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 We are supposed to be somewhat astonished and amazed at the results of the work of a 

certain Dr. Negorsky. He is a young Russian doctor who has won more or less acclaim because 

of the fact that he brings the dead back to life. I shall attempt to briefly describe his work in 

regard to this so-called modern medical miracle and comment in such a manner that you will 

understand why this article bears the above title. 

  The facts of the case (assuming, of course, that the material which I have read is true) are 

that this young doctor has for some time been experimenting with the possibilities of restoring to 

life that which has been pronounced dead. His experiments were at first confined to animals. 

Dogs which he has killed, he has also revived and they frisk and romp about his laboratory. 

However, it has only been recently that his experiments were conducted on human beings. One 

would gather, from the writings concerning these things, that he works in close conjunction with 

the Russian Army. The case which was described was that of a young Russian soldier who was 

struck by a flying piece of shell and whose leg was torn off. He lay dying in a hospital tent. A 

nurse stood by listening intently to the heart-beats and watching for that last breath. He gave one 

last sigh, the heart stopped and supposedly he was dead. Quickly she stepped to the door of the 

tent and called Dr. Negorsky who was waiting for this very event. Several other doctors were at 

hand to watch. The methods were relatively simple and the equipment rather crude. Briefly 

stated, it consisted of two long needles, one of which was inserted into the main artery leading to 

the heart and another to puncture the proper vein also in the region of the heart. A rubber ball 

hand pump was attached, by means of tubes, to these needles. Thus, blood could be pumped into 

the heart and it could again begin functioning. But blood is of no use to the body unless it 

receives oxygen from the lungs. A device resembling a home-made pair of bellows was used for 

this purpose. And, while a nurse counted time, one doctor pumped blood in the heart and another 

operated the bellows thereby pumping air into the lungs. And they succeeded in recalling the 

dead to life again and have since repeated this performance a number of times. 

 But, here is the difficulty which greatly limits the application of this form of resurrection. 

The subject must be able to receive this treatment within minutes after his death. It has been 

determined that vital organs begin to decompose very shortly after respiration and pulse have 

ceased. The brain begins to decompose within five or six minutes and cannot be restored. The 

patient must have ‘died’ either from shock or loss of blood or from something which leaves his 

heart, brain and lungs unimpaired and the bloodstream free of poisonous matter. 

 These men profess to be nothing more than hard-headed and practical men of science. 

They bother themselves not one wit with the soul of man nor any such spiritual matters. They 

make this distinction in respect to death: 1. The death which the nurse witnessed is the “clinical” 

death, in which the patient simply stops breathing and his heart stops beating. 2 The second 



classification is the “biological” death which takes place a few minutes later when the vital 

organs begin to decompose. 

 And now what shall we say? Shall we be astonished? Shall we perhaps be a bit shaken in 

our faith? Shall we believe that man perhaps has no soul and that he dies even as the beast? Shall 

we let them boast perhaps and leave us spell-bound? Not at all! 

 You call that a modern miracle? I know a few which aren’t modern but which put theirs 

to shame. I won’t say “by comparison” for it would be blasphemous to liken Him to their men of 

science. Let us go back to the tomb of Lazarus. And words, which sometimes seem coarse or 

vulgar to the “refined” ear, take on a new meaning. They are two significant words which Martha 

spoke. For she said to our Lord, “he stinketh”. Never before had I viewed this statement of 

Martha as being a word of comfort. But such they are for they definitely establish the fact that 

this resurrection was no advanced form of artificial respiration and manipulation of the physical 

heart. For Lazarus’ body was not only clinically and biologically dead, but was also in a state or 

process of decomposition. And our Lord restored him again to this life. And viewed from a 

proper conception this was indeed a terrible miracle! 

 You who have loved ones far from home may sometimes desire that this work of this 

young Russian doctor could become advanced and perfected, or better still, that our Lord could 

lay His hand or speak His Word of Life over those who have gone beyond. And that is to be 

understood but that desire should be secondary. Consider for one moment, please, that Lazarus 

had died and is now raised only to die again! If our confession that this life is a continual death 

means anything and if we confess to believe that an inheritance incorruptible is laid away for us 

and that we shall partake of a joy and glory so beauteous that it is not to be described in human 

language, then surely it is lamentable that Lazarus or any of God’s people should be restored to 

this living death! 

 But such conclusions are not the fruit of human wisdom or logic. They are definitely 

matters of faith and transcend and reach beyond that which is of earthly sphere. For it is only 

upon that basis that we can agree that it is better to go to the house of mourning than to the house 

of feasting and that the day of one’s death is better than the day of one’s birth! 

 But let us not stop at the tomb of Lazarus and, standing there is awe, see nothing more. 

For that same Lord who recalled Lazarus to this earthly life also was buried but He rose again on 

the other side of the grave. And He has given us a hope which makes of small consequence the 

efforts of medical and scientific men who bend every effort to increase the life span and revive 

the dead. For through the work of our Resurrected Lord we have become partakers of a Life 

Span which is eternal. Not an extension of this life but a new life not only unencumbered by 

human sorrows, pain and all other results of sin, but one in which we shall be able to perfectly 

praise, sing and adore Him who is the Resurrection and the Life. 

 Blessed are they who are partakers in that Resurrection! 
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