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OUTLINE XXV 

Torture From Bildad 

(Chapter 18) 

 This continues the second series of speeches and we have called this “torture from 

Bildad” because the speech of Bildad amounts to that for Job, even though there may be truths 

expressed by him and the other friends. We can notice the following parts to his debating: 

 I. His refutation of Job’s expressions.  

1. From his speeches it is evident that Bildad is an important fellow. It is evident 

immediately from verse 2: “How long will be ere ye make an end of words”. He has no patience 

to listen to the arguments and soul searching problems of Job.  

2. Moreover he demands that Job listen to their speeches. “Mark and afterwards we will 

speak.”  

3. His pride is hurt and he thinks it strange that Job should consider them as beasts, vs. 3.  

4. His only rebuttal is that all Job’s expressions are manifestation of insane anger, vs. 4. 

He wonders, in his sarcasm, whether natural laws will be changed because Job thinks they 

should be, vs. 4b. 

 Criticism: There is not only error of argumentation in these verses of Bildad but there is 

also evident a wrong attitude. His argument as it is expressed in verse 4 is only sarcasm and is 

not a refutation of arguments or a solution of problems. But especially ought we to note that the 

attitude is wrong. In all debating it is necessary to give diligent attention to the arguments of the 

opposition, to weigh carefully both sides of the question, to attempt to understand the arguments 

to give them their proper value. Especially in this debate about questions of life and death it was 

altogether the duty of the friends to examine Job’s words carefully and allow him to express 

himself fully. They should have given sympathy even if they did not agree with him. 

 II. The contention of Bildad (vss. 5-21) 

 1. His old position is expressed here again and is found in verse 5: “Yea, the light of the 

wicked shall be put out.” This is figurative for the life of the wicked. Not even shall a spark of 

life be left to him, vss. 5, 6. 

 2. His steps shall be straightened, i.e., he shall cease to carry on any activity. The 

destruction of his life shall be because of his own plans. 3. His destruction is from his own hand 

because God so ordains such for all those who would oppose Him, vss, 7-10. 4. In vss. 11-19 

Bildad pictures in detail the destruction of the wicked. a) The wicked shall be overcome with 

terrors, vs. 11. (Note: Job also has terrors). b) “His strength shall be hunger bitten”. He shall lack 

strength, therefore. c) His body shall be devoured by disease, the firstborn of death. (Note how 

Bildad speaks of the disease of the skin, which was afflicting Job). d) Vs. 14 describes how death 

overtakes him. The “king of terrors” is death. It shall take away his body, the tabernacle of his 



confidence. e) Verse 15 describes very accurately the death of the wicked. Death shall have 

complete victory. Instead of life, desolation, corruption, shall live in his body. The curse shall be 

the only mark of his grave, is the meaning of “brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation.” 

Cf. the curse of God upon Sodom – brimstone. It is moreover a sign that there shall nevermore 

be life. f) From verses 16-19 he explains that the death of the wicked is a perishing in the fullest 

sense of the word. No root or branch, no remembrance, no light, no children to keep his seed is 

the lot of the wicked. g) all generations, before and after him, shall be astonished at his day, that 

is the day of his doom. 

 3. Bildad concludes, verse 20, “surely such is the dwelling of the wicked”. He means that 

the wicked, he who knows not God, is even now living the curse, and that word surely indicates 

that he means it ought to be evident to Job. 

 Criticism: Bildad doesn’t speak now of repentance or any future blessing for Job. On the 

contrary he only speaks of the wicked and implies that it is meant for Job whom he now 

considers lost. This causes the suffering of Job to become unbearable.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUTLINE XXVI 

The Breakdown 

(Chapter 19) 

 In this reply of Job to the last arrow of Bildad it is striking that he does not use as many 

words as before, only 29 verses. Bildad had begged for silence. It is true, but Job breaks down 

under the awful strain. Immediately, however, there is an amazing expression of victory. Let us 

first consider his breakdown, vss. 1-22. 

 I. His reply:  

1. In verses two and three it is evident how effective the words of the friends had been. 

Job speaks of their having vexed his soul, broken him in pieces, vs. 1. In verse two he also 

indicates that their words had the fullest effect of suffering, by speaking of their number of 

reproaches. They had not spoken ten times, but the number ten is a round number indicating the 

full measure.  

2. Not only their words were torture for him but their attitude also. They were ashamed at 

what effect their words had upon Job. They made themselves strangers to him, i.e. they showed 

no regard for his suffering.  

3. In verse 4 we have the reply of Job to this reproach. Some have explained that we have 

a confession here. The interpretation would be something like this “Yea, I have erred, and I am 

fully conscious of my error.” This interpretation, however, is not in harmony with the context for 

this is not yet the point where Job makes such a complete confession. It translates, “If I have 

erred, my error remains with myself, i.e., I must atone it for myself. He means to say to his 

friends they have no right to inflict further punishment upon him if they believe that he has 

sinned. This idea is also in harmony with his plea for mercy in this chapter. It is also in harmony 

with verse 5 which expresses the same idea, “if ye would magnify yourselves against me”. That 

is, Job feels that they unjustly accuse him of error. 



