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 Matthew 24: 6-8 – “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not 

troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and 

earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginnings of sorrows.” 

 We were again reminded of this by an event of a new months ago. Swift, towering waves 

that sprang from a sub-sea earthquake, battering the shores from Hawaii to the Aleutians to 

Chile, causing thousands of deaths, and millions of dollars-worth of damage. In this we see the 

mighty power of our God bringing forth His judgments upon the wicked and sinful world. When 

we inquire into the reasons why God works such terrible disasters in the earth, the world will 

find many and various answers. Are they accidents also to God? Is and was God an idle spectator 

to all these horrors, groans of millions, and crying of the homeless? Of course, there are no 

accidents and there is a reason. It is this: The heathen raged, the kingdoms moved: He uttered 

His voice, the earth melted! All these horrors, groanings and utmost sufferings are God’s voice, 

uttered against the God-forsaken world in His terrible wrath; it is His vexing of the world “in His 

sore displeasure”. Even the world had to admit that the atomic bomb was of minor importance in 

comparison with the earthquake. Of course, they do not recognize that God is the power behind 

these movements. Nor do they once recognize that the atomic bomb is but a tiny reflection of 

God’s power. No, the world never does this. Christians see in this invention another step that 

God is rising to direct the world to the certain determined end. 

 The peace promised us during the war has still to become a reality. But today, after much 

bloodshed and death, we are reminded more than ever by the words of Scripture: “The wicked 

are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” We are told of 

new uprisings and revolts daily both on the home-front and abroad. One would think that after all 

this bloodshed and grief of the past few years the peoples of the earth would choose to live in 

peace. But the opposite is the case. And how could it be different? “There is no peace,” saith my 

God, “to the wicked.” At the present time meetings are being held to iron out these difficulties. 

The world all agree too, that the world’s only hope of survival and an only way to prevent wars 

is for the nations to join hands and to live together in unity and peace. Hence, they all 

recommend to have but one world with one government. Thus it is evident that things are 

ripening fast for the coming of the kingdom of Anti-Christ. Scripture tells us that when the one 

world becomes a reality, he will be at its head and the ends of all things will be at hand. It may 

not be immediately but it is in the making and those making it are filled with fear and are 

working fast. 

 Quite a contrast to that one world is the relationship at present with Russia and to the 

labor front at home. Strikes have reached such proportions that it is indeed alarming. One places 

the blame here, another there, but so far things are getting worse. Whatever the outcome may be, 



the present conditions in our nation must be a terrible spectacle for a holy and righteous God to 

behold. We have just been delivered from a bloody war and are here in a land of plenty, still 

fighting for more wealth and luxuries. But we can expect that for those whose God is their belly 

and whose goal is the earth there is no peace. For man never rests until he rests in God. 

 In contrast to our many luxuries we may take a look at the countries across the seas who 

suffer from starvation and famines. We do not have to ask what the lot will be of those countries. 

They will suffer from the aftermath of this war for a long time to come. Shall we then bathe in 

luxury and simply look on? 

 All these things show the signs of the time when the “heavens and the earth shall pass 

away and He shall appear on the clouds of glory.” The world is going through all these sorrows, 

but the end of it shall be that by God’s grace the new heavens and new earth will be brought 

forth for the children of God. These things must come to pass–wars, rumors of wars, and 

persecutions. It must be revealed to the wicked world that there is no peace apart from God. 

These same things must bring our salvation. God knows what He is doing for His church. 

 Don’t be afraid. Be of good cheer–I have overcome the world. 

 In conclusion may we repeat these lines: 

 

Our life is but a constant death, 

 All earthly ties do break. 

How privileged His creatures are 

 To suffer for His sake. 

When life is o’er, we’ll be with Him 

 And may we ever pray, 

For that perfect and abiding peace 

 “Oh, dear Lord, haste the day!”  
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