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It seems that in their life men and women throughout time have felt a strong compulsion 

to leave their mark on, as well as in the world around them. To leave some type of testimony in 

his or her wake that will attest to their existence at one point or another in history. Probably we 

could point to the tower of Babel as one of the first manifestations of this. Genesis 11:4 tells us; 

“And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and 

let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” And that 

same story has repeated itself throughout history with the Pharaohs of Egypt and their pyramids 

and great cities, Nebuchadnezzer and his hanging gardens, Alexander the Great and his mighty 

conquests just to name a few. Today we have libraries, hospitals, museums, and sports arenas 

prominently bearing the names of famous men and women. All too often these are a vain attempt 

to establish a name in the earth for today, and especially for tomorrow. In one way or another 

these are determined to extend their lives and names beyond the grave, leaving behind a 

permanent mark of their existence. And it seems to succeed. Who today doesn’t know of the 

Pharaohs or Alexander the Great or who in Michigan at the least doesn’t know the name 

VanAndel or DeVos? Truly these men and women have done wonderful things and have 

contributed much to humanity. Of that there is no doubt. But the question can be asked, for what 

purpose? To what end do they do these things? Certainly we are able to speculate based on their 

overall lives and values but in reality we must leave this question to God and their own 

consciences. 

We can and must however pose these same questions to ourselves. What memorials will I 

leave along the pathway of my life? What will my friends, my children and grandchildren see 

when they look at the life I have lived? What will be the legacy that I leave behind? Assuming 

those memorials have been left; and they have I assure you, what was the purpose and 

motivation in doing so? In order to answer these questions however we must understand what 

these memorials are as well as the proper motivation by which we are driven to erect them. 

The memorials that we leave will certainly vary in number and in type, just as each 

individual varies from others. They will invariably be the result of our triumphs and failures, our 

victories and defeats. Often the great memorials we leave are made up of smaller memorials that 

are sometimes easier to miss. I have in mind the married life of a Christian man and woman. The 

great monument visible to all is the many happy years of marriage this couple has been blessed 

with and the great goodness the Lord has shown to them over that time. But when examined 

more closely we see many other things that do not immediately stand out. There are the children 

the Lord has given or perhaps taken away. There are the years of service to the church through 

the special offices by the man, the selfless love and devotion shown by the woman in her care of 

her husband and family, and even the incredible compassion shown in caring for each other when 

sick or building each other up in times of sorrow or hardship. There is the hour upon hour spent 

in quiet prayer or mutual study of the Word of God. So are many of the memorials in our lives. 

It is important to note here however that memorials are not strictly positive in nature. In 

other words, not every memorial we leave behind is good, though that must be our goal. A 

memorial by definition is simply something that serves to remind of certain events or persons. 

That being the case it is very easy for us, in fact I would say much easier, to leave negative rather 

than positive memorials. When a young person is seen walking into a theater, they leave a 
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memorial. When an individual is heard cursing and swearing, taking the Lord’s name in vain, 

they leave a memorial. A young man or woman, refusing to obey parents and walking in open 

rebellion to them, leaves a memorial. When a husband or wife verbally or physically abuses their 

spouse, they leave a memorial. So you see everything we do can be seen as a memorial. Any and 

all of our actions serve to identify to fellow believers as well as to the world around us, to whom 

our allegiance belongs and to whom we give glory when we raise our memorials. This is a 

sobering thought indeed when viewed in the light of scripture. In Psalm 62:12 we read, “Also 

unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work.” And 

in Revelation 22:12 an even sharper reminder from Jesus Christ himself; “And, Behold, I come 

quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” The 

sharpness in this verse is brought out in the following verses (14 and 15) where distinction is 

made between those who will enter the gates of the city and those who will not. “Blessed are 

they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 

through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and 

murderers, and idolaters, and whoseoever loveth and maketh a lie.” Again I would ask; what 

memorials do we leave in our lives? 

What then motivates us to leave memorials? And really the question should be what 

motivates us to leave good, God glorifying memorials? Is it the motivation of the families of the 

sons of Noah in the building up of Babel or is our purpose and humble goal that of the Israelites 

in the setting up of the memorial in Gilgal? 

Having just passed through the Jordan on dry ground, emerging on the western shore, one 

man chosen from each of the twelve tribes placed the stone that he had picked up from the 

middle of the river there on the shore in Gilgal. The reason the Lord commanded this is found in 

Joshua 4:6 and 7: “That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers 

in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones? Then ye shall answer them, That the 

waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it passed over 

Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the 

children of Israel for ever.” Notice that the Lord says, “when your children shall ask…” He 

doesn’t say if but shall! There is no question that they will ask. They will see this memorial and 

they will ask why it is there and what it means. Therefore too we must be ready to explain, to 

give advice, and to give wise counsel when these questions are asked. 

