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Dear Fellows: 

 In the book of Revelation, in those passages that speak of the plagues of the trumpets and 

of the vials, and that, therefore, refer more especially to the time of the end, we read repeatedly 

that men repented not of their evil deeds. Plague upon plague is sent upon the world by the Judge 

of heaven and earth, so that many men are killed by them, and the rest are brought to the verge of 

despair, so that they even seek death, and cannot find it, and yet we read: “And the rest of men 

which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they 

should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which 

neither can see, no hear, no walk: Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 

nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.”  

 In other words, they neither repented religiously nor morally. 

 The meaning, you understand, is not that men ever repent of themselves, or that there is 

anything, any power or plague that can bring men to repentance apart from the grace of God in 

Christ; but that, towards the end of this age, it shall become very obvious that they will not 

repent: the heavy hand of God’s wrath does not even have a sobering effect on them, so that they 

stop for a moment on their way of iniquity. They rush right on to destruction. 

 Does not our own age remind us of these words? 

 God’s hand was, and is, upon the world as never before. His scourge of war, 

accompanied by famine and disease and destruction on every hand, plowed upon the back of the 

nations. But there is every indication that it had no effect on men. They still boast of their own 

wisdom and ingenuity, and worship their vain idols. And they continue in their vile corruptions, 

and repent not of their covetousness, greed, malice and envy, pleasure madness, adultery and 

fornication, pride and oppression. 

 And this is true, not only in our own land, but also in those countries that were more 

directly affected by the dreadful madness of the war that is just finished, and that are still 

writhing under the effects of it. 

 Is not the end drawing nigh fast? 

 Let us be sober, and watch unto prayer, that we may keep our garments clean, and not be 

deceived by the spirit of the lie that is in the world. 

 Blessed is he that keeps His Word even unto the end! 

 Fellows, my prayer for you is that ye may receive grace to stand! 

As ever your friend, 

Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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