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 Asaph, I must complain about you. And though you have centuries ago been lain to rest 

in the earth, yet I would have a word or two with you. For, I am almost on the point of calling 

you a fool, but before I do so I would hear what you have to say in your defense. 

 You see, Asaph, we have one of your psalms in what we call the Bible. That is the word 

which we use to denote the Holy Scriptures, and since your time many other writings by inspired 

authors have been added. And we love those Scriptures and are indeed happy that our God has 

through the ages preserved these writings for us. For, we use them daily for our instruction, 

comfort, edification, rebuke and correction. And, since your time many have suffered greatly 

because of their steadfast faith in these things revealed to us in these Scriptures. And every 

Sabbath we sing songs based on the Psalms which must have been dear also to your heart. So 

much, then, as explanation for your benefit. 

 And now, Asaph, you would know the nature of my complaint? And you would perhaps 

consider presumptuous that I would at this late date question your wisdom and lodge a complaint 

against that which has been accepted by the church as a canonical writing? Very well, then, all I 

ask is an attentive and sympathetic ear and I on my part will reciprocate and listen with 

undivided attention to such explanation as you may have. 

 Very well, Asaph. But, allow me first to explain that since your time the material 

contained in the Scriptures has been neatly arranged in book form instead of long and 

cumbersome rolls. And this Book has been divided into two parts called the Old and New 

Testaments. Your writings find a place in the Old Testament under the heading “Psalms”. These 

are divided into 150 chapters and the chapters are in turn divided into verses. We find it very 

convenient to have them arranged in such a manner. 

 And the portion concerning which I complain and of which you are the author is known 

as Psalm 73 and it contains 28 verses. Listen to me then, Asaph, as I extract portions from the 

first sixteen verses and explain if you can. First of all, you confess in verse one that God is good 

to Israel, to such as are of a clean heart. A beautiful confession, Asaph, and one which I too am 

willing to make. But, in verse two, you say that you’re losing your footing and your steps almost 

slipped? How come, Asaph? And I find your explanation in the verses which follow. Permit me 

to touch on a few of the thoughts which you express from vss. 3 to 16. 

 You say that you were envious at the foolish when you saw the prosperity of the wicked? 

You say that there are no bands in their death and their strength is firm? They are not troubled 

and plagued as other men? They are proud, their eyes stand out with fatness? They are corrupt, 

speak wickedly and speak loftily concerning oppression? They set their mouth against the 

heavens and their tongue walketh through the earth? And because of these things Israel is 

persecuted? That Israel concerning whom you made that beautiful confession? And you say that 



they question as to whether God knows about it, yes, and whether there is even knowledge with 

the Most High? 

 Quite correctly, in verse 12, you state that these are the ungodly who prosper in the world 

and increase riches. And now, Asaph, I must speak a harsh word to you. For you really slipped 

and went down a long way in vss. 12 to 16. How dare you, Asaph, say that it has truly been in 

vain that you have cleansed your heart and washed your hands in innocency? Because, so you 

conclude, you have been plagued all day long and chastised every morning and you are hesitant 

to express what you feel should be said against the generation of thy children. And then in your 

despair when you thought to know this you found it too painful! That is as far as I read, Asaph. I 

could hold it back no longer. For that is not the way I learned it, Asaph.  

 Now, listen to me, Asaph. Could it be that you do not know God’s dealing with the world 

and with His people? How is it possible, Asaph, that, a weak and uncomely vessel in the Temple 

of God, should know those things which trouble you? Asaph, Asaph, listen to me! Do you not 

know that God is not gracious to the wicked? Do you not know that our God fattens them as 

sheep for the slaughter and that He has set them on slippery places? Can it be, Asaph, that you 

have never read the comforting and explanatory words of David in Psalm 37? I can very well 

understand that these things are too painful for you if you do not correctly understand God’s 

dealing with the world and with His people. And, Asaph, if you do not understand and never 

came to that understanding, you were a fool and life must always have been a puzzle to you. 

And, Asaph, you were not the only one whose feet were almost gone and whose steps had well 

nigh slipped. For many have gone down that same perilous and confusing way even one 

thousand nine hundred and forty six years after the birth of the Messiah. There are still many 

many people who will say that truly God is good to Israel but that He is also good to those 

terribly wicked men which you so aptly describe. And, Asaph, if you would still be stubborn and 

maintain your position in respect to this matter, then I on my part would feel justified in asking 

the question: Is there knowledge in the Most High? Come, come, Asaph, God is no fool. He 

cannot be mocked. Won’t you see it, Asaph? Won’t you confess with me that God is truly good 

to Israel? You’d better do that Asaph, or life will be a confusion and you can never hope to even 

somewhat understand the ways of the Lord. 

 What did you say, Asaph? You are going to complain to me? Very well. I promised to 

listen, didn’t I? What have you to say? Oh, yes, I heard you now. “You say I should read the rest 

of your psalm? They are vss. 17 to 28. Just a moment, and I’ll read them. There! Say, Asaph, 

That’s wonderful! I see that you have, as it were, reversed yourself. You have gone into the 

Sanctuary and understood their end. Oh, Asaph, I am glad with you. We agree perfectly. In vs. 

18 you even say what I said, that God set them on slippery places. And when you understood, 

Asaph it was like awakening from a dream. You admit that you were foolish. And I am so happy 

that you have come to that conclusion. 

 I am sorry, Asaph, that I judged you so prematurely without reading all that you had to 

say. And I’m so happy that you wrote that Psalm. Why? Because all through the ages this same 

thing has troubled the church. Always there have been those who look to the outward state of the 



wicked and doing so they say that God is blessing them with rain and sunshine, wealth and 

health, lands and houses, wives and children, gifts and talents and have concluded that God is 

gracious toward them. And we, Asaph, in our generation, shall continue to pray that their eyes 

may be opened, that they may even as you and I, enter that sanctuary and find there that we were 

foolish and as a beast before God when we entertain such thoughts concerning the wicked. And 

when we truly understand, Asaph, it will be as a dream when one awaketh. 

 And so, Asaph, I’m sorry I condemned you so hastily. I can very well understand how 

you could fall into depths of despair and come to such foolish conclusions. For, that error still 

abides with us. But, dear reader, if it abides with you, will you go with me into the sanctuary of 

God, close your own mouth and the foolish utterances of your lips, and in that sanctuary be 

instructed and become wise?  
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