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January 1 Read I John 1:1-10 
 

As we begin another new year the three epistles of the apostle John make very instructive 

reading for the church of Jesus Christ. In chapter one of I John, John lays out the message that he 

will develop throughout this first epistle. That message is found summarized in verse three. John 

will make known to the church that which he heard firsthand from Christ Himself. Any 

fellowship that we have with each other is found in the fellowship that we have with the triune 

God. Is this the way we fellowshipped last evening? Was our fellowship with the world or with 

fellow believers? Can there be fellowship with the world? As another year begins and we draw 

ever nearer to the end of times, we need the true fellowship that only can be found with fellow 

saints in Christ. Let us look for that fellowship and prepare ourselves for those perilous last days. 

Sing Psalter 104:1-4. 

 

January 2 Read II John 
 

In this epistle we find how we must walk in that fellowship with each other in Christ. We must 

walk in love with each other. And to walk in love is to keep all of the commandments of God. 

This seems very simple, doesn't it? But yet when we consider the strife that we may have with 

each other, we find that they are caused by our not walking in God's commandments. We will 

hear or have heard these commandments read to us this morning. We need to consider them well 

and seek to walk in them. By doing this we will walk in love not only with God, which is the 

first great commandment ,but also with our fellow man, which is the second great 

commandment. Let us walk in God's commandments in order that we may walk in love with one 

another in the fellowship of the body of Christ. Sing Psalter 369. 

 

January 3 Read III John 
 

School starts again for many of us today. What report will come back to our parents? No matter 

if we are a student in grade school, high school or college, we must be a joy to our parents. And 

they will be most joyful when they hear that their covenant children are walking in the truth. 

What about this, children and young people, what will your parents hear about you? What will 

your elders and ministers hear about you? Will you seek to walk in the truth of the Word of God? 

This is your calling in school. This will be your calling in life. By God's grace you can obey that 

calling and bring joy to those who hear news about your walk. Sing Psalter 24. 

 

January 4 Read Jude 20-25 
 

After reading verse 24 and 25 what else can we say? Here we have the reason we believe in God. 

Here we have the reason why we trust Him with all our heart. We know what sinners we are. We 

know what our nature is. Here we have the blessed promise that not only will He keep us from 

falling, but He will also make us ready for the perfection to be found in heaven. To whom else 
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can we give glory, majesty, dominion, and power? Let us do that now and let us do that in the 

blessed world to come. Thanks be to God! Sing Psalter 197. 

 

January 5 Read Revelation 1:1-8 
 

In this final book of the canon of the Holy Scripture we come to a description of what will be 

ours in heaven. We do this through the eyes and ears of the apostle John. John is lead through 

this vision by various heavenly beings. But the vision starts with Christ and ends with Christ. 

Jesus Christ was the focal point of the message of the apostle. That was the gospel which was 

entrusted to them. Jesus Christ must be the focal point of any gospel that we hear today. Is this 

what you hear from your pulpit? Is it the Jesus Christ of the Scriptures? Let us wait the day of 

His coming when we will all be gathered in heaven before the throne of God. Let us do this by 

focusing ourselves on heaven and not on this earth below. And let us do this through Christ. Sing 

Psalter 28. 

 

January 6 Read Revelation 22:13-21 
 

Having completed a journey through each book of the Bible over the past few months, it is good 

that we end with the words of our reading for today. Here we have words of promise and 

warning. We have the promise that what we have read will bring us eternal joy. And we have the 

warning that we must not add to or take away from this book. People of God, what is your belief 

concerning the Bible? Do you believe that it is the Word of God? Do you believe that it is the 

complete Word of God? Are you tempted to change or leave out part of it? If you are, then you 

must tremble before the warnings found here. The Bible is the Word of God. Believe that, people 

of God, and wait patiently for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Sing Psalter 333. 

