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 As we remarked last month, the false doctrines which spurred the early New Testament 

Church on to Scripture-study and the formulation of new confessions of the truth centered 

chiefly around the doctrine of Christ. This is to be expected, for Christianity centers around Him 

and professes Him to be the only begotten Son of God who came into our flesh, suffered and 

died for our sins, rose again the third day and ascended to glory as the King of all creation. It is 

certainly true that the Church in the Old Testament dispensation had this truth in types and 

shadows and that His coming and even the nature of His coming was promised and prophesied of 

old. Yet this truth was very displeasing to the unbelieving Jews who wanted the re-establishment 

of David’s earthly throne. The faith of these unbelieving Jews who professed to believe only the 

Old Testament Scriptures, rejected Christ and continued clinging to the temple worship and 

sacrifices as though the Lamb of God had not been offered and accepted, is called Judaism. It 

naturally opposed Christianity. On the other hand, the truth of Christ which Christianity 

confesses is so different from the pagan religions of the Gentiles that it is to be expected that 

these Gentiles also will oppose it and attempt to prevent its spread. 

 From both these quarters, that is the unbelieving Jews and the Pagan world, the truth of 

Christ was attacked in the early history of the New Testament Church. It was therefore also 

against these fractions that the Apologists strove in their defense of the truth. Somewhat later 

these factions crept into the church and sought to destroy it from within. The discussion of this 

matter will have to wait until later. We are now considering the Apologists and their defense of 

the truth against those outside the church who were seeking to overthrow its faith in Christ. 

 These Apologists were then early church fathers who did that of which Paul speaks to the 

Philippians in chapter 1:27. They strove together for the faith–doctrine–of the gospel of Christ. 

You may wonder how they acquired this name “Apologists”. The name is given them because 

they apologized for the principles and doctrines of the Christian religion. Of course, we need not 

apologize for anything in the Scriptures in the sense that we have to make an excuse for it. Nor 

need we express any regrets that its language is strong and uncompromising. However, if you 

look up the work “apology” in your dictionary you will find that it also means, “a defense or 

justification”. In that sense the apologists apologized for the teaching of the Christian religion. 

They defended it, and comparing it with the heathen religions and doctrines of man they showed 

that it justly has a place in this world. 

 These Apologists were divided into two classes, the Greek Apologists and the Latin 

Apologists. Although both groups defended the truth of Christ over against both Judaism which 

was the doctrine of the unbelieving Jews and Paganism which was the religion of the world, the 

Greek Apologists were very learned and philosophical while the Latin Apologists were practical 

and juridical. The Greek Apologists sought to make plain that Christianity is reasonable and not 

a series of contradictions and foolish beliefs. The Latin Apologists set out to prove that 



Christianity was morally excellent and therefore had a right to exist as well if not more rightfully 

than the other existing religions. 

 Let me say a few things about the objections which Judaism and Paganism raised against 

Christianity. Then we can appreciate what these Apologists were up against and also appreciate 

the work they performed in defending the faith of the gospel of Christ. 

 One need not look far to find objections to Christianity. Without faith there are many, 

many things to find and hurl against it. The Jew and Gentiles had little trouble finding fault with 

the faith of the gospel. They declared that Christ was illegitimately born out of wedlock. They 

pointed out that He associated with the lowest and least intelligent class of people having 

ignorant fishermen and cheating tax-collectors for His friends. They taunted the Christians for 

believing in a man who died an ignominious death as a public enemy number one. The 

unbelieving Jews especially seized upon this since according to their belief the Messiah would 

come in glory and worship forever. Similarly they derided the Christians for believing in and 

worshipping a crucified malefactor who was dead and departed from this world. 

 One other interesting thing to be noted for us today is that the unbelieving Gentiles 

derided Christianity because it did not present or promote any new culture or any material 

progress for social improvement. At the same time they pointed out that Christianity was a 

serious, morbid movement which brings no joy and happiness into the world. It all sounds rather 

familiar today, for that is just exactly what the world and the modern church considers to be the 

calling of the church. Salvation from the guilt of sin has no place in the modern church. The 

blood of Christ has no value. To the modern church Christianity has value only because it brings 

a good set of morals to make this world a good place to live. Paganism is not fighting the church 

from without now. It has crept into the church and is seeking to undermine it from within. But 

this Modernism has this in common with the Paganism the Apologist fought that it has no use for 

Christ’s cross which to the true church is the heart of the faith of the gospel. 
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