 II. The depth of suffering.  

1. He desires his friends to know his real suffering. He is fully conscious of his trouble. 

He says, “Know ye that God hath overthrown me”. Here is an approach to the problem he is 

wrestling with. If he would leave it there and also say that the Lord knows best, he would come 

to the correct attitude. But he has not come to that yet. 

 2. This is the most awful suffering, that God is against him. And once more he describes 

the depth of it to the friends. This time he reaches such depths as were typical of the suffering of 

Christ. Really it is that God has forsaken him. Something of a conception of the horror of being 

forsaken of God is described in verses 7-20. a) He feels that God has wronged him and there is 

not opportunity for a hearing.–in vain he has called out, but there is no escape vss. 7, 8. b) He is 

destroyed, his glory is gone. That must include his former glory of salvation. c) He experiences 

God’s wrath in attack against him. He feels God counts him as an enemy and not as one of his 

covenant friends, vss. 9-12. d) To be forsaken of God includes also to be forsaken of men. In 

verses 13-19 Job describes how that all his relatives, his servants, his wife, children, and friends 

are against him. This is typical of the suffering of Christ, who experienced that same pain in all 

its fullness. He was rejected of all men and forsaken of God in the fullest sense of the word. 

 3.  This is greater than any physical suffering he has yet described. This is that which is 

typical of the agonies of hell. And verse 20 speaks of physical suffering which is the indication 

of continued agony and no hope of recovery. 

 III. His most pitiful outcry.  

1. Verse 21 is the expression which shows how dark everything is to him. Even God 

seems to have gone beyond his reach so that he cannot pray to him.  

2. How different from his other accusations of his friends.  

3. That he appeals for pity from them almost seems to show that he doesn’t expect it. It 

is, at least, the breakdown of Job, that they do not give him aid. God has touched him, he suffers 

in his flesh. And they have finished him. (vs. 22) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUTLINE XXVII 

The Victory over Death 

(Chapter 19: 23-29) 

 In the preceding part of Chapter 19 it was clear that Job reached the depth of his suffering 

and was forsaken of God it seemed to him. Now in this passage of chapter 19 we have one of the 

most remarkable utterances of Job, i.e. vss. 25, 26. Because they are so significant and because 

they are interpreted differently let us devote one outline to this last part of chapter 19. 

 I. Note, first of all, his assurance of righteousness, vss. 23, 24.  

1. He cries out for a record of his words. a) He desires that his words be written and kept 

in a book and means therewith that they may not be lost or forgotten. b) He emphasizes that even 

though he and many other things perish he desires the record of his words kept, for he speaks of 

them being engraven in a rock and filled with lead.  



2. This means that he feels that he is righteous and that his words are a defense of his 

righteousness.  

3. Moreover, this must also mean that he believes that there shall be a day when all things 

shall be given a final hearing again. He believes in a judgment day. That is the final expression 

of warming to his friends, “that we may know that there is a judgment.” Belief in the judgment is 

an essential part of the Christian faith, faith in God. The inequalities and injustices of this present 

time, which are a problem for Job, must be cleaned in another day, if we believe in God. God 

believed in that day of judgment and he therefore also had a clearer conception of the 

resurrection that his friends. They had explained everything as if it was rectified in this life. The 

wicked received their just reward here and the righteous were rewarded with prosperity also in 

this life. From that conception they concluded that Job was wicked. Here we see how his 

conception reaches out to the day of judgment and then to the resurrection. And he is not afraid 

of the fact that the books shall be opened. He desires that a record of his life may be kept unto 

that day. 

 II. His Redeemer Liveth, verse 25.  

1. The word is Goel, meaning, he who purchased me. This must be his support for his 

righteousness. He is righteous because of his Goel.  

2. He lives. Job rejoices here in God, the living God who is and shall be for him.  

3. It is a matter of assurance, “I know”.  

4. The expression, “And he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth” means that Job 

believes his Goal, God, shall defend him over against all enemies and death itself. The word is 

“upon the dust” and probably refers more to the victory over the dust of the grave than to the 

New Testament idea that Christ shall come again to judge the quick and the dead. That Christ 

shall come again has that beautiful promise in it too, that the last enemy, death, shall be 

vanquished. This continues the idea of verses 23, 24. 

 III. His faith in the resurrection, vss. 26, 27.  

1. Some say that this refers to his conception that he would yet regain his old earthly life. 

They explain that the hope of the bodily resurrection was not in the minds of the people of God 

at that time. This is no argument, however, if it can be proven that this is one proof that these 

children of God did have the hope of the resurrection.  

