
Think on This 
Unknown 

 

 

(A reader from the Christian Ref. Church) 

 

Most of us, I presume, are aware of the widespread difference between Calvinism and 

Arminianism, and undoubtedly have heard frequent denunciations of the latter, especially in 

Protestant Reformed circles. You may have heard your pastor or society president further 

characterize Arminianism a man-centered and Reformed (Biblical) truth as God-centered. 

 Perhaps the question has arisen in your mind: “What do the terms: man-centered and 

God-centered, mean? It is the purpose of this essay to briefly explain their meaning. 

 Before doing so, permit us to pen a few preliminary remarks. 

By nature we all desire a god that appeals to our liking, while the God of the Scriptures 

we hate. But the truth, as it is confessed by the Protestant Reformed churches, leaves man with 

nothing to boast of himself, is contrary to our flesh, and confesses that man is dead in sins, 

unable to stretch forth his hands for his own salvation, unless God first works in him to will and 

to do. 

 It is this truth of sovereign grace that is today bitterly undermined and contradicted, 

because it makes God all, and man nothing. That is the reason why in many circles which are 

officially or nominally Reformed, the Reformed banner is floating at half-mast. Always since the 

fall, man endeavored to be his own saviour and to set up his own gods according to the dictates 

of his sinful heart, and to find an end, a purpose for the existence of all things in man himself. 

Man became a god unto himself, and placed himself as the center of all things, around which all 

things revolved. Man became selfish (self-centered) instead of living unto the honor and glory of 

God (God-centered) as he had been originally created. That is the horror of the fall! 

 That is the reason, too, why there is so much modernism and Arminianism in our land 

today. Arminianism, like modernism, tho the latter is more radical, preaches a man-centered 

gospel. Calvinism, as we said, is God-centered.  

 And there certainly is a reason for this fundamental difference between Arminianism and 

Calvinism, and it has far-reaching consequences. The difference exists because of a certain 

principle which we should always remember. The principle is this: that our view of God and our 

view of man are intimately related. 

 We can probably make this principle easier to understand if we employ a few examples 

to illustrate what we mean. 

 For instance, modernism has a certain view of God and a certain view of man. To them 

man is all-in-all, sufficient unto himself, master of his destiny; and in comparison to man, the 

modernist reduces God to the size of a mere pin-point, who exists for man’s sake to help him out 

of his difficulties. And so, the lie is carried all along the line: sin is changed into a weakness of 



character, redemption is to establish a universal brotherhood of man, etc. Thus, you see, as our 

God is, so is our life! 

 Again, Arminianism, also has a certain view of God and a certain view of man. They do 

not want to be as radical as modernism, tho, so they place God and man on the same level, 

cooperating with each other. The Arminian view seems to be that God cannot do without man, 

and man cannot do without God. Upon this basis we can understand how they try to maintain the 

false doctrine of man’s free will which is able to successfully oppose the sovereign God. 

Arminianism is man-centered because it presents a gospel which exists for the sake and welfare 

of man. They try to make their mission subject make the proper choice, by telling them how 

much nicer it would be to go to heaven and not to hell. Scripture says that the carnal mind is at 

enmity with God. . . . yet they are bold enough to say that they “aim to make the gospel as 

acceptable to man as anything the ‘world’ has to offer.”  To what a low level must the gospel be 

brought if this is attempted! They emphasize the dreadfulness of hell and the blessedness of 

heaven in an attempt to “sell” the wares of salvation. The gospel is preached for man’s benefit; it 

is good for man to be saved. Arminianism is man-centered. Thus, you see, as our God is, so is 

our life! 

 And again, on the other hand, Calvinism has a certain view of God and a certain view of 

man. Calvinism, so to speak is the direct opposite of modernism and arminianism. Calvinism 

holds God to be All-in-all, the sovereign Lord over all things, Who is the center and the reason 

for the existence of all things, to Whom all honor and glory belong. With regard to man, 

Calvinism holds that he was, indeed, created good, but that he fell away from his sovereign-

Friend, becoming a slave to sin. God is all, and man is a mere pin-point in comparison, or rather, 

“less than nothing and vanity”. Isaiah 30:17. Salvation does not exist for man’s well-being, even 

though it is true that a saved person is supremely blessed, but salvation is for God’s sake. We are 

saved to the praise of the glory of His grace: the only purpose of our life. To come with the 

empty cups of our earthly existence and to drink from the Fountain of Life, tasking that He is 

good, acknowledging our own emptiness and dependence, and asking for more grace and a 

deeper sense of His favor: that is true religion! Thus you see, as our God is, so is our life! Soli 

Deo Gloria is the triumphant shout of the Calvinist.  
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