 

January 7 Read Psalm 19:1-6 
 

Psalm 19 is both a comforting and instructive chapter of Scripture. First of all, we see the two 

ways in which God reveals Himself to His people. Secondly, we see the need for us to go to God 

in prayer in response to His revelation to us. The first part of the Psalm deals with His revelation 

to us in His creation. Can we not marvel at the greatness of the creation? Are we satisfied by 

being cooped us inside four walls not venturing out to enjoy the creation and marvel at its 

Creator? People of God, look at creation. Walk under the night sky. Climb the majestic 

mountains. Marvel in the prairies. Be instructed by the crashing oceans. God shows Himself to 

us in this. Let us learn from Him about Him. Sing Psalter 37. 

 

January 8 Read Hebrews 11:1-6 
 

When we begin to study creation we must begin with faith. We must learn what faith is and then 

what it says to us about the creation of all things. The writer of the Hebrews began there because 

God began there. Through the wonder of faith we have no problems with creation. Evolution 

does not tempt us. We see no contradictions in the world around us. We can believe that God is 

God, that He has made all things of nothing in six twenty-four hour days, and we can please Him 

in this belief. Scripture is replete with instruction about creation. Let us learn what Scripture 

teaches and let us appropriate it by faith. Sing Psalter 8. 
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January 9 Read John 1:1-6 
 

On the first day of creation God created light. This is not so strange. Light is necessary for all 

living things to have life. Life is light. It is also not so strange because in creating light, God 

teaches us about Himself and His Son. God is light and in Him is no darkness. Even as the light 

of the sun sustains life on this earth God who is light sustains His church by His light. Christ is 

the light of the world we are taught in Scripture. Because He shines, we can shine too. In the new 

creation Christ will be the only light needed. All others are only dim glimpses of the glory and 

life that is to come. Sing Psalter 71:1, 4, and 5. 

 

January 10 Read Job 37:15-25 
 

To a little child the world is immense. But even to those of us who have seen a few years, can we 

say anything else? Can we measure the immensity that we call the sky? What a power God 

exhibited on the second day when He stretched the waters and created the firmament! We can 

still see that today. What a difference there is between the heavens above and the waters below. 

All of this was made by an all-powerful God. Look into the heavens, people of God, and learn of 

our great God. Sing Psalter 39. 

 

January 11 Read Isaiah 55:6-13 
 

Here in the northern hemisphere winter is upon many of us. We look outside and see little green. 

But we can think back over last year or look ahead to next spring and summer. We can consider 

the lily as Christ taught us to do. We can have our breath taken away by the tremendous 

redwoods, oaks, or other large trees. These plants were created on the third day of creation. They 

were created to give glory to God. They did this at creation and they still do that today. Those of 

us who work with plants daily cannot help but be amazed at how they reflect the Creator. We can 

see His glory in the beautiful flowers. We can see His goodness in the fruit that they provide for 

us. Our text for today indicates for us that plants will also serve to glorify God the creator for all 

eternity. Let us see how great our creator is as we consider the plant kingdom. Sing Psalter 

286:1-2. 

 

January 12 Read Psalm 136:1-9 
 

On the fourth day of creation our God created light bearers for the light that He created on the 

first day. He gave to us the life-giving sun that is a picture of His life-giving Son. He created the 

moon and stars that show to us His glory each clear night. There is much for us to learn in the 

night sky, people of God. No, we do not pretend to tell the future by the stars as civilizations did 

years ago and still do today. We see God's glory whether it be found in the life-giving sun or the 

bearers of heavenly glory-the moon and stars. Each path of each heavenly body has been 

ordained by the Creator. This is by no means an accident. This is the power of God that shows 

forth His glory. Sing Psalter 378. 

 

January 13 Read Psalm 104:24-30 
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On the fifth day of creation God called out of the waters the fish and the fowl. We can learn from 

these fantastic creatures just as we can from the other creations of God. First of all consider the 

birds. Do we not see the grandeur of God as we watch the majestic eagle soar and glide through 

the air? Do we not see the care God has for us even as we see how many birds, including those 

majestic eagles, care for their young? We can see how God has suited them for their place on this 

earth just as He has suited us for our places on this earth. We learn that true freedom to obey God 

is the same whether it is obeying God spiritual laws as we must do or the law for the fish and 

fowl. They must live in the water and air even as we must live in the sphere of God's law. 

