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Marnix CastleThe national anthem of The Netherlands is the "Wilhelmus," composed in 

1568 by Marnix van Sint Aldegonde. He was an important man in the history of The Netherlands 

because he was advisor to Prins William I of Orange. Prins William I organized the liberation of 

The Netherlands after a war which lasted eighty years. The war had been with the Roman 

Catholic king of Spain, who wanted all the people to leave the Reformation and return to the 

Church of Rome. Marnix was born in 1540 in Brussels and died in 1598 in the university city of 

Leiden. He was a famous Calvinist statesman, theologian, painter, author and poet. He wrote in 

Dutch, French and Latin. His father was originally from Savoye (French province), moved to 

Holland and became advisor to Emperor Karl V of Germany. His mother came from Aldegonde 

(Hainaut, Belgium). Marnix studied at the first Calvin university in Geneva from 1559 to 1561. 

He fought the Spanish army in 1567 for the defense of Antwerp. In 1572 he represented Prins 

William in the "Meeting of the States" in Dordrecht. At the request of William's son, Prins 

Maurits, he led negotiations with the governments of England and France. In 1594 he wrote a 

Dutch translation of the book of Genesis as well as the Psalms. In 1583 he became Lord Mayor 

of Antwerp, but was forced to leave Antwerp by Francois d'Alencon (Duke of Anjou) and his 

army. 

The national anthem of The Netherlands is the "Wilhelmus," composed in 1568 by 

Marnix van Sint Aldegonde. He was an important man in the history of The Netherlands because 

he was advisor to Prins William I of Orange. Prins William I organized the liberation of The 

Netherlands after a war which lasted eighty years. The war had been with the Roman Catholic 

king of Spain, who wanted all the people to leave the Reformation and return to the Church of 

Rome. Marnix was born in 1540 in Brussels and died in 1598 in the university city of Leiden. He 

was a famous Calvinist statesman, theologian, painter, author and poet. He wrote in Dutch, 

French and Latin. His father was originally from Savoye (French province), moved to Holland 

and became advisor to Emperor Karl V of Germany. His mother came from Aldegonde (Hainaut, 

Belgium). Marnix studied at the first Calvin university in Geneva from 1559 to 1561. He fought 

the Spanish army in 1567 for the defense of Antwerp. In 1572 he represented Prins William in 

the "Meeting of the States" in Dordrecht. At the request of William's son, Prins Maurits, he led 

negotiations with the governments of England and France. In 1594 he wrote a Dutch translation 

of the book of Genesis as well as the Psalms. In 1583 he became Lord Mayor of Antwerp, but 

was forced to leave Antwerp by Francois d'Alencon (Duke of Anjou) and his army. 

Marnix built the Castle of Bornem (in Flanders) that you see in this picture, It is located 

not far from Antwerp at the old Schelde River. Now a descendant, Duke Jan of Sint Aldegonde, 

lives here. The original name of the "Wilhelmus" was "Geuzenpsalm" It became the official 

national anthem by decree of the government in 1932. 
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