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In the last issue we saw that Scripture is the "more sure word" (II Peter 1:16-19). The 

Word is sure because its origin is not in man but in God: "the prophecy came not in old time by 

the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (21). 

"Prophecy" (19, 20, 21) not only includes the Old Testament (OT) writing prophets, such 

as Hosea, but it also refers to the whole of the OT from the perspective of its predictions. From 

the mother promise of Genesis 3:15, we see that all of the OT points ahead to Christ and His 

universal church. For example, the law predicts Christ as the great king (Num. 24:17) and the 

Psalms prophesy His rule over the nations (22:27-31) and return to judge the world (50:1ff.). 

Thus Peter is telling us that the whole of the OT (from the perspective of its predictions) "came 

not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghost" (II Peter 1:21). 

Let us be clear about it: man is not the originator of Scripture (OT or NT). Man did not 

determine what was said, nor how it was said, nor with what words it was said, "For the 

prophecy came not in old time by the will of man" (21). Do you believe this? You must, for this 

is a first principle in understanding the Scriptures: "Knowing this first, that… the prophecy came 

not in old time by the will of man" (21). Without this as the key you will never truly grasp the 

Bible or know the Savior revealed in its pages. 

Higher critics reject this first principle for understanding the Bible. They hold that the 

origin of the Bible is in man (though God maybe helped a bit). They challenge the date of the OT 

books especially the prophetic books which they date after the event prophesied. They deny 

predictive prophecy because of their prior commitment to naturalism. Whereas Peter writes, "the 

prophecy came not in old time by the will of man" (21), they say, "The Hebrew books came by 

the will of man often a lot later than they purport." They hold that the Bible consists of 

"cunningly devised fables" (16). 

Since the Bible did not originate in man's will, it is different from every other writing. It 

is different from newspapers and magazines, from school textbooks and novels. It is different 

even from books written by Christians. All man's books are written according to God's 

providence but the Bible alone is written by divine inspiration. Buddhism's Dhammapada, 

Hinduism's Bhagavad-Gita and Confucius' Annalects (which do not claim to come by divine 

inspiration) and Islam's Koran (which does) all come from the will of man. Thus the Bible alone 

is God's hammer. 

God's will determined what was written in Scripture and with what words it was written. 

But since the Bible didn't fall from heaven and since Scripture says that Isaiah, David, etc., wrote 

the words of the Bible, we must consider the God-given role of the divine penmen, the "holy 

men of God [who] spake [and wrote] as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." The word 

"moved" is a very strong one. It means, literally, that they wrote not merely as they were guided 

or directed or led but as they were "borne" by the Holy Spirit. This Greek word is used of Paul's 
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ship driven by the wind (Acts 27:15, 17). That these men were borne by the Holy Ghost means 

that the Holy Ghost took them up, as it were, and empowered them to write God's word so that 

they wrote exactly what God intended them to write. 

God's sovereign control of the writers did not negate their personality or make them 

robots. Nor does it imply that Paul could have written Revelation or that John could have written 

Acts. Rather God prepared the men beforehand to write what He willed. The divine penmen are 

called "holy men" not so much to indicate their personal sanctity but to indicate that these men 

were set apart and equipped for their role of writing particular books of the Word of God. God in 

His eternal decree and sovereign providence prepared the various men to write the Scriptures. 

For example, God decreed that Jeremiah be a priest born at Anathoth with a religious upbringing 

and a particular literary style and emotional life. God ordained that he would be single, that he 

would have a friend, Baruch, and that he would live to see the desolation of Jerusalem. Thus God 

prepared Jeremiah to write His Word in such a way that the word choice, sentence structure, etc., 

fits with the style of Jeremiah. In fact, God used all His penmen to write particular books in 

accordance with the particular style He gave them in His eternal decree and providence. Clearly, 

the production of the Holy Scriptures is a great wonder: "O the depth of the riches both of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God!" (Rom. 11:33). 

In your believing Bible study, you must be absolutely certain that the Bible is God's 

Word. Make this truth a first principle in understanding the Holy Scriptures: "Knowing this first, 

that... the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men spake as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghost" (II Peter 1:20-21). 
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