Consider these creatures and see how wonderful God is. Sing Psalter 229:1-3. 

 

January 14 Read Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

God finished His work of creation on the sixth day. We will take two days to consider this day of 

creation. First on this day, God created the land animals. Notice their diversity. Notice their 

beauty, and power. As we look at the various creatures found on this earth we see something of 

our God. We see the power of the king of the beast-the lion and we are reminded of Jesus-the 

lion of the tribe of Judah. We see the meekness of the lamb and we remember that that same 

Jesus was taken to the cross as a lamb to the shearer. Can we not see the beauty in the running 

antelope or cheetah? Each animal shows as a little bit of God. Each animal was created to glorify 

the creator. Once again we see that all creation tells the glory of God. Sing Psalter 286:4-6. 

 

January 15 Read Psalm 8 
 

Besides the land animals God created the crown of His creation on the sixth day. God created 

man. Psalm 8 shows us what man is like as created by God. The creation was finished but it 

needed a king. That king was man. That king was Adam. In Adam all men find their beginning. 

In Adam we find our calling to glorify God in the creation. Adam did not evolve over many years 

from an ape. God breathed into Adam the breath of life and he lived. This all happened in one 

day. When man was created, God was finished. He created us to rule over that creation. He 

created us to use that creation to His glory. Let us remember why we are created and carry out 

our calling to glorify God. Sing Psalter 14:4-7. 

 

January 16 Read Isaiah 58:8-14 
 

On the seventh day God rested. As we read in the fourth commandment that is the basis for us to 

rest on the Sabbath. In the Old Testament age the Sabbath was on the seventh day; in the New 

Testament age because of Christ's resurrection the Sabbath is on the first day of the week. But the 

calling for us has not changed. We are to hallow the Sabbath day, rest from our daily labors, and 

worship the Creator of the heavens and earth. God's work was done on six day, and ours must be 

also finished in six days. This ordinance of creation still stands. Let us obey this ordinance today 

and every Sabbath until we are delivered to the eternal Sabbath in heaven. Sing Psalter 251. 

 

January 17 Read Psalm 19:7-14 
 

The second part of Psalm 19 deals with the second way in which God reveals Himself to us. As 

we confess in the Belgic Confession, He reveals to us in His Word as it is given to us in the 
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Bible. This is the place in which we find about our salvation. Here we can read about the 

sovereignty of God as He has chosen some to eternal life and reprobated other to eternal 

damnation. Here we can read about the way we must live as we prepare ourselves for life in the 

new creation in heaven. People of God, do you treat the Bible as being more precious than the 

finest gold and sweeter than the best honeycomb that is made by the bees? Do you do that each 

day? Let us read the Bible and His law that is found in it. And let us walk in that law as the 

means of gratitude for the salvation ordained by God and wrought by Christ. Sing Psalter 38. 

 

January 18 Read Matthew 22:34-40 
 

Here we read the summary of the law of God as it was given by Christ. Really it is all the law 

that we need. As Christ says we must love God with every particle of being that we have and we 

must love our neighbor as we love ourselves. By following these two guidelines, we will be sure 

to glorify God with every breath that we take. We will know how we must live each day of our 

lives. We will know how to glorify God in worship. We will know how to treat and act toward 

our neighbor in every situation that comes upon us. Let us make this our goal in this life as we 

await the life to come. Sing Psalter 26. 

 

January 19 Read Jeremiah 17:1-8 
 

The Ten Commandments as given in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 comprise the moral law that 

God gave to the church of both the old and new dispensations. In the first commandment we are 

taught who our God must be. There is only one God. This is the God who created all things, led 

Israel out of Egypt, and provided us with a Saviour. We may not seek to have other gods or make 

other gods. This was the mistake of Israel of the Old Testament. They were not satisfied with 

God as God. What about us? Are we satisfied with the God of the Scriptures? Or do we want 

something different, maybe something that we create? If we do, we are no better than Israel of 

old, and we deserve the captivity of hell, which they received in Babylon. Let us serve God and 

God alone. Sing Psalter 308:1-3. 

