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Origen. As we remarked in an earlier issue of Beacon Lights, the Apologists were divided into 

those of the Greek School and those of the Latin School. We will now single out one of those in 

the Greek School for our consideration in this issue. Naturally we select Origen, for he was 

indeed the outstanding Apologist of the Greek School. Prof. Kurtz in his Church History has this 

to say of Origen, “Celebrated as a philosopher, philologist, critic, exegete, dogmatist, apologist, 

polemist, etc., posterity has with equal right honored him as the actual founder of an 

ecclesiastical and scientific theology, and reproached him as the originator of many heretical 

opinions.” 

 Origen was born of Christian parents (in contrast to Justin Martyr whom we considered 

last time) at Alexandria about the year 182 A.D. His father died as a martyr for the truth in 202 

A.D. leaving “Origen to support his mother and six sisters. In the following year he was called 

by Bishop Demetrius to be a teacher in a Catechism School. Origen studied philosophy diligently 

to quality himself for the task. 

 In a very short time he advanced from one position to one of a higher degree, and his 

fame soon surpassed that of his Bishop who had given him a start in his career by appointing him 

teacher in the Catechetical School mentioned above. In 211 he was appointed a missionary to 

Arabia. In 218 he was appointed to Antioch, and in 230 he went to Palestine where the bishops 

of Caesarea and Jerusalem admitted him to the rank of Presbyter. Before this he was not 

ordained. His own Bishop, Demetrius, now revealed his jealousy for this pupil of his who had 

surpassed him in fame, and had Origen excommunicated for heresy, self-mutilation–he 

misunderstood Matthew 19:12 and had himself made a eunuch for the kingdom of heaven in the 

literal sense of the word but later confessed his wrong–and contempt of the ecclesiastical laws of 

his office. 

 Origen now went back to Caesarea and under the protection and favor of the Arabian 

Emperor, Philip, he opened a theological school. He wrote a commentary on John, one of the 

book of Genesis, one of the first 25 Psalms and one on the Lamentations of Jeremiah. In all he is 

credited with having written 6000 works. Some of them are only a chapter in length while others 

are books of many volumes. Some claim this to be exaggeration and maintain that he wrote 2000 

books. Even then it will be plain that he was a very capable man and an industrious one. 

 As to his value for the church, it may be stated first of all that he was the first to present 

to the Church a system of Christian Doctrine. He also sought to set forth all the sciences of his 

day from a Christian viewpoint. To give you an idea of how the church in the third century 

explained the truth of the word of God which it found in His Word (we must remember, that the 

infallibly guided Apostles have been dead for over a century and that these Apologists do not 

even have the word of these Apostles as some of the Apostolic Fathers might have had) let me 

give you seven points which Origen taught. The fundamentals of Christianity according to him 



demand belief (1) “in one God. . . .the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2) “that Jesus Christ 

Himself. . . .was born of the Father before all creatures. . . .became man, and was incarnate 

although God, and while made a man remained the God which He was. . .  was born of a Virgin. 

. .  was truly born and did truly suffer. . . .and did truly die. . . .did truly rise from the dead:” (3) 

“That the Holy Spirit was associated in honor and dignity with the Father and the son”; (4) “in 

the resurrection and in the future rewards and punishment”; (5) that the world will “be destroyed 

on account of its wickedness”; (6) that the “Scriptures were written by the Spirit of God”; (7) 

“that there are certain angels of God, and certain good influences which are His servants in 

accomplishing the salvation of men”. These quotations are all taken from his work entitled, “De 

Principiis” in which he presents the principles of the Christian doctrine. 

 As an example of the heretical ideas of Origen of which Prof. Kurtz made mention in the 

quotation above, we present just this one, that the Bible was the inspired Word of God but that 

even the New Testament has defects in it which will be overcome only by the revelation we shall 

receive in eternity. 

 Perhaps many of his heretical opinions were due to his method of interpreting Scripture. 

He maintained that there was the obvious sense of the text for the simple, there was the moral 

meaning for those more advanced and finally a mystical meaning for the perfect man. This 

allegorical interpretation of his enabled him to read into the Scriptures practically anything he 

pleased. 
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