2. Job here expresses faith in a bodily resurrection. a) After his body is destroyed by 

worms, he expresses himself, in his flesh he shall see God. That means in a body, for he says in 

verse 27, “and mine eyes shall behold”.  

3. That is glorious life for Job. For he says, “whom I shall see for myself, and not 

another.” And the word “see” is behold and enjoy the favor of the presence of God. This is in 

contrast to his suffering even now, “though my reins be consumed within me”.  

4. This is the jewel in the book of Job and is his challenge to the friends, whom he warns 

of judgment, vss. 28, 29. 

 IV. How shall we explain this faith of Job?  



1. We have his awful despair in the preceding, which we called the breakdown in which 

he could not see God; God has forsaken him.  

2. We have the objections of those who say it was impossible to have such a perfect 

knowledge of the bodily resurrection.  

3. But this is exactly what faith is, and so too this faith of Job. It is a miracle. Out of 

despair, out of death, against hope God gives his children faith in the resurrection! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUTLINE XXVIII 

Zophar’s Mockery 

 (Chapter 20) 

 We speak of this as mockery because that is the word Job uses in his reply to the friends 

and especially as they speak through this speech of Zophar, 21:3b. It seems to be a fitting 

description of this speech of Zophar after that most wonderful speech of Job in chapter 19. He 

had pleaded for pity from his friends in such a touching scene, and then he had confessed so 

miraculously his faith in God and the final day of judgment and the resurrection that to try to 

speak contrary to him is really mockery. Through these friends are children of God and speak 

truths, nevertheless they are here instruments of Satan to buffet Job. 

 Once more let us see the point of Zophar and this is his last speech. Zophar, the youngest, 

does not speak in the third series of discourses. 

 I. His contention: 1. He boldly says that for the reason of Job’s warning, viz, that there is 

a judgment, therefore he makes haste to speak. (vss. 2, 3) 2. He is not touched by the reproof of 

Job. His understanding still answers the same contention: “The triumphing of the wicked is 

short”. This is proven of old time. (vss. 4, 5). 3. Note that Zophar does not deny the fact of the 

resurrection of the body as Job had confessed it. This is significant, for it shows that the faith in 

resurrection was also present among the children of God of that day and age. Note how he seeks 

to destroy Job’s faith in the glory of the life hereafter and the resurrection. Here he does not 

merely repeat the old argument that the wicked shall perish. There is a new point here in the 

contention of the friends that fits the progression of Job’s faith. They continue to harass him each 

time with new teeth in their old argument. 1) He speaks of the triumphing and the joy of the 

wicked. 2) This is easily an admission that they can see how Job as a wicked one can still have 

some joy in such thoughts as life hereafter. But that joy is short they wish to remind Job. 3) That 

is also the attempt of the Devil; he desires to take hope from us. 4) In verses 6, 7 it becomes plain 

that he alludes to Job’s joy in the resurrection of the body as a joy of the wicked which endures 

for a moment for he admits that the joy may mount up to heaven! His head reached unto the 

clouds! 5) Especially does such an argument have striking power if there is ever any doubt in the 

child of God about his own faith. Our own faith is assailed by the devil. We are tormented with 

the thought that it may be a dream. The keeping alive of our faith, in this time which is full of 

dangers for faith is a matter of pure grace. 

 II. Zophar calls attention once more in vivid terms to the irrevocable destruction of the 

wicked. (vss 7-11). 1. The end is that his deeds shall cease with his dissolution in the dust. 2. 



Evidently Zophar did not believe in any resurrection of the wicked. Nor was there a clear 

conception of eternal punishment. 3. He has a very malicious reference to Job by mentioning that 

the wicked has his bones full of the sin of his youth. This is also what has bothered Job, that is, 

the sins of his youth, 13:26. 

 III. In verses 12-19 Zophar explains how that the wicked love sin and that his sin, 

according to vs. 19, is his oppression of the poor. Further, his idea is that the punishment shall be 

that he shall suffer from those very riches. He shall loose them and as much as was his food shall 

be the gall of asps to him. Here is an inference that Job’s riches indicate to Zophar the kind of 

sinner he is, an oppressor of the poor. 

 IV. From vss. 20 to 29 there is a conclusion of the condition of the wicked in suffering.  

1. Here too Zophar has allusions to the expressions of Job.  

2. Vss. 20-22 the wicked shall lose all he had. Job had lost all his possessions.  

3. The wrath of God is against him, vss. 23-29. This compares to the confession of Job 

that God’s hand was upon him. In chapter 16:12-14 Job had described God’s attack upon him. 

Zophar picks up the same idea and says that is what God does to the wicked. (vss. 23-25). No 

one can save such a one, for heaven and earth are against him. How they crucify Job. 
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