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 Our lives, covenant young people, are truly Christian when the ultimate and sole purpose 

of all our activities, of every issue of the heart, every inclination of the will, every thought and 

word and deed, with respect to anything and everything, is God Himself and the glory of His 

adorable Name. Whatever falls short of this prime requisite is not only un–, but positively anti-

Christian, it matters not what may be its outward appearance or what praise and commendation it 

may evoke from our fellowmen. Let there be no compromise on this point, either with your own 

carnal reasoning or with the subtle philosophy of other sinful men. 

 Scripture teaches nothing more clearly than it does this. To the church of Christ at 

Corinth Paul writes, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 

of God.” Notice how the apostle here mentions the simplest things of life, our eating and 

drinking. Least, however, aught to be excluded, he adds “or whatsoever ye do”. Hence, whether 

you work or sleep, sing or play, think or desire, go to church or to a picnic, do it all to the glory 

of God. In a somewhat similar vein he writes to the Colossians, “And whatsoever ye do in word 

or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”  

 Mind you, this is not merely the first and foremost requirement, but in the last analysis 

this is all that matters. Ultimately the question is not: Whence is a work? or What standard is 

applied? but: Is this or that performed to the glory of the Highest? 

 The reason why this is the requisite of all “Christian” living lies in God Himself. God is 

GOD, and He alone. Above Him, next to Him, under Him there is no God. He is that supreme, 

infinite, immeasurably great and inconceivably glorious Being. Who alone dwells in inaccessible 

light. Who is from everlasting to everlasting, and Who made all things for His name’s sake, and 

for no other conceivable reason. And man is but a creature, whose breath is in his nostrils and 
who was formed from the dust of the earth by that God in order to serve the manifestation of the 

glories and beauties of his covenant Jehovah. Wherefore that is our sole calling and 

responsibility, and there could be no other, viz., to glorify that God and Maker. To set for 

ourselves any other purpose, to entertain any other desire, is an abomination in His sight. 

 Now, what does this imply, that our lives are to the glory of God and in that way 

“Christian”? Does this mean nothing more than that somehow, in some way, our lives must 

glorify God? That in the end, in spite of ourselves, God will be revealed and magnified? 

Certainly not! Whatever man or angel may devise or do, in the end God will be glorified in 

everything, for “out of Him and through Him and unto Him are all things.” He is the only 

sovereign Lord of all the universe. The godless in hell as well as the redeemed in heaven will 

serve the eternal praises of Jehovah and all that Satan himself can scheme or do must and does 

cooperate without fail toward the manifestation of His praises. God alone is Lord and who shall 

frustrate His purpose? No, to live to the glory of God implies more than that. It means that we 

seek God consciously; that whatever we do or say or think or contemplate is done with a positive 



view to God. He alone must be in our minds and hearts. Our one purpose must be to please Him, 

to extol His perfections, to praise and proclaim His Name. It means that we do all this perfectly, 

so that our whole being yearns for Him, heart and mouth unite in that one anthem: 

“O Lord, my God, I praise Thy Name, 

All other Names above.” 

And all within us joins in that one prayer to ‘God above: 

“Help me Thy will to do, 

Thy truth I will pursue, 

Teach me to fear: 

Give me the single eye, 

Thy name to glorify, 

O Lord, my God, Most High, 

With heart sincere”. 

 Thus we penetrate to the deepest recesses of the heart for the answer to the question:  

What is “Christian Living?” Any word or deed, after all, may as such be either good or bad. The 

question is” Why was it said, or done?  What was the motive, the purpose? 

 Applying this first test to your life, covenant friends, what do you find? Do you begin to 

approximate this one and only purpose? That the natural man, the unregenerate, does not, we 

understand very well. It is not the question, after all, what the human imagination may conceive 

or to what conclusions human and sin-saturated philosophy may come. Man may boast of all the 

natural and civil and social good the Christless sinner may still be able to accomplish. He may 

“pull the wool over his own eyes” until his subtle heart has brought him to the conclusion that in 

the ungodliest of the ungodly there is still more good than evil. According to the entire testimony 

of Scripture the natural man stands condemned in all that he does. God is not in all his thoughts. 

To the bottom of his black soul he is enmity against God. He seeks only himself and cares not at 

all for the honor and glory of his God. All man does by nature is abominable iniquity in the eyes 

of his Maker, and they sin grievously and inexcusably who see so much good in filthy and 

irreconcilable enemies of the living God. 

 Yes, but how about us? What is our “living” when viewed in the light of this prime 

requisite? Is there any one among us who would presume to say of even one of his works, that it 

is really Christian? Have you even done anything, for even one moment, that sought the glory of 

your Creator without any mixture of sin and self-interest? Are not our best accomplishments as 

filthy rags before God? Is it not true, that each day we discover in our hearts and minds new 

depths of corruption which we never before expected to find in ourselves? 

 The conclusion of the matter, then is this” We have by the grace of God a principle of 

true obedience of “Christian Living”. But for the rest–it behooves us, even with a view to the 

best we do, humbly to confess before the Holy One of Israel our numerous transgressions and 

sincerely to pray for forgiveness in the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the grace from 

above more perfectly to live to the praise of Him who has so graciously called us out of darkness 

to His marvelous light.  
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