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 “Wind of Spring” is a quiet simply told story of Susie Minton. The style in which it is 

written does not at all conform to the modern trend, and this I found rather refreshing. There is 

nothing to grip the imagination, yet the reader’s attention is held throughout the book. 

 Susie, at the age of twelve started out her life work as a maid “in service”. Her life in the 

great houses of England, and those not so great, gives us a limited reflection of the English social 

life and its class system from the 1880’s to the outbreak of war in 1939. 

 Susie sometimes questions the treatment she received in the early years of her experience 

and regrets her lack of education. However, she grows mentally as the story progresses, and she 

learns to accept her place in society. Christ’s words: “I am among you as He that serveth” gave 

dignity to her lowly work and she did it “heartily as to the Lord”.  

 With Hitler overshadowing Europe and the world, she becomes a source of strength to 

those she serves. The stern unbending woman for whom she worked so long learns through 

Susie’s philosophy and example that happiness does not consist in seeking self but in serving 

others. She sees, too, that the class distinction which she had always upheld, should be abolished 

and that it should rather be established on a basis of worth, not birth. Susie views the war as a 

means of breaking down these long established and accepted walls of class, which she feels will 

in turn herald the springtime of a new world. 

 Her youthful “misstep” is dangerously minimized. There is an utter lack on Susie’s part 

of the consciousness of sin. 

 In reality the book is pregnant with the theory of evolution and the Doctrine of 

Pelagianism. 
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