 

January 20 Read Isaiah 15:16-23 
 

Another sin that plagued Israel and plagues us is the sin of improper worship of Jehovah. Israel 

wanted to worship their God as the heathen nations worshipped their gods. I am afraid that we 

are no better. We would rather have a form of worship that suits us rather than that which 

glorifies God alone. People of God, young people, children, know that our God is a jealous God. 

If we worship Him in ways other than He has set forth in His word, He will become angry with 

us and chastise us. Churches who worship God in ways other than He has ordained have not 

lasted and will not last. Let us worship God in the proper manner and know that in doing this He 

will bless us. Sing Psalter 137. 

 

January 21 Read Leviticus 24:10-16 
 

Yesterday we learned that in loving God we must worship Him in the way that He has prescribed 

in the Scriptures. Today we learn that He is jealous towards His name and names. Do we become 

upset when someone misuses or belittles our name? But yet we do this to God when we use His 
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name lightly. We must be careful about this. The world has no regard for the name of God and 

can often be heard misusing it. We hear this and by imitation soon belittle the names of our God 

by our improper use of them. We do this when we pray in an irreverent fashion. We do this when 

we take His attributes on our lips as expression of dismay or other emotions. Once again we must 

be reminded that our God is a jealous God and He is also jealous towards His names. Let us not 

use them in vain or emptily. Sing Psalter 15. 

 

January 22 Read Isaiah 66:15-24 
 

The last commandment in the first table of the law deals with our care and concern of the 

Sabbath day. How do we use that day? Do we give to it all the reverence and importance 

demanded by God in His Word? Or do we make it as common as the other six days as is the case 

in the world today. Do our vacations begin on this day so that we can get as much pleasure for 

ourselves as we can in this way? Do we ignore the gathering together of the saints as it suits us? 

These and many other questions must be answered by the people of God. Basically it comes 

down to this. Do we love God with every portion of our being? If we do, we will remember the 

Sabbath and keep it holy. Let us prepare for tomorrow even as we use tomorrow to prepare for 

the eternal Sabbath in heaven. Sing Psalter 256. 

 

January 23 Read Romans 13:1-7 
 

The second table of the law, which deals with our love for our neighbors, begins with our duty 

towards all those that are in authority over us. Really this commandment is easy to understand. 

This commandment deals with obedience, and to obey is to show love towards those who are 

over us by keeping the commandments that they impose upon us. Children, do you like to obey? 

Young people, do you try to obey at all times? People of God of all ages, do we show our love 

for God by obeying everyone that God has placed over us? Failure to keep this commandment 

causes us not only to break this commandment but also to break the whole law. Let us love God 

by our obedience in this life. Sing Psalter 325. 

 

January 24 Read Matthew 5:17-22 
 

The essence of keeping the sixth commandment is love. The essence of breaking the sixth 

commandment is hatred. There is no other possibility. This is Christ's teaching in this famous 

sermon of which we read a portion today. Do you love your neighbor? If not, then you have 

begun to kill him. Once again we see how this applies to God, people of all ages. Even our 

youngest children do not have to pull a trigger to break the sixth commandment. It can be done 

with the tongue. Let us love our neighbor, and by loving our neighbor we will not kill him. In 

doing this we will show our love for both our neighbor and for God. Sing Psalter 13:1, 2, and 7. 

 

January 25 Read Matthew 5:27-32 
 

Once again we turn to the teachings of Christ and learn how we must keep one of the Ten 

Commandments. When this commandment is broken, much pain is brought to many people. 

When this commandment is kept we have a beautiful picture of the relationship the covenant 

God has within Himself and with His people. Parents, our children need to know how to keep 
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this commandment. They need to know how to speak of its subjects. They need to know how to 

dress in order that they do not break this commandment or cause others to do so. Young people, 

you need to stay out of situations that cause this commandment to be broken. You need the wise 

council of Christ to learn how to keep it. Adults, we have a great responsibility in the keeping of 

this commandment. We must teach our children and young people about it, we must be examples 

for them, and we must keep it ourselves. Let us live lives that glorify God and not seek the carnal 

pleasures of this sin. Sing Psalter 322. 

