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"Why should I?" "Who made you the boss of me?" "I do not have to listen to you!" These 

responses along with many other disrespectful retorts are increasing at a disturbing rate among 

children and young people, especially in school. When God is no longer recognized as the 

authority over all things, men have no standard for authority and each individual looks to himself 

as the authority. Thus, individuals reason that those in positions of earthly authority, such as 

parents, teachers, and other adults do not deserve much respect. However, once a proper 

reverence toward God is developed, and God's instruction for proper attitudes toward earthly 

authority is reviewed, a proper view toward earthly authority will result. Disrespect to those in 

positions of earthly authority develops out of a lack of respect toward God, and teachers must 

strive to develop a proper view toward earthly authority beginning with a proper attitude toward 

our Father in heaven. 

Disrespect toward all those in positions of authority develops out of a lack of respect for 

our heavenly Father and the consequent development of humanism. As Christians we are called 

to reverence and offer our utmost praise and respect for our great and mighty God. As the 

Psalmist proclaimed in Psalm 33:6, the Lord created the heavens and the earth by merely 

speaking forth. The Lord is infinitely powerful and is exalted above all of His creation. In Isaiah 

66:1, the Lord declared the heaven to be His throne and the earth to be his footstool. There is no 

other being in heaven or in earth like unto our God. Not only is God powerful, He is also 

gracious and compassionate as He cares for His people. The Heidelberg Catechism, Lords Day 9, 

pointed out that our Father upholds and governs His creation and turns all events to the 

advantage of His people. As Matthew 6 described, God never allows anything to happen by 

chance, but preserves and sustains His entire creation, including sparrows, lilies, and His people. 

God especially manifested His great love for His people by mercifully sending Christ to 

die for the sake of His chosen elect. 

While the Lord is infinitely powerful and merciful, the human race remains totally 

depraved in its sins. In the Canons of Dordt, in the Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine, Article 

3, the authors declared that all men are conceived and born in iniquity, willing only sin and evil. 

In Psalm 51:5, David declared that he was conceived and formed in sin. Apart from Christ, man 

is incapable of pleasing God and cannot perform any saving good, as Paul declared in Romans 

8:7-8. In Romans 7:18-19, Paul lamented how he was continually inclined to evil even as he 

greatly desired to perform good deeds. As man in all of his being is completely evil, unable to 

do, think, or will any good, he deserves only the wrath of God. 

Although Scripture explicitly describes the depravity of man, many claim that man is not 

inherently evil and is capable of performing some good. When such claims are made, man 

elevates himself and attempts to suppress the greatness of God. These humanistic attitudes began 

to especially evidence themselves during the Enlightenment when men began to emphasize the 

glories of the human race and asserted that man originated in a pure and natural state. Further, 

many argued that men were rational and reasonable creatures, able to progress over many years 
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and eventually reach a state of perfection. Through the centuries, humanism exploded and today 

pervades every aspect of our culture. 

Children and young people are bombarded with messages of humanism as they hear of 

magnificent inventions and brilliant theories along with all of the other accomplishments of men. 

Everything focuses on the human race, and individuals lose sight of the greatness of God. As 

focus on God diminishes, so does the focal point of true authority. When men focus on God as 

the supreme being of the earth and believe men to be completely unable to perform any good, 

God is acknowledged as the authority over all things. However, as the status of man is elevated, 

authority shifts, and man becomes the authority in place of God. Each man sees himself as the 

authority over his own life, and thus reason that other forms of authority deserve no respect. 

Children and young people see this phenomenon all around them, both on television as well as in 

their neighbors, and begin to adopt this trend for themselves. Disrespect toward authority will 

increase as men reason that the individual is the only authority to answer to. Men leave God 

completely out of any position of authority, and when children and young people lose sight of the 

fact that God is the authority over all things and deserves our praise while men on earth are only 

totally depraved sinners, disrespect toward authority increases. 

To respond to such an alarming trend and to develop a proper view toward authority, a 

teacher must implement a program requiring several steps. A teacher must begin to develop a 

proper mind-set by reaffirming in students a proper attitude of fear and reverence for God. The 

Lord is highly exalted above all and He alone ought to be praised. To help develop a proper 

attitude of respect for God, a teacher must emphasize the totally depraved nature of man. As 

stated in Lord's Day 3 of the Heidelberg Catechism, man is so corrupt that he is wholly incapable 

of performing any good and inclined only to hate God as well as his earthly neighbors, including 

those in authority. Thus, man cannot perform any good work to earn his salvation but must rely 

on God's mercy and grace. As Paul stated in Ephesians 2:4-5, God loved His people out of His 

rich mercy and delivered them from their depraved state through Christ. By instilling a 

realization of the infinite power and mercy of God along with the depravity of man, a teacher 

establishes a proper reverence for God and thus creates the foundation for the development of a 

proper view towards earthly authority. 

To continue the process to develop a respectful attitude toward those in earthly authority, 

a teacher should especially look to the fifth commandment as it outlines God's requirements for 

His people with regard to earthly authority. Although the fifth commandment specifically 

mentions a proper attitude toward father and mother, the Lord requires similar honor and 

obedience toward all other forms of authority, including teachers, coaches, ministers, elders, 

deacons, employers, and civil servants or magistrates. Lord's Day 39 of the Heidelberg 

Catechism pointed out that God requires His people to honor all authority by showing respect 

and reverence toward them as well as by obeying them. 

Despite the weakness of those in authority, God still calls His people to honor the 

authority because God placed the earthly authorities over His people for a reason. Paul stated in 

Romans 13 that God ordained all powers upon the earth to be his servants, to protect the good 

and punish the evil. The Belgic Confession, Article 36, declared that God appoints rulers to not 

only keep order, but also to promote and sustain his church as well as to carry out God's will on 

the earth. Further, Article 36 outlined God's requirement to honor authority in all things and show 

obedience except when the authority requires disobedience to God. In such cases, as Peter stated 

in Acts 5:29, "We ought to obey God rather than men." However, even in disobedience, authority 
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must still be honored. Christ serves as the ultimate example of submission to wicked authority as 

God sent His Son to be subject to earthly authorities even unto death. 

Examining God's instruction for a proper attitude towards earthly authority will greatly 

aid a teacher as he or she seeks to develop in a fitting view toward authority. However, a proper 

view must begin with respect and reverence for our great God in heaven. The ever-increasing 

trend of disrespect to those in positions of earthly authority is rooted in a lack of respect for our 

Father and the subsequent rise of humanism. Once God is no longer the authority, each man 

becomes an authority unto himself, and disrespect intensifies and spreads. Once a child or young 

person realizes that God is the authority over all, a proper attitude toward earthly authority will 

follow. 
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