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 Four things are clearly stressed in the Word of God relative to the life of the child of God 

in the midst of the world. 

 First, that “Christian Living” is indeed an actuality, a reality, be it that we have only a 

small beginning of the true obedience and that our best accomplishments are still imperfect and 

polluted with sin. This is the testimony of daily experience as well. There is a wide difference 

between the man of this world and the Christian. The former enjoys, works, speaks a language, 

frequents places, indulges in pleasures, yearns and labors for things, which the child of God has 

learned to hate and eschew. The latter strives after and takes pleasure in things that are 

obnoxious, positively repulsive to the man of the world. The Christian is sanctified in principle 

and accordingly walks in a new and holy life. Therefore our Reformed churches confess in their 

treasured and ever new Heidelberg Catechism concerning those who are converted to God “that 

with a sincere resolution they begin to live, not only according to some, but all the 

commandments of God”. Qu. 114. And such is the testimony of Scripture itself in passages too 

numerous to quote. “How shall we,” writes the apostle to the Romans, “that are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein?” 6:2. Mind you, sin is not dead to us, but very much alive. To our last gasp it 

will seek to retain its lost mastery over our hearts and lives. But we are dead to sin. A radical 

change has come over us. Formerly we lived for sin, loved it with all our hearts, sought it in all 

we did. Now we are dead to sin and no longer its willing slaves. “For we are buried with Christ 

by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 6:4. By nature we are servants of sin, “but now 

being made free from sin and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the 

end everlasting life.” 6:22. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 

from the law of sin and death”, 8:2, and “they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 

flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.” 8:5. It is certainly true “that the 

unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God”, I Cor. 6:9, “and such were some of you: but 

ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 

Spirit of our God.” vs. 11. Yes, the Christian is a new creature, who does walk in a new and holy 

life, and is able to confess: 

“Thou hast been my meditation, 

And Thy law hath been my guide; 

I have kept Thy righteous precepts, 

And have found them true and tried.” 

 However, Scripture teaches with no less emphasis, that all this is only in principle and 

that all the sanctification of the Church in this world represents but a small beginning of the true 

obedience. We experience this even as young people, do we not? How sin stains our holiest 

works, our sincerest endeavors! How the evil one seeks to lead us astray, and how often we yield 



to his temptations and stumble into his well-laid snares! As we advance in age and grow in 

spiritual experience we shall see with ever increasing clarity that “even the holiest men, while in 

this life, have only a small beginning of the true obedience”. Heid. Cat. Qu. 114; that “in me 

(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing,” Rom. 7:18; that to will may be present with us, but 

to perform that which is good we find not, vs. 18; that it will be ever thus: “The good that I 

would I do not, but the evil which I would not, that I do.” vs. 19. “For I delight in the law of God 

after the inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 

and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.” vss. 22, 23. Yes, 

sanctification and Christian living are only in principle as yet. All the rest is still of sin and the 

flesh. Therefore the child of God must live his entire life in the shadow of Calvary, trusting in the 

atoning blood of the Lord Jesus, and daily confessing as he stumbles and struggles along: 

“Lord, if Thou shouldst mark transgressions, 

In Thy presence who shall stand? 

But with Thee there is forgiveness, 

That Thy name may fear command.” 

 Thirdly and with a view to the above, Scripture constantly stresses the calling of the 

saints to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called and to strive after sanctification 

and a life that is more deeply and consistently ‘Christian’. Writes Paul to the saints at Rome and 

hence to us: “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 12:2. 

“Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 2 Cor. 7:11. “For ye were sometimes 

darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.” Eph. 5:8. “Because it is 

written. Be ye holy: for I am holy.” I Peter 1:16. Always Scripture enjoins us to walk in a new 

and holy life. 

 Finally, however, Scripture also leaves with us the blessed assurance, that if thus we 

strive to walk more perfectly in the way of the Lord, we shall not strive in vain, we shall have the 

victory, not in ourselves or the might of mere man, but through Him who continues the work of 

salvation in His own to the end and works in us both to will and to do according to His good 

pleasure. Look to Him, therefore, for all your strength and guidance. Let us strive with all that is 

in us for that more consecrated walk, that more Christian life in the way of humility and prayer. 

And we shall never be confounded. Remember: “It is God which worketh in you both to will and 

to do of His good pleasure.” Phil. 2:13. Therefore we may be confident “that he which hath 

begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Phil. 1:6. Certain it is, 

and they who strive for the life of sanctification may lay hold on this assurance: 

“The work Thou has for me begun, 

Shall by Thy grace be fully done.” 

“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” I Thess. 5:24.  
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