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Excitement builds as the runners line up on the track. Each is focused; distracted by 

nothing around them. They carefully position their feet and hands for the best possible start. 

Muscles tense, a shot cracks, and the runners are off in the blur of arms and legs. Every ounce of 

energy is poured forth in an effort to reach the goal. 

Do these runners describe you in your race? We are all at this very moment in the heat of 

a race, and for you students, a very important part of the race is just around the corner. God in 

Hebrews 12:1 and 2 describes our life as Christians in terms of a race: “Let us run with patience 

the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” Our 

instruction and life in school is a very important part of this race, and you are called by God to 

muster all the strength, courage, and dedication to do your best. 

We are not called to be spectators at a race where we sit and watch the few elite “saints” 

of God run the race. Every man, woman, and child is sweating and straining in this race. Old 

grandmas and grandpas; babies and children; the maimed, crippled, and deformed; muscular men 

and beautiful models; from the homeless to the rocket scientist; everyone is running a race. The 

strange thing about all this running around in the world is that many are running wide eyed and 

with great determination in one direction toward a vision of glory and happiness in man himself. 

There are others who run in the exact opposite direction. Many of these have tear stained faces, 

but they are smiling. They are working together in groups helping one another. They stop to pick 

up those that fall. Those who wander off and begin to run with the world are diligently sought 

out. And in the center of those groups are the children where much energy and time is being 

spent showing them how to get off on the right foot, encouraging them, and pointing ahead to the 

goal: the glory of God in Christ. When the world slows down a bit on Sunday to indulge in their 

accomplishments, the church gathers for a time of great thanksgiving, instruction, and praise to 

God for his salvation in Christ. 

In some ways the race we run is like a relay race or a triathlon. A heritage is passed on 

from one generation to the next and we all begin and end new phases in life. Each year of school 

is an important part of the race for everyone in the church, not just the children. On the first day 

of school, the students are all lined up at the starting line, … along with the parents, teacher, and 

everyone else in church. They all run the race together. And as with any race, it is important to 

get off on the right foot. To get off on the right foot means that we do everything possible to have 

a good start. 

Are you ready to run the school race this coming year? Do you see clearly before you the 

goal? If your goal is to be the top student, to be the worst student, to do the best you can, or just 

have a good time, you’d better wait a minute before taking off because you are going in the 

wrong direction. Our chief goal must be the glory of God, and we accomplish that by seeing 

ourselves as servants of God. We must strive this year to be a good servant of God. When we run 

with the proper goal before us, then a student who gets a “D” average will win if he is prepared 

to do the best he can as the servant of God. A student who gets straight “A’s” will lose the race if 

he does it only for his own glory. 

With God’s glory as our goal, we do not compete with one another in this race; we 

compete with the old man of sin within ourselves. As believers, we must all work together. We 

don’t fight, argue, cheat, or hurt one another; we encourage one another to do our best and help 
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those who fall. In this race we don’t run every which way trying to be the best student, have the 

most friends, be the naughtiest kid or whatever. We all run together for the glory of God. The 

parent does not say, “This school had better do a good job in math and science or I’m leaving, 

because I’m sending my son to college.” Rather, the parent says, “I’m so thankful we have a 

school where students are prepared to be servants of God.” 

Are you ready now to run the school race this year? On your mark, get set,… Wait a 

minute! Do you have all the right equipment? An Olympic runner has the best equipment she can 

get. She has expensive shoes, the right food in her stomach, and is not cluttered with anything 

that distracts from her goal. Though our race is essentially spiritual, we live now on this earth 

and we have been given earthly gifts to be used as we work and run as servants of God. Do you 

have all the supplies on your school supply list? Supporters of our schools, did you give 

willingly to make sure the school was supplied with an adequate building, books, etc.? Most 

importantly, do you meditate upon God’s word each morning and pray for strength and wisdom 

to run today’s race? 

There is one more important part to running the race. An Olympic runner on the track is 

very serious, focused, eager, and excited. He doesn’t care what others are thinking about him. 

His eyes are riveted on the finish line. He is not carelessly standing there with his arms crossed, 

muttering about the stupidity of races. He has an attitude about the race that will enable him to 

do his best in the race. 

Students, what is your attitude toward the coming year of school? Parents, what is your 

attitude toward the school, the teachers God has placed there, the curriculum, and the 

instruction? Teachers, what is your attitude toward your calling as a teacher? What is your 

attitude toward the students, the parents and the board? Your attitude is like a window to your 

heart. Since a battle rages in our heart between the old and new man, we often stumble at the 

start of the race, run off the track, trip others, and do other foolish things that slow us way down. 

These bad attitudes come out in how we express our goals and how we prepare for the school 

year. 

Our attitude is something we need to work at each moment of the day. A proper attitude 

will only come in the way of staying focused on the goal. The only way to stay focused on the 

goal is to meditate upon God’s word and pray. And it is only by God’s grace that we can do any 

of this. May God graciously bless this coming year so that we may say, “I have fought a good 

fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7-8). 
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