalter 334:3, 4. 
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