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Introduction: – Karl Chiniquy, a young man studying for the priesthood, has been disputing with 

his instructor concerning the vow of celebicy. Father Leprohon, his instructor, has vainly 

attempted to overthrow the Scriptural proofs which young Chiniquy sets forth. Last time we left 

him busily and successfully overthrowing the interpretation of his instructor concerning the 

words of Peter, “See, we have left all and follow Thee. . . .” Shall we again listen to this 

interesting debate? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 Does not Paul state in I. Cor. 9:4, 5 ‘Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as 

well as other Apostles and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?’ Clearly the words of Peter 

means that the Lord has attained first place in their hearts and all other relationships such as wife, 

sister or brother, father or mother have now a secondary place. Your argument concerning being 

like the angels, who neither marry nor are given in marriage is not as strong as it appears. If you 

will read the text you will find that Jesus says: ‘After the resurrection ye shall be as angels. . . . If 

the church had the same rule for us, after the resurrection as is now the state of the angels, we 

would have no fault to find. You say that the state of celebicy is the best insurance against the 

lusts of our corrupt nature, but aren’t you afraid that that is exactly the opposite teaching of I 

Cor. 7:2: ‘ Nevertheless to avoid fornication let every man have his own wife and let every 

woman have her own husband’? Is it not strange that God says to avoid fornication let man have 

his own wife and the church says to avoid it become as a eunuch? 

 At these words the instructor could contain himself no longer. Spring to his feet he said, 

“I am very sorry I let you speak so long. This is the most heretical teaching I have ever heard! 

Are you not ashamed of yourself when you give us your interpretation of the H. S. instead of that 

of the church? Has Christ promised to you or to his church the inspiration of the Holy Spirit? Are 

you going to instruct the church or must the church instruct you? It is true that Paul states that the 

apostles had wives with them but the church teaches us that there were holy virgins who 

travelled with the apostles, preparing their meals, washed their garments and kept house for 

them. It is Protestant ungodliness to think and to speak otherwise. Dear Chiniquy, you must 

repent and be sorry for your statements. Tomorrow morning you must appear before the priest 

and make confession of your grievous sins!” The instructor then left the room. Some of the 

students laughed and complimented Chiniquy for his brilliant defense and victory. Two students 

were so convinced that the instruction was so illogical that they quit the seminary. Chiniquy, 

however, felt badly that he had offended his instructor and the church so the next morning he 

made confession at the feet of his priest and on May 4, 1832 he took the vow of celebicy and was 

elevated to the office of under-deacon. 



 On September 21, 1833 he was ordained a priest in the cathedral of Quebec. He tells us 

how seriously he took this ordination and how earnestly he believed all the rituals and duties 

which he was now called upon to perform. When he was ordained he threw away his pipe and 

snuff-box feeling that they had no place in his holy service and consecration to the church. When 

people later asked him how it was possible for him to believe all this idolatry, he says that he 

knows not, but one thing I know, that I was blind but now I see. John 9:25. 

 It is impossible to give you all the details concerning the various charges which he held. 

Space would not allow it and from a doctrinal point of view they are not altogether essential. Let 

it suffice to state that he served numerous congregations in Canada. It was more or less 

customary at that time, even as it is now, that when a priest through his drunkenness and 

immorality acquired an evil reputation in the community his bishops would conveniently transfer 

him to another congregation where his misdeeds were not known, however such was not the case 

with Chiniquy. He walked uprightly and was believed by his followers. 

 While stationed at the Marine Hospital in Quebec he came in contact with Dr. Douglas. It 

was here that he became acquainted with the evils of liquor and very specifically so when Dr. 

Douglas performed an autopsy on a dead man who had been a drinker. He showed Chiniquy 

exactly how the alcohol affected the lungs, heart, vital organs and tissues. How it burned holes in 

the inner flesh and poisoned the entire body. Hereafter Chiniquy became an absolute 

prohibitionist and formed numerous temperance societies. He was for a time relieved from his 

office and devoted his time to the organization of temperance societies. He became noted for that 

throughout all of Canada and the U. S. He was even awarded a sun of 500 lbs. from the Canadian 

Parliament as a token of appreciation for his work. He became known as the Apostle of 

temperance. 

 It was during this time that the Mississippi Valley basin was being settled and Bishop 

Vandeveld of Chicago requested him to leave Canada and come there to assist in establishing 

Catholic Churches among the emigrants who were speedily populating that area and who, 

because there were but a few catholic churches, were all too often being converted to 

Protestantism. It was this Bishop’s goal to acquire this rich territory for the Roman Catholic 

church that she might rule there in all her power and majesty enslaving the people under the yoke 

of Rome. Chiniquy left Canada and went there. It is here that we first read of his doubts 

concerning the church he served and if you will bear with me I shall endeavor to continue from 

this point, D. V., in a future issue. 
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