 

January 26 Read I Thessalonians 4:1-12 
 

Once again we see a commandment that the world in many spheres has trampled. Instead of 

loving the neighbor, they take advantage of him. What about us? Do we love our neighbor? Do 

we do things that turn out for his advantage? Do we use the talents that God has given to us in a 

way that is not stealing? There are many ways of stealing. To be guilty of one is to be guilty of 

all of them. To take a dollar is as heinous as taking a million dollars. Here again we see that to 

break this commandment is not to love God and our neighbor. To break this commandment is to 

bring spite upon the holy name of God. Let us respect our neighbor and his possessions. By 

doing this we will show love to God as we keep His commandments. Sing Psalter 25. 

 

January 27 Read Proverbs 12:17-22 
 

People of God, how do you speak toward and about your neighbor? Is it a whisper behind a 

cupped hand? Is it an absolute lie about him? Is it a white lie? Do we get ourselves out of 

difficulty by using a falsehood? Like each of the other commandments, there are many ways in 

which we can display hatred toward God and our neighbors. We can hurt with our tongues like 

we can with a sharp knife. We can ruin someone's reputation with a word just as much as we can 

with an adulterous act. We can steal with a word just as much as with a pen. The list goes on and 

on. Our mouths can be fountains of poison when they are to be fountains of fresh water. Do you 

love your neighbors, people of God? If you do, then speak well about them and to them. Sing 

Psalter 138. 

 

January 28 Read Romans 7:7-14 
 

We come to the end of our treatment of the Ten Commandments. In our study of the Tenth we 

see that the keeping of the law is not just a physical matter. In fact it is much more than a 

physical matter. To keep the law of God is basically a spiritual matter. That is because to love is 

not physical but is spiritual. Being covetous is to break any and all of the commandments within 

our spiritual hearts. We become discontented with whatever God has given to us and we begin to 

want something different. We want to be a different person with different physical 

characteristics. So we see that because keeping the commandments is a spiritual matter, that is 

why keeping them is showing our gratitude to God for the great salvation that He has wrought 

for us in Christ. Let us keep each of the commandments contentedly. In doing this we will be 

thankful for all that God has given to us. Sing Psalter 42. 

 

January 29 Read James 2:9-13 
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This passage of Scripture gives to us instruction about several matters in the keeping of God's 

law. We see that in breaking one of the commandments we break them all. We cannot keep a pet 

sin. We cannot be satisfied with keeping ninety percent of the law and letting ten percent go. We 

must keep each and every commandment in order to show our love and gratitude toward our 

heavenly Father. Secondly, we see that we will be brought before the judge of heaven and earth 

who will hold us up before the mirror of His law and see how we compare. This should not fill 

us with dread because we know that Christ's death will keep us from the punishment we deserve. 

This should fill us with love as He has given to us a way to thank Him for life in Christ. Sing 

Psalter 337. 

 

January 30 Read Philippians 3:8-12 
 

As we finish our treatment of God's revelation to us in creation and His word, let us turn to this 

beautiful text to learn about our calling in this life. Paul teaches us that our works no matter how 

many or how good they may appear will not gain us anything before the tribunal of God. There is 

no righteousness to be found in our work alone. In fact even our best works are as filthy manure 

before the holy God. We know God by faith alone. This faith is afforded to us by Christ and His 

redeeming work on our behalf. We must see that a mechanical keeping of the law is fruitless. We 

must see that it is only by Christ that we are righteous before God. Sing Psalter232. 

 

January 31 Read Philippians 3:13-21 
 

Read the beautiful words found in verse 14 one more time. Here we find the duty of the child of 

God. The child of God must live his life even as a distance runner runs a race. He must press on 

and endure. He must keep his eyes on the mark that God has set before him. He must run the race 

to its end even as he draws his last breath on this earth. The prize is not some earthly prize. This 

prize is eternal praise of God in glory. In our lives let us keep all of God's commandments as they 

keep us on the course to the end of God's glory both in this life and in the life to come. Let us do 

this through Christ who gives to us the victory. Sing Psalter 164. 
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