It is also critical for us to understand that these memorials cannot be hastily thrown up 

with a haphazard attitude only to continue on our way through life, at least if they are to be 

positive, God glorifying memorials. Again I will say that this must be our goal. These must be 

conscious acts of thankfulness on our part. You can be sure that Joshua did not haphazardly set 

up or lay out the stones at Gilgal. Certainly he did not take each of the twelve stones so carefully 

taken from the dry riverbed and throw them on a heap. If we look at verse 20 of Joshua 4 the 

word pitch is used. Even though this word can and does often refer to something being thrown 

(i.e. a ball) I believe the correct interpretation of it here is the setting of the stones in a firm 

position or to establish them. Remember, the children of these people that were now gathered 

around Joshua would ask their parents and elders what these stones meant in the years to come. 

In order for that to take place this memorial must needs be set up in such a way that it would last 

for many years, even for ever as seen in verse 7 of Joshua 4. 

By no means though were these stones a reminder simply of the experience of the Jordan 

crossing, though they were indeed that. Imagine if you will for a moment the excitement and 

conviction with which the story must surely have been told, over and over again. “What do these 
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stones mean?” How the Lord had brought on the Egyptians the Ten Plagues and thereby 

occasioned the exodus of the Israelites; the parting of the Red Sea and the cloud of smoke and 

fire by which God led Israel; the constant supply of manna and quail and the water from the rock 

by which God sustained Israel; the forty years of wandering in the wilderness. And finally that 

great deliverance wrought by God as he delivered his chosen people at last into the promised 

land. What an amazing and incredible memorial! Still more they were and still are today a 

memorial to the faithfulness of God to his people. Having traversed the difficult and often 

ravaging path of this life, finally brought to the brink of the promised land the child of God must 

walk headlong into this memorial. What a comfort to us as we stand on the brink of death to 

behold those stones on the far shore. 

What was the reason then for this memorial at Gilgal and why do we strive as Christians 

to set up positive memorials? We find the twofold answer to this question in the last verse of 

Joshua 4; “That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty: 

that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever.” 

First of all it serves as a witness to the world around of the might and greatness of the 

Lord. Be assured that the people inhabiting this area were well aware of what those stones in 

Gilgal represented. They were well acquainted with the history of this people and with the 

awesome power of their God. This is plain from Joshua 5:1 where we read; “And it came to pass, 

when all the kings of the Amorites which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings 

of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of Jordan 

from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was 

there spirit in them anymore, because of the children of Israel.” Not only were they aware of 

these things but “their heart melted!” This was not a melting to repentance of course but was that 

which God spoke of in Exodus 23:27. We read there; “I will send my fear before thee, and will 

destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their 

backs unto thee.” God make it so in our lives as well that the world around us may know of the 

power and might of our God by the memorials we have set up and that their hardened and cold 

hearts may be melted, even to repentance if it is His will. 

Secondly, these memorials serve as a source of comfort to the church as well as constant 

reminders to each of us of God’s goodness to us. Oh how the children of Israel needed this! How 

often they had witnessed and even had personal experience of God’s greatness and power only to 

run off after other gods and frolic in the fields of sin. We can often shake our heads in 

amazement as we consider this but we need only turn our eyes to ourselves to realize that we are 

no better. So also we are needful of those stones. We are needful of the reminders, even constant 

reminders of God’s wonder-working in our lives and our total dependence on Him. We need to 

hear the stories told again and again that we may be brought to our knees in the knowledge of 

our great need. 

It is not possible, however, for us to set up these positive memorials in and of ourselves. 

Not only does God graciously work in our lives giving occasion for those memorials but also by 

His grace and mercy He enables us to pick up the stones from the midst of Jordan and to pitch 

them in Gilgal. 

Do you see those stones in your own life and in the lives of others in the church? As you 

stand on the brink of the raging river, do your weary eyes come to rest on those grace-polished 

stones pitched on the far shore? If you are a child of God then the answer to this question is yes, 

only by the grace of God, wholly undeserved and unmerited, completely outside of your own 
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works and ability. Thanks be to God for these stones of grace, polished to a brilliance beyond 

compare, reflecting the beauty and omnipotence of our great God and Father in